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BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Local Wal-Mart pharmacy 
employee Erin Sellers experi-
enced a marvelous opportuni-
ty June 9. 

“Back in February, they, 
Wal-Mart, put out a challenge 
to Wal-Mart associates for a 
cappella videos,” said Sellers. 
“I did it, not thinking it would 
go anywhere. A month after 
I posted the video, Wal-Mart 
contacted me. I went down 
to Wal-Mart Headquarters 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, and 
recorded two songs and two 
music videos.”

Singing has always been a 
part of Sellers’ life. She sang 
in church as a youth and as 
a child participated in talent 
shows. She said those experi-

ences were fun but such activ-
ities slowed as she grew up. 

“I haven’t done much with 
it as an adult,” Sellers said. “I 
went to the Illinois State Fair 
last year, but other than that 
just a lot of karaoke.”

Sellers speaks highly of the 
opportunity provided by Wal-
Mart. Even though this was 
the first time Wal-Mart did 
employee recordings, Sellers 
said it was well-planned.

Participants were in the 
recording studio the first day 
and had three 10-hour days 
of music while in Bentonville. 
Two days were spent in the 
studio recording music, and 
one day was devoted to mak-
ing a video. 

“It was a lot bigger than I 
expected it to be,” she said. 

“They had a legit recording 
studio, a director and every-
thing.”

She was one of 12 Wal-
Mart employees selected from 
across the country to record in 
Arkansas. The group’s mem-
bers, Sellers said, came from 
different musical and social 
backgrounds. 

“It was fun, we became sort 
of a family,” Sellers said. “We 
were early for dinner, waiting 
out on the sidewalk. Some-
body started singing and we 
all just joined in. People even 
started recording.”

The bond formed by the 
dozen empolyees has lasted 
beyond their time in Arkan-
sas. Sellers said they all talk 
almost every day.    

Sellers records music videos
Erin Sellers one of 12 Wal-Mart employees chosen for company’s acappella venture

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Erin Sellers, a Paris Wal-Mart pharmacy employee, was recent-
ly selected from a nationwide search of Wal-Mart employees 
to participate in a music video. The dozen people chosen 
traveled to Bentonville, Ark., and spent two days in a recording 
studio and one day shooting video footage.   See SINGER, Page 8A

MAMMA MIA! IT’S ALMOST SHOWTIME

Opening night approaches
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Those attending the upcoming Par-
is Community Theater production of 
“Mamma Mia” should be prepared 
for fun, laughter and great music, ac-
cording to the Stuart Metcalf, the di-
rector of production.

The show is 7 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, July 12-13 and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
July 14, at the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts.

“Mamma Mia” is the second pro-
duction of the Paris company, follow-
ing the nearly sold-out 2018 show 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat.”

The show, which has been in re-
hearsal since early June, was selected 
from votes cast by audiences at last 
year’s production, Metcalf said.

“I think everyone knows the gen-
eral outline of the story,” the Paris 
native said. “It’s silly, fluffy fun featur-
ing ABBA music from the 1970s. The 
cast is having a great time.”

This year’s production includes a 
professional set designed by Adam 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The jukebox musical “Mamma Mia” comes to the stage of the Paris Center of Fine Arts July 12-14, presented by the 
Paris Community Theater. The production features the music of ABBA. The former girl group Donna and the Dynamos 
perform a number for Donna’s daughter’s pre-wedding party. Members of the group are, from left Melanie Clark as 
Rosie, Erin Hutchison as Donna and Michelle Jacobs as Tanya. 

See MAMMA MIA, Page 8A

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Enjoying a night of fun and dancing during “Mamma Mia” is Christian Landes, 
who plays Bill Austin in the Paris Community Theater’s production scheduled 
July 12-14 at the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – A proposal 
in early June to resurrect the 
landmark Chrisman alternat-
ing star and cross Christmas 
ornament and put it on the 
city water tower is hung up on 
an expensive snag.

Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe discussed the issue 
during the city council meet-
ing Monday, July 1. He told 

the other council members 
the company that performs 
the inspections of the water 
tower estimated the cost for 
fabricating the brackets and 
bracing to mount the orna-
ment at $15,000.

“Part of the expense is 
wherever they weld on the 
outside of the tank, they have 
to go inside and recoat it,” said 
Wolfe. 

He estimated another 

$5,000 is needed to get a 
power supply and the neces-
sary controls to the top of the 
tower.

Conversation among the 
other commissioners indi-
cated an unwillingness to put 
that much money into the 
project.

The original ornament 
that illuminated the night sky 
during the Christmas season 
was on the side of the local 

grain elevator. It no longer 
works and the owner of that 
property is unwilling to allow 
access for repairs because of 
liability issues.

After discussion, the coun-
cil did approve pay raises for 
city clerk Deena Burns and 
city treasurer Brittaney Kin-
dred. The effort to do so failed 
at the June 17 city meeting 
when the vote resulted in a tie. 
Both employees had asked for 

a $2 an hour raise.
“All they are asking for is the 

low end of what others are get-
ting paid,” said commissioner 
Tyler Alexander regarding 
what other municipalities 
similar to Chrisman pay em-
ployees.

Alexander added the city 
recently placed more duties 
on Burns and Kindred by 
making them responsible for 

Christmas ornament on Chrisman water tower now unlikely

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

While pig farming is generally 
considered a messy business, the 
Trogdon family has managed to 
clean up that stereotype. 

Jared and Erik Trogdon, cousins 
from Edgar County, began a small 
pig farming operation in 2005 
and since then have seen Trog-
don Show Pigs take off. The fami-
ly-owned business sells show pigs 
and aids buyers in finding the right 
fit for them.  

“Erik and I have been around 
pigs since we were 12 or 13 years 
old,” Jared said. “It has just grown to 
be a part of our lives now.” 

The Trogdon duo is hosting the 
Little Illini Classic Hog Show at the 
Edgar County Fairgrounds July 12. 
The event features a variety of show 
pigs with entries from not only Ed-
gar County, but also around the Il-
linois, Indiana and Kentucky areas. 
An estimated 150-200 pigs from 
across the Midwest are participat-
ing. 

The family was not always in-
volved with pigs, and it wasn’t until 
the partners were in junior high the 
transition from cattle to pigs was 
made. 

“I grew up with cattle and I didn’t 
know a ton about pigs at that time,” 
Jared Trogdon said. “But from then 
to now, we have made a lot of prog-
ress in the business.” 

He attended Lake Land College 
before transferring to Oklahoma 
State, earning his degree in animal 
science. Erik Trogdon graduated 
from Lake Land College in 2007 
with a degree in ag production 
and management. The skills they 
learned while in school helped to 
further their development in show 
pigs. 

“Through all the years of school 
and running the business we have 
learned so many of the ins and outs 
of this line of work,” Erik Trogdon 
said. “Jared and I have learned to 
grow from our mistakes and keep 
moving.” 

“In terms of commercial pigs we 
are pretty small comparatively,” Jar-
ed Trogdon said. “We have about 
50 sows under us, and we are one 
of the bigger show pig businesses in 
Edgar County.” 

The biggest differences between 
show pigs and commercial pigs are 

Trogdon 
family pigs 
set for Little 
Illini Classic

See PIGS, Page 8A



TODAY

BOAT PARADE
The annual Twin Lakes Boat 
Parade is July 6 in conjunction 
with the city’s Independence Day 
celebration and fireworks show. 
Participants are asked to deco-
rate boats in patriotic colors and 
meet at 8 p.m. at the East Lake 
Dam. Questions may be directed 
to Joan Mattingly, 466-2701.

BENEFIT CAR SHOW
The second annual Christmas In 
July Car Show benefitting HIS 
Ministries’ Christmas for Kids is 
11 a.m. July 6 at Lake Ridge Chris-
tian Church.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

REDEDICATION OF DAR 
MONUMENTS
A rededication program for the 
recently restored monuments 
on the Edgar County Courthouse 
lawn is 10 a.m. July 6. Restoration 
of the markers was a joint effort 
by the local Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the 
Edgar County Historical Society.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 
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MOON ROCKS AT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM JULY 16-28
The Terre Haute Children’s Museum invites everyone to take a 
giant leap to the moon with a celebration of the 50th anni-
versary of the Apollo 11 landing on our closest neighbor in the 
universe. From July 16 to July 28, museum guests may see and 
handle samples of moon rocks NASA brought back from another 
Apollo mission. Guests will discover how the moon was formed, 
and how the return of humans to the moon in the near future will 
launch us deeper into the solar system. Guest presenter Diedre 
Adams will be on hand to show and discuss the moon rock. A 
teacher with more than 41 years of experience, Adams received 
the prestigious Einstein Fellowship that allowed her to work 
in the NASA headquarters at Washington, D.C. Following that 
experience, NASA certified her as one of the few people allowed 
to carry and display lunar samples, which are designated as a 
national treasure. National Honor Society students from Terre 
Haute North High School will lead hands-on science learning 
opportunities during the exhibit.   The exhibit is open 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 1-3 p.m. Sunday from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. For more information on the exhibit, please visit www.
thchildrensmuseum.com/moon.  

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

88   69
Prec: 70%

84   68
Prec: 0%

85   65
Prec: 0%

86   67
Prec: 20%

88   68
Prec: 40%

84   64
Prec: 00%

83   63
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Another hot and humid day 
with highs in the upper 80s and scattered 
showers and thunderstorms developing 
through the afternoon.

SUNDAY — Partly sunny and warm, but 
a less humid airmass begins to settle in. 
Highs top out in the mid 80s.

MONDAY — A seasonal summer day with 
highs in the mid 80s under mostly sunny 
skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:30 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 9:49 a.m. 11:35 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:30 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 11:01 a.m. --

MONDAY 5:31 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 12:11 p.m. 12:08 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:31 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 1:20 p.m. 12:40 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:32 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 2:27 p.m. 1:11 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:33 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 3:33 p.m. 1:42 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:33 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 4:38 p.m. 2:16 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86°/66°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104° in 1936
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48° in 1951

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.82”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.86”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.59”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.50”

NORMAL:    High: 86   Low: 66     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
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Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Michelle Jacobs, Adonna Bennett, 
Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs/
Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 

Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 9 in Twin Lakes 

Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. The cost is $5. 
Drinks are 50 cents and dessert 
is $1.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night at 
the Red Oak Inn is 6:30-9 p.m. 
July 11.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 11 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Fabulous Hoedads playing classic 
rock and country 6:30 p.m. July 
11 at Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park.

UPCOMING

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 16 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 18 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Sister Kate Band playing classic 
rock 6:30 p.m. July 18 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

LIVE ON DEMAND
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A FEEL GOOD PHENOMENON! 
Showtimes
7/12  7p
7/13  7p
7/14  2p

Tickets On Sale Now
$15 - All Seats Reserved

www.pcofa.net or Prospect Bank

This Production Contains Mature Subject Matter - PG13

Paris Center of Fine Arts 
14040 E 12ooth Rd - Paris 

Presented By Paris Community Theater with special 

arrangement from Music Theater International 

The annual Edgar Co. Fair
box seat auction

In front of the grandstands
at the fairgrounds.

July 8 at 7:00 p.m.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

When the new season starts 
Sept. 15 for the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts (PCOFA) it will 
also mark the introduction of 
the first season pass.

“Patrons have been asking 
for them for a couple of years,” 
said Lisa Tucker, PCOFA 
board member.

Offering season passes re-
quired the PCOFA to change 
software for administering 
ticket sales. The former pack-
age was for single ticket pur-
chase only and had some oth-
er drawbacks.

Tucker said the new soft-
ware program handles season 
passes, allows tickets buyers to 
select their seats using any per-
sonal device and can help the 
organization with fundraising 
efforts.

Something else the booking 
committee had to determine 
was how much to charge for 
a season pass since there is a 
difference in what the profes-
sional acts cost. 

Tucker said the average 
booking fee for bringing an 
act to Paris is between $6,000 
and $7,000. On top of that 
the PCOFA is responsible for 
hiring technicians needed for 
light and sound plus paying 
for the lodging and food for 
cast members. Rather than 
set a ticket price based on the 
act, it was decided to charge 
$25 per ticket and offer a dis-
count price for senior citizens 
and military personnel. 

“We have decided to heav-
ily discount for children to 
$10 per ticket,” Tucker said, 
adding charging more might 
prevent some families from 
bringing children to shows. 
“The $25 is an increase, but 
it is the first increase we have 
had and with it we can cut the 
cost of children’s tickets.”

PCOFA ready for new season 
with a new season pass option

Having a set fee also al-
lowed the committee to look 
at what was needed for a sea-
son pass that is still a reason-
able return for the PCOFA 
while offering a significant 
savings to the patron making 
the purchase.

The 2019-2020 season pass 
will be sold in two phases. The 
Summer Blitz starts July 10 
and continues through July 31 
with season passes going for 
$100, which is a $65 savings 
from buying tickets individu-
ally for each show.

Season pass sales contin-
ue from Aug. 1 to Sept. 14 at 
$132, and that concludes the 
opportunity to buy a season 
pass. Starting Sept. 15 only 
single-show tickets are avail-
able.

Tucker said another benefit 
to purchasing a season pass is 
if a patron has a preferred seat 
location that seat becomes the 
patron’s for the entire season.

The season pass applies 
only to the professional acts 
booked by the PCOFA board. 
Passes are not good for Paris 
Community Theater produc-
tions or any of the various 
school performances that 
also take place in the theater. 
Tickets for those shows are 
purchased separately.

Finding professional shows 
is the responsibility of the 
oversight committee’s book-

ing team, and the search starts 
at a big convention.

“Kristin (Chittick) goes 
annually to the Arts Midwest 
Convention where she has ac-
cess to hundreds of perform-
ers and agents,” said Tucker.

Chittick, who is fine arts 
manager for the PCOFA, 
comes back to the commit-
tee with recommendations 
based on performances she 
sees at the convention. Other 
sources considered are acts 
the committee members have 
seen at other venues and sug-
gestions by patrons.

“We talk about what we 
think will fly in Paris,” said 
Tucker. “We also look at the 
financial constraints. We can’t 
afford some of the perform-
ers.”

There is also the problem 
of scheduling because a want-
ed act may not be available at 
a time there is an opening at 
the theater. School plays and 
community theater produc-
tions must be factored into 
when the theater is available 
for PCOFA sponsored per-
formances. Tucker said the 
committee wanted to have a 
country music act this year, 
but none were available in an 
affordable price range and at a 
time compatible in the overall 
schedule.

“I’m on the booking team, 
and it’s a lot of fun,” she said.

REUSE
the news

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Police De-
partment made an arrest 
following a month-long in-
vestigation into a misappro-
priation of funds from the 
Edgar County Association 
for Home and Community 
Education (HCE).

Elizabeth A. Sablotny, 
51, was arrested July 1 on 
a charge of theft by decep-
tion and transported to the 
Edgar County Jail pending a 

Arrest alleges embezzlement 
within local not-for-profit

court appearance. 
The police are alleging Sa-

blotny, as the HCE treasurer, 
wrote checks to herself over 
a six-month period totaling 
approximately $2,000. The 
checks were issued without the 
approval of the HCE govern-
ing board. 

According to Edgar County 
Circuit Court records, Sablot-
ny appeared in custody July 3 
before Judge Steven L. Garst 
and was advised she is facing 
a Class 3 felony theft charge. 

Sablotny was accompanied 
by attorney Karen Burkybile 
for the court appearance. The 
defendant was released on a 
personal recognizance bond, 
and the matter was continued 
to July 15.
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ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 07/10 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 07/12:Thur 07/11:
Pulled pork 

sandwich, baked 
beans, coleslaw 
or garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

Meatloaf, twice 
baked potato 

casserole, choice 
of salad & roll

Sherri Donaldson with 

The House of Florence, 
located in Fithian, is going

 to have an area here at 
Hidden Garden featuring 

her items starting 

      Thursday, July 17

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A local man is spending 
more than two years in prison 
for a new drug conviction that 
ultimately resulted in the revo-
cation of a prior probation sen-
tence for a previous felony drug 
conviction.

Tyge A. Hissem, 28, Urbana 
and Paris, appeared in custody 
of the Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department June 24 for a sen-
tencing hearing on his Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction after 
entering negotiated guilty plea 
in May. He was sentenced to 
30 months in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 
credit for 67 days previously 
served, court costs and various 
state fees. 

In another case, he was re-
sentenced on a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion and was resentenced to 
30 months in the IDOC with 

credit for 161 days previously 
served. The sentences are con-
current.

His oral motion for a jail fur-
lough was denied and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
transport to IDOC.

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench of the Edgar 
County Circuit Court for the 
June 24 and June 27 criminal 
and traffic calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nAlara J. Bapp, 22, Paris, ap-

peared in custody for missing 
a status review hearing for her 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license con-
viction. She was released on a 
personal recognizance bond. 
No further court dates were 
scheduled. Bapp was remand-
ed to custody pending release 
processing.
nJoseph W. Christopher, 28, 

Chrisman, appeared in custody. 
He was released on a furlough 

Hissem prison bound for another drug conviction
to attend a residential treatment 
facility. His unresolved charges 
of a Class 2 felony burglary, a 
Class 3 felony aggravated bat-
tery, a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing and a Class A mis-
demeanor battery were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 

In another matter, the peti-
tions to revoke Christopher’s 
probation sentences for two 
Class 2 felony aggravated bat-
tery convictions and a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. He was remanded to 
custody.
nJacob A. Coe, 42, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court date. His 
unresolved charges of a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery, a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 4 
felony possession of a hypoder-
mic syringe and a Class A mis-
demeanor battery were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Bond was set at $6,000. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nApril L. Dulaney, 41, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
denied a petition to revoke 
her probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine conviction. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nHarold B. Harris, 35, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody and pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony failure to report 
to a penal institution. He was 
sentenced to two years in the 
Illinois Department of Correc-
tions with credit for 20 days 
previously served. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
transport to IDOC.
nNathan W. Hale, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felony 
burglary, a Class 4 felony theft 
and a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing charges. His bond 
was reduced to $7,500 from the 
original bond of $15,000, and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nMichael Harris, no age 

provided, Paris, appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. Bond was set at $5,000, 
and he was ordered to have no 
contact with the apparent vic-
tim or the victim’s residence. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Har-
ris was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nLasha M. Hillyer-Watson, 

34, Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property, two counts of 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 
She told the court she will hire 
an attorney. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Hillyer was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKristin D. Jewell, 38, Dug-

ger, Ind., appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia charges. Bond 
was reduced to $2,500 from 
the original bond of $5,000. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference, and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nEve A. Lorance, 37, New-

man, appeared in custody. A 

presentencing investigation 
was ordered for the petition 
to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentences for two 
counts of a Class 2 felony aggra-
vated fleeing convictions and 
a petition to revoke her proba-
tion sentence for a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The matter 
was continued for the sentenc-
ing hearing and Lorance was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nSierra A. Maus, 28, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody. The preliminary hearing 
was held and probable cause 
was found to formally charge 
her with a Class 1 felony resi-
dential arson. She pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand. 
Maus filed a motion to reduce 
her $50,000 bond and the mat-
ter was continued for a hearing. 

In another matter, Maus 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage 
to property, a Class A misde-
meanor battery and a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. She was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nStacey L. Mejean, 33, 

Bloomington, Ind., appeared 
in custody, and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to eight counts of a Class 3 fel-
ony failure to register as a sex 
offender. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.

In another matter, Mejean’s 
unresolved three counts of a 
Class 3 felony failure to register 
as a sex offender charges were 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. She was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nChad E. Mullenix, 40, Par-

is, appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. He was granted a personal 
recognizance bond. His Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer conviction was contin-
ued for a status review hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nTabitha Munds, 22, Paris, 

appeared in custody and plead-
ed guilty to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe. For the felony convic-
tion, she was sentenced to 120 
days in jail with credit for 37 
days previously served and giv-
en good conduct credit and the 
remaining 46 days are subject to 
the court’s discretion, two years 
of probation, a $500 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. For 
the misdemeanor conviction, 
she was sentenced to two years 
of conditional discharge, court 
costs and various state fees. She 
was ordered to forfeit all items 
seized at the time of her arrest 
and was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nAmber Osborne, 41, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared in custo-
dy. The motion to modify her 
sentence for a Class 2 felony 
delivery of methamphetamine 
conviction was continued for 
a motion ruling. She was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDallas E. Peterson, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody. A 
motion for a personal recogni-
zance bond was denied. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled 
for the petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery conviction 
and his unresolved Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia charges. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nClayton S. Rhoads, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 1 fel-

ony residential burglary, a Class 
3 felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor theft. Bond was set 
at $1,500. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nChantelle M. Rosales, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony theft and a Class A misde-
meanor retail theft. The public 
defender was appointed. Bond 
was set at $5,000. The matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing and Rosales was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDamian M. Thompson, 

28, Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody. He admitted a peti-
tion to revoke his conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license conviction. He 
was resentenced to 30 days in 
jail with good conduct credit to 
apply with credit for nine days 
previously served and the re-
maining 12 days are subject to 
the court’s discretion, one year 
of conditional discharge and he 
was ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nJeffrey T. Vice, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court date. A 
sentencing hearing was sched-
uled for his two counts of a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tions. In another matter, his 
unresolved charges of a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer were continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nEric L. Buntain, 40, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor leaving the scene of 
an accident. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nJacob A. Gates, 18, Denni-

son, was charged and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misdemean-
or illegal consumption of al-
cohol by a minor. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nLogan R. Machango, 19, 

Chrisman, was presented with 
a petition to revoke his court 
supervision for a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nBrian L. Rardin, 35, 

Charleston, was presented 
with and admitted a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
He was resentenced to 30 days 
in jail subject to the court’s dis-
cretion, one year of conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations.
nJeffrey P. Seafler, 49, Kan-

sas, was charged and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license charge. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nEthan A. Watson, 18, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor illegal consumption 
of alcohol by a minor. He plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. The public defender was 
appointed and a pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.

nJoshua D. Willmoth, 18, 
Paris, was charged and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor illegal consumption of 
alcohol by a minor. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

Not guilty pleas
nStacey L. Adams, 56, Kan-

sas, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference. 
nGwyneth F. Blair, 18, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nGinger K. Callaway, 45, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke her probation sentences 
for two Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine con-
victions. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.
nJeremiah A. Fudge, 27, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony failure to register as a sex 
offender. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.
nThomas A. Hale, 20, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felony 
burglary and a Class A misde-
meanor criminal trespassing 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nElva Hood, 35, Chris-

man, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of a 
weapon charges. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nJason D. Nield, 38, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 fel-
ony aggravated driving while 
license is revoked and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license charges. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nThomas J. Philips, 20, 

Lowell, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled.
nTabitha L. Ramirez-Mar-

tinez, 38, Paris, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor re-
tail theft. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.
nMichael A. Richardson, 

49, Chrisman, failed to appear 
in court and the preliminary 
hearing was held in his ab-
sence. The defense pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony theft of a 
motor vehicle charge. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference. An arrest warrant 
for failure to appear in court 
was issued.
nRoxanne M. Rigdon, 37, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nJamie M. Castle, 40, Par-

is, failed to appear in court. 
The court imposed a four-day 
jail sentence with good con-
duct credit to apply that was 
attached to his Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia conviction. A 
no-bond warrant was issued.
nGage A. Chandler, 19, 

Kansas, failed to appear in 
court. The court imposed 
a 90 day-jail sentence with 
credit for four days previously 
served attached to his Class A 

See RECORD, Page 8A
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MICHAEL THRONEBURG
Michael Ray Throneburg, 

64, of Paris, passed away at 
10:47 a.m. Saturday, June 29, 

2019, at his 
home.   

All services 
are private. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting the 
family with 
the arrange-
ments.

More infor-
mation and 

online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com

THRONEBURG

TIMOTHY BODLE
OAKLAND – Timothy 

Harold Bodle, 56, of Oakland, 
passed away Monday, July 1, 

2019, at his 
home.

Visitation 
is 1-4 p.m. 
today, July 6, 
at Krabel Fu-
neral Home 
in Oakland. 
F o l l o w i n g 

visitation, his wishes were to be 
cremated.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Tri-County JFL.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

BODLE
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

In Memory of Keith Goodwin
on his 30th Birthday

7-7-89 ~ 1-17-19

The family of Keith Goodwin would like to 
thank everyone who sent cards, brought food 

and made phone calls during this difficult 
time. We would like to thank Pete, Scott and 
the staff at Templeton Funeral Home, First 
Baptist Church for the funeral dinner, and 

the guys from Kansas Police Department for 
covering for Jeff while he was absent. We 

would also like to thank everyone who donated 
to the Wounded Warrior Project in Keith’s 

memory. Your kindness will never be forgotten.

Thank You,
Jeff, Lori and Kelsey Goodwin

A limb has fallen from the family tree.
I keep hearing a voice that says,

“Grieve not for me.
Remember the best times,

the laughter, the song.
The good life I lived.
while I was strong.”

JAMES KELLER
James Dale Keller, 76, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:04 
p.m. Saturday, June 29, 2019, 

at his resi-
dence. He 
was retired 
after more 
than 20 years 
as co-owner 

of Iron Wheels of Paris and 
had previously co-owned 
and operated R & J Stores for 
more than 22 years.

 A memorial service cel-
ebrating his life was 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 3, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home. The ser-
vice included military rites by 
American Legion Post #211. 
Interment is private in Edgar 
Cemetery at a later date. Vis-
itation was from 4 p.m. until 
the service time Wednesday 
at the funeral home. 

Mr. Keller was born April 
23, 1943, at Ellettsville, Ind., 
the son of Elmer and Nettie 
Patterson Keller. He mar-
ried Carol A. Lindley Nov. 9, 
1963, at Ellettsville, and she 
survives.

Other survivors include 
two children, Doug (Sal-
ly) Keller of Paris and Mary 
Beth (Dr. Steve) Kasprisin of 
Brownsville, Texas; a brother, 
William Keller of Blooming-
ton, Ind.; two sisters, Joyce 
Jackson of Ellettsville and 
Doris Stillions of Bloom-
ington; four grandchildren, 
Sasha ( Jeremy) Robinson of 
Paris, Audrey Keller of Lerna, 
Kelsey Keller of Indianapolis, 
Ind. and Joelle Kasprisin of 
Bartlett; three great-grand-
children, Brentley, Reed and 
Weston Robinson; and sever-
al nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Elmer Keller; 
his mother and stepfather, 
Nettie and Claude Cantrell; 
and a brother, Harold “Buck” 
Keller.

 Mr. Keller was a U.S. Army 

veteran of the Vietnam War. 
Upon completion of his ser-
vice, he moved to Paris as 
owner of the former Dog & 
Suds restaurant, and later 
operated Paris Honda Suzuki 
for several years. He immedi-
ately became involved in the 
Paris community as an active 
leader and public servant. He 
was a member of American 
Legion Post #211, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post #3601, 
Paris Jaycees, Prairie Lodge 
#77 Ancient Free & Accepted 
Masons and Edgar County 
Democrat Boosters. He was 
a former member and past 
president of the Paris High 
School Band Parents where 
he was instrumental in spear-
heading the Marching Tigers 
trip to Hawaii. He was also in-
volved in Paris Junior League 
Basketball as a coach and trea-
surer for many years.

Mr. Keller was proud to 
have served for many years 
on the Paris School District 
95 Board of Education and 
later served three terms on 
the Edgar County Board, in-
cluding several years as board 
chairman. He also served on 
the Paris Township Board of 
Trustees and the City of Par-
is Park Board. He was an avid 
golfer and a loyal Indiana Uni-
versity Basketball fan.

He has now taken a seat 
among such friends as Ron 
Doris, Tom “Weezer” Pata-
las, and Russell Followell as 
part of heaven’s chapter of the 
R & J Coffee Club. They are 
no doubt keeping each oth-
er up-to-date and solving all 
of heaven’s problems, just as 
they did here.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar Coun-
ty Community Foundation 
James D. Keller Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com

PHYLLIS THEIRL
Phyllis Anne Theirl, 70, of 

Paris, passed away at 4:54 p.m. 
Sunday, June 30, 2019, at Car-

le Hospital, 
Urbana. She 
was retired 
after working 
26 years in the 
FSA office at 
Paris. 

A service 
celebrat ing 

her life is 10:30 a.m. today, July 
6, at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Edgar Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 3 to 7 
p.m. Friday, July 5, at the funeral 
home. 

Mrs. Theirl was born Sept. 
19, 1948, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Glenn and Dormilou 
Camerer Bishop. She married 
Dr. David Theirl June 12, 1992, 
at Paris, and he survives. 

Other survivors include two 
sons, Eric (Patricia) Lewsad-
er and Jeff (Candice Schupp) 
Lewsader, both of Chrisman; 
three stepchildren, Julie (Brad) 
Jackson of Peoria, Susan 
(Dustin) Martin of Peoria and 
Christopher (Jodi) Theirl of 
Paris; a brother, Randy Bishop 
of Champaign; three sisters, Di-
ana (John) Keller of Blooming-
ton, Elaine (Mike) Garwood of 
Chrisman and Eileen Lewallen 
of Urbana; nine grandchildren, 
Landen, Patrick, Tei, Brantley, 
Luc, Connor, Ethan, Olivia, and 
Ian; six great grandchildren, Isa-
bella, Isaac, Juliet, Cecillia, Vic, 
and Aubrey; as well as another 
great grandson, Benjamin who 
is due to arrive in November. 

Mrs. Theirl will be remem-
bered as generous and un-
selfish. She was a wonderful 
seamstress who enjoyed wall-
papering and painting the inte-
rior of homes. She took great 
pride in the fact she had paint-
ed the complete interiors of 29 
homes in Sebring, Fla., where 
she and her husband lived part 
of the year. Above all else, she 
loved her friends and family. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Gift of Hope. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

THEIRL

LLOYD NAVEL
OAKLAND – Lloyd Earl 

“Buck” Navel, 92, of Oak-
land, passed away Thursday, 

July 4, 2019, 
at Paris 
Hea l t h c are 
Center. 

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. Mon-
day, July 
8, at Kra-
bel Funeral 
Home. Buri-
al follows 
in Oakland 

Cemetery, with military 

NAVEL

MARY MORRISON
NEOGA – Mary C. Morri-

son, 68, of rural Sigel, passed 
away at 10:28 a.m., Tuesday 

July 2, 2019, 
at Evelyn's 
House of 
Creve Coeur, 
Mo. She was 
a retired re-
c e p t i o n i s t 
for the St. 
Anthony Me-

morial Hospital, Effingham.
A celebration of life ser-

vice is 10 a.m., Monday, July 
8, at Swengel-O'Dell Funeral 
Home, with Shepherd Greg 
Smith of Stewardson officiat-
ing. Burial is in Coon's Ceme-
tery of rural Sigel. Visitation is 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday July 7, 
at the funeral home. 

Mrs. Morrison was born 
Aug. 14, 1950, at Pittsfield, the 
daughter of the late Harold 
and Ramona Joslin Johnson. 
She married Garry Morrison, 
Oct. 25, 1969, at Ft. Leven-
worth, Kan., and he survives. 

She is also survived by 
one son, Jeff (Shari) Morri-
son of Neoga; daughter, Lori 
Morrison (Gary) Bufalo of 
Wentzville, Mo.; four grand-
daughters, Maddi and Me-
gan Morrison of Neoga and 
Sophia and Lilli Bufalo of 
Wentzville, Mo.; two broth-
ers, David (Kathy) Johnson 
of Dennison and John (Amy) 
Johnson of Bloomington; and 
one sister, Linda (George) 
Gray of Indianapolis, Ind.    

Mrs. Morrison was a for-
mer board member of the 
State Porketts, a past presi-
dent of Shelby County Pork 
Producers and a former lead-
er of 4-H. She loved camp-
ing, doing crafts, gardening, 
combing through antique 
shops, watching humming-
birds, playing with her dogs 
and doting upon her grand-
children.

Memorials may be made to 
Evelyn’s House 1000 N Ma-
son Road, Creve Coeur, MO 
63141.

Online condolences at 
www.swengel-odell.com.

MORRISON

ILA GRAHAM
Ila Jean Graham, 86, of Par-

is, passed away at 1:15 a.m. 
Monday, July 1, 2019, at her 

residence.  
A memori-

al service cel-
ebrating her 
life is 2 p.m. 
today, July 
6, at Tem-
pleton Fu-
neral Home. 

Private burial in Grandview 
Cemetery is at a later date.  
Visitation is from 1 p.m. until 
the service time today at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Sugar Grove Unit-
ed Methodist Church or Lin-
colnland Hospice. 

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

GRAHAM

ANTHONY CACCIAPAGLIA
Anthony “Tony” Joseph 

Cacciapaglia, 62, of Port Or-
chard, Wash., passed away at 

6:39 p.m. Fri-
day, June 28, 
2019, in the 
e m e r g e n c y 
room of Hori-
zon Health 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital. He was 

a retired shipfitter who was em-
ployed 36 years at Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard. 

A service celebrating his life 
was 10 a.m. Friday, July 5, at 
First Christian Church in Paris, 
with the Rev. Mark Parkinson 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Edgar Cemetery. Visitation was 
one hour prior to services Fri-
day at the church. Templeton 
Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Cacciapaglia was born 
April 8, 1957, in Bethpage, 
N.Y., the son of the late An-
thony Pasquale and Charlotte 
Schwartz Cacciapaglia. He 
grew up in Bethpage, and San 
Diego, Calif. He married Ann 
C. Chittick April 15, 1988, at 
Port Orchard, Wash., and she 
survives. 

Other survivors include two 
sons, Christopher Cacciapaglia 
of Port Orchard, Wash., and 
Corey Martin of Bremerton, 
Wash.; two brothers, Art Cac-

ciapaglia and Andrew Caccia-
paglia both of San Diego; two 
sisters, Charlene DeBeaumont 
of Farmingdale, N.Y., and 
Christine Alexander of San Di-
ego; his parents-in-law, Bill and 
Linda Chittick of Paris; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Mr. Cacciapaglia was a man 
of the world who loved to trav-
el. He never met a stranger and 
was at home whether in San Di-
ego, Paris, Port Orchard or New 
York. He had exuberance for 
life, exploring nature with those 
he loved, whether it was diving 
in the Caribbean, sailing in San 
Diego, hiking Mount Rainier, 
bicycling the Discovery Trail, 
kayaking in Puget Sound or 
walking the beaches and trails 
of Blake Island and many other 
Washington State parks. 

He also had a passion for 
building things of wood and 
steel as well as blacksmithing 
and fixing things. He figured 
out how things worked, taking 
them apart and putting them 
back together again – eventu-
ally. 

He was a longtime advocate 
for the Manchester Library, 
volunteering yearly at its salm-
on bake. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Friends of the Man-
chester Library, P.O. Box 128, 
Manchester, WA 98353. 

Online Condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

CACCIAPAGLIA

ELSIE SCOTT
KANSAS – Elsie Irene 

Scott, 94, of Kansas, passed 
away Thursday, July 4, 2019, 

at Hilltop 
Skilled Nurs-
ing and Re-
habilitation 
Center.

A graveside 
funeral is 2 
p.m. Sunday, 
July 7, at the 

Arcola Township Cemetery, 
with Bret Hammond officiat-
ing.  Harper-Swickard Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Mrs. Scott was born May 
13, 1925, at Newman, the 
daughter of the late Luther 
M. and Mary Hendershot 
Pennington. She married Alva 
Reece Scott, Nov. 27, 1943, at 
Charleston. He preceded her 
into heaven, Aug. 31, 2007.  

She is survived by their 
children, Ivan (Mary) Scott of 

Terre Haute, Ind., Nila (Larry) 
Boyer of Cunningham, Tenn., 
and Earl (Kathy) Scott of Kan-
sas; six grandchildren and sev-
en great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers and two sis-
ters.

Mrs. Scott was a mem-
ber of the Kansas Christian 
Church. She cleaned homes 
and businesses in and around 
Kansas for many years, includ-
ing the Kansas Library and 
the Forbes-Hutchens Funeral 
Home. She loved playing bin-
go, going dancing and traveling 
with her husband. Above all, 
she was devoted to her family.

The family thanks Lincoln-
land Hospice for the care and 
comfort provided in her last 
days.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Hilltop Activity 
Fund.

Online condolences at www.
hsckfh.com.

SCOTT

THOMAS BOYER
ARCOLA – Thomas R. 

Boyer, 88, of Tuscola, passed 
away at 2:29 a.m. Saturday, 

June 22, 
2019, at his 
residence.

A funer-
al service 
was 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
June 26, at 
the Edwards 

Funeral Home, Arcola, with 
the Rev. Shane Beever officiat-
ing. Burial was the Embarrass 
Cemetery near Redmon. Vis-
itation was from 11 a.m. until 
the service time June 26 at the 
funeral home.   

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Heart Association.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.ed-
wardsfh.net.

BOYER

rites performed by the Ar-
cola American Legion Post 
#0639. Visitation is from 10 
a.m. until the service time 
Monday at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society.

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com.



CAMDEN, S.C. — By now, 
the winners and losers of the 
first Democratic presidential 

debate(s) have 
been thoroughly 
hashed, roasted 
and served up 
overdone.

Bottom line: 
Women won. 
Sens. Kamala 
Harris, Elizabeth 
Warren and 
Amy Klobu-
char all made 
strong showings, 

outshining most in the majori-
ty-male lineup. 

Harris was the undisputed 
winner owing to her dramatic 
confrontation with former Vice 
President Joe Biden over his 
history with race and busing.

But the key to understanding 
who won or lost isn’t what profes-
sional pundits think, as Tom Bro-
kaw noted Friday on MSNBC’S 
“Morning Joe.” It’s what the folks 
are talking about in coffee shops 
and hair salons in places such as, it 
just so happens, South Carolina.

In politics, it always matters 
what the former secessionist state 
is thinking. Not only does South 
Carolina hold the first primaries 
for both parties in the South, 
but it’s often a bellwether of the 
nation’s presidential voting.

More important, this fasci-
nating if largely misunderstood 
state is the nation’s petri dish — a 
diverse laboratory where Amer-
ica’s gravest sins and deepest 
longings comingle in a tempest 
of love, hate, pride, resentment, 
atonement, forgiveness and, yes, 
resurrection.

Katon Dawson, a former state 
Republican Party chairman, 
once told me that he checks the 
political temperature by talking 
to people at the Lizard’s Thicket, 
a popular Columbia restaurant 
among the grits-and-biscuit 
crowd. 

Which is to say, everybody.
When Republican Nikki Haley 

was running for governor in 2010 
and a couple of men claimed to 
have engaged in extramarital re-
lations with her, Dawson got his 
intel at a dry-cleaners. He knew 
Haley would survive when two 
women working there told him 
they didn’t know — or care — if 
the stories were true. 

Haley strongly denied both.
One of my own favorite 

stopovers for political insight 
is Camden Antiques Market, a 
destination shop/social meeting 
place here for dealers, collectors 
and random others who enjoy 
the company of owner Patricia 
Richardson, an erstwhile New 
Yorker and independent voter.

Tall, tough, well-read and 
engaged, Richardson is rarely 
without comment. 

When I popped in after the 
first debate, she reduced her 
impressions to a single scenario: 
“I try to picture each one of them 
sitting across from Kim Jong Un 
and I ask myself, who would do 
best? That’s all I care about, and 
most didn’t qualify.”

Hers is a rational perspective, 
and yet, little time was dedicated 
to foreign policy last Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

With one or two exceptions, 
moderators mostly stuck to do-
mestic issues, despite the fact that 

a president has almost unilateral 
control over so many decisions 
that affect millions of lives.

President Trump’s record 
— pulling out of the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership trade pact, the 
Paris climate accord and the Iran 
nuclear deal; imposing tariffs 
on China; and playing strange 
with Kim and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin — underscores 
how important it is to get a read 
on where candidates stand.

Among the contenders who 
have polled in the upper tier, 
Biden is most experienced in 
the international arena. But his 
debate performance — seeming-
ly confused and tentative at times 
— created new doubts about his 
sturdiness for the top job. 

Twice, he abruptly ended his 
own answers with a “time’s up,” as 
though relieved he didn’t have to 
complete his thought.

When moderators asked 
candidates to raise their hands 
in response to several yes-or-no 
questions, Biden’s went up late 
and halfheartedly. He appeared 
to be gauging audience reaction 
before making his decision.

The same night, Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg of South Bend, Ind., 
gave a decent answer about 
China, noting that the commu-
nist nation is, “using technology 
for the perfection of dictator-
ship,” and he countered Trump’s 
approach with a plea for greater 
investment in domestic compet-
itiveness. 

When the Wednesday field was 
asked if they’d re-enter the Iran 
deal, all but one (New Jersey Sen. 
Cory Booker) raised their hands, 
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  Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
signed the $45 billion 
infrastructure bill into law 

last week 
during a 
three-day 
fly-around 
to several 
Illinois 
cities.

It’s a 
good bet 
that the 
billionaire 
Pritzker 
paid for 

the plane that took him 
and whatever staff he 
brought to the various 
venues, since he’s regularly 
done that since taking 
office in January.

The state hasn’t had an 
appropriation to pay to 
operate its fleet of aircraft 
since Gov. Bruce Rauner 
halted their use during a 
long period of political 
gridlock. 

Illinois is close to 400 
miles long and over 200 
miles wide. Flying is far 
more efficient and much 
less exhausting than driv-
ing to cities throughout 
this state in a day or two or 
even three. The governor 
should have better things 
to do with his time.

The state-owned air-
plane fleet was a constant 
source of irritation to 
good government types 
back in the day and we 
regularly saw news articles 
about their use and/or 
over-use. 

The Associated Press, 
for instance, published a 
story in 2007 about how 
then-Gov. Rod Blagojev-
ich had taken almost 1,000 
flights on state planes in 
five years. Blagojevich was 
known to commute back 
and forth from his home 
in Chicago to Springfield 
on days when the General 
Assembly was in session. 

Several politicians, 
including former Gov. Pat 
Quinn, were legitimately 
criticized over the years 
for taking state planes 
to official government 
events and then hosting 

Thanks   
for all 
you did 

Shoemaker fans the flames of the culture war by pulling Betsy Ross shoes

If you are one of 267 alumni of the Paris 
Marching Tigers who performed at the Aloha 
Bowl in Honolulu, Hawaii, you have Jim 

Keller to thank.
Jim, an avid Paris booster, 

was president of the Paris 
High School Band Parents 
when an opportunity was 
presented to director Warren 
Sperry and the school to 
provide the halftime and 
pre-game entertainment for 
the game.

Jim, died at home Saturday, 
June 29, sitting in his favorite 
chair watching television. He 

was the guy who could make things happen.
If Sperry was the musician and the Pied 

Piper, Jim was the motivator and maker of 
dreams. It was because he pushed his band 
parent members and the community itself 
to raise the funds for the band members and 
chaperones to fly to Honolulu, see the sites, 
enjoy the beach and perform, that the dream 
became a reality.

Consider this. 
Some of the students who made that trip to 

the Aloha Bowl had never been farther away 
from Paris than Terre Haute or Indianapolis. 
Boarding a 747 jet in Chicago, flying for 9 
hours to Hawaii was akin to someone saying 
to them, “let’s go to the moon.” It was some-
thing most of those teenagers — now adults 
living around the country — would never 
had the opportunity to do.

Of course, Jim didn’t raise the money 
by himself. There were noodle dinners, 
bake sales, Christmas tree sales, fruit sales, 
popcorn sales, a mud-wrestling event and a 
telethon to raise the funds for the trip. 

For those of us there in Aloha Stadium, 
seeing the orange and black marching onto 
the field was a sight we will never forget. I will 
never forget the late Patrick Littleton singing 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” dressed in a 
Hawaiian shirt and waving to the crowd when 
he was done. 

I will never forget the voice of the late 
Frank Clinton booming out over the stadium 
public address system providing the narrative 
for the halftime show.

Where was Jim during all of the festivities? 
He was standing on the sidelines with a big 
grin. I remember taking a picture of Jim with 
Warren after the performance. It was one for 
the books.

But there was so much more to Jim than 
being band parents’ association president. He 
was a longtime member of the Paris Union 
School District 95 board of education. He 
served several terms on the Edgar County 
Board, including as the board president. 
That’s quite a feat considering he was a 
lifelong Democrat in a heavily Republican 
county.

When I dreamed of taking PHS drama stu-
dents and community members to see pro-
fessional theater in Chicago, Jim was the guy 
who made it happen. He arranged the buses, 
took the money for tickets and transportation 
and helped me get organized. There were 
trips to see “Beauty and the Beast,” “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
and “Phantom of the Opera.” 

If there was a community project that 
needed support, Jim was there. When the 
cheerleaders were raising money for new uni-
forms, they planned to serve nachos at some 
event. Jim provided the cheese so we could 
make more money.

Jim and his wife, Carol, are the parents of 
two children Doug (Sally) of Paris and Mary 
Beth (Dr. Steve) Kasprisin. Whatever Doug 
and Mary Beth were involved in, the Kellers 
were there.

Jim and Carol came to Paris to operate the 
new Dog and Suds restaurant on the corner 
of Central and Jasper Street. He and his 
partner, the late Russ Followell, also owned 
the local motorcycle shop and R & J Stores. 
When they sold the store to retire, Jim — not 
one to sit around — became the co-owner of 
Iron Wheels.

There are so many Jim Keller stories 
I’ve experienced first-hand or heard about 
through the years. I always wanted to be a 
fly on the wall at the R & J’s Coffee Club to 
hear how that group solved the community’s 
problems. As Warren noted in his eulogy this 
week, if there wasn’t a problem to discuss, the 
group members theorized about problems 
that hadn’t occurred yet and attempted to 
solve them.

Perhaps most astounding to me is that Jim 
wasn’t raised anywhere close to our commu-
nity. He and Carol were born and raised in 
Ellettsville, Ind. We were lucky enough to 
have them come to our community and make 
it their home.

I like to think Jim is in heaven sitting 
around a table with Ron Doris, Tom Patalas 
and Russ Followell, with never empty cups of 
coffee and all the time they need to talk and 
laugh.

Thank you for all you did and were to our 
community, Jim. 

You will be missed.
(Nancy Zeman is the publisher and part 

owner of The Prairie Press. Email her nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)

Nike managed this week to do 
something all the neo-Nazis, Klans-
men, alt-righters and other political 
low-lifes could never do: It turned 
the Betsy Ross flag into a racist 
symbol.

Nike decided to bow to the advice 
of former NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick — who refused to stand 
for the national anthem before a 
football game. 

The shoe giant was prepared to 
release a line of sneakers for the 
Fourth of July featuring the original 
Betsy Ross American flag — com-
plete with 13 stars. Kaepernick was 
offended because some extemist 
groups brandish the Betsy Ross flag 
to make sort of point no one should 
have to worry about. 

The thing is, most Americans had 
no idea white supremacists were 
doing this. In countless news stories, 
reporters contacted experts who 
either didn’t know about it or were 
only vaguely aware that this is one of 
the things these groups like to wear 
as capes during dress-up time.

The Anti-Defamation League’s 
Center on Extremism has a database 

of more than 150 hate symbols. 
Guess what? The Betsy Ross flag is 
not among them.

Many symbols have been appro-
priated for evil purposes including 
the swastika, an ancient Asian 
symbol of good luck until the Nazis 
took it. 

When evil people acquire symbols 
for their own ends, the only guaran-
tee of success is when everyone else 
validates the acquisition.

Nike should have gone ahead 
with the special-edition shoes. A 
few neo-Nazis and a few more social 
justice warriors would have com-
plained. Everyone else would’ve 
gone about their day totally uncon-
cerned.

Nike followed the advice of a 
man whose business model is to stir 
grievance and controversy for its 
own sake.

The ranks of the perpetually 
offended will misread this trolling-

to-own-the-libs effort as an endorse-
ment of hate speech. The culture war 
will have yet another idiotic fight 
on its hands and a symbol of the 
country’s founding that should be a 
uniting image for all Americans will 
now be reduced to a weapon in that 
war.

Chances are if you’ve watched 
very closely at one of these stupid 
rallies, several of the losers are likely 
wearing Nike shoes. Does that make 
Nikes symbols of white supremacy? 

Of course not.
What if the neo-Nazis began wear-

ing that famous swoosh on the front 
of their shirts? Nike would freak 
out, giving these attention-seekers a 
bonanza in free publicity.

So here’s an idea: Our local arts 
groups could always use some cash. 
Nike, we’ll take those shoes off your 
hands. We’re more than happy to sell 
them to the millions of Americans 
— depending on how many were 
manufactured — who would love to 
wear them as a proud symbol of our 
nation. 

We guarantee the shoes will be 
gone in 24-48 hours.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Nike doing it wrong

Criticism 
flies both 
ways in 
travel

Democrat debates reveal galaxy of stars
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COMBINED ANNUAL BUDGET & APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 
FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING MAY 1, 2019 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2020

AN ORDINANCE TERMED THE COMBINED ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION OR-
DINANCE, IN AND BY WHICH THE GOVERNING BODY DOES APPROPRIATE SUCH SUM 
OR SUMS OF MONEY AS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY TO DEFRAY ALL NECESSARY 
EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES OF PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT IN 
THE COUNTY OF EDGAR AND STATE OF ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
MAY 1, 2019 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2020, AND SPECIFYING THE OBJECTS AND PUR-
POSES FOR WHICH APPROPRIATIONS ARE MADE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT in Edgar County, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1

The following sums of money, or so much thereof as may be authorized by law, be and the 
same are hereby appointed for the objects and purposes herein specified to defray all neces-
sary expenses and liabilities of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT in 
Edgar County, Illinois, for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2019, and ending April 30, 2020, 
both inclusive:

 1. Salaries       45,000.00
 2. Payroll Taxes        9,000.00
 3. Maintenance - Building     15,000.00
 4. Maintenance- Vehicles     50,000.00
 5. Maintenance- Equipment     25,000.00
 6. Maintenance- Grounds       5,000.00
 7. Workman’s Compensation Insurance    16,000.00
 8. Liability Insurance      20,000.00
 9. General Insurance      15,000.00
 10. Telephone        4,500.00
 11. Utilities       13,000.00
 12. Travel         4,000.00
 13 Training         1,700.00
 14. Postage            150.00
 15. Trash Removal           400.00
 16. Printing         1,500.00
 17. Accounting      12,000.00
 18. Legal         2,500.00
 19. Other Professional Services       1,000.00
 20. Dues         1,500.00
 21. Communicationa      20,000.00
 22. Contracts         70,000.00
 23. Office Supplies           2,000.00
 24. Gasoline/Diesel        15,000.00
 25. Operating Supplies      50,000.00
 26. Publications             500.00
 27. Miscellaneous and Contingent    50,000.00
 28. Equipment    248,891.71
 29. Vehicles & Vehicle Leases     50,000.00

 
  Total Appropriations:   748,641.71
 

SECTION  II

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage, approv-
al and publication, as provided by law.

SECTION  III

1.  Balance on hand as of May 1, 2019
 MMA       358,524.88
 NOW           7,116.83
2.   Anticipated  Revenue for the fiscal year
 Real Estate Taxes     360,000.00
 Foreign Fire Insurance        4,000.00
 Personal Property Replacement Tax (PPRT)     13,000.00
 Interest          1,000.00
 Miscellaneous         5,000.00
3.   Total Funds Available                 $748,641.71
4.   Estimate of the expenditures contemplated
 in the fiscal year: 2019-2020                $748,641.71
5.   Estimate of cash expected to be on hand at
 End of fiscal year April 30, 2020                   0

PASSED by the Board of Trustees of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DIS-
TRICT, approved by the President and filed with the Secretary of the Trustees of said Fire 
Protection District this 20th day of June, 2019.

APPROVED:   M. Scott Ingrum, President
ATTEST:          Ben G. Lueken, Secretary

CERTIFICATE
I, Ben G. Lueken, do hereby certify that I am duly appointed and acting Secretary of the Paris 
Community Fire Protection District, Edgar County, Illinois, and that the above and foregoing 
is true and correct copy of the Budget and Appropriation Ordinance duly passed by the Board 
of Trustees of the Paris Community Fire Protection District for the year ending April 30, 2020.

 Dated this 20th day of June, 2019
Ben G. Lueken, 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
Paris Community Fire Protection District.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
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What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
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UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.
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 Member SIPC

Timing Counts When It Comes 
to Your Social Security Benefi t

Social Security can be one of your most valuable 
retirement assets. The decision of when you start 
taking your benefi t impacts how much you’ll receive. 

Call or visit today, and learn how your decision 

impacts your overall retirement income strategy.

Final decisions about Social Security fi ling strategies always rest 
with you and should always be based on your specifi c needs 
and health considerations. For more information, visit the Social 
Security Administration website at www.socialsecurity.gov.










$700

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

PARKER
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including that evening’s 
hands-down winner, for-
mer Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary 
Julian Castro.

Notwithstanding Rich-
ardson’s keen observation, 
the most important ques-
tion remains: Who can 
beat Donald Trump? 

The conventional 
wisdom that Biden could 
is no longer so obvious. 
On the other hand, Harris 
showed through her 
skirmish with the elder 
statesman that she’s fear-
less and sharp and won’t 
back down.

The night is very young, 
but my best prediction 
(until next time) would 
be a Harris-Buttigieg or 
a Harris-Castro ticket. 
Either combo would be 
formidable, smart, fresh, 
telegenic, classy, well-spo-
ken and — a relief.

(Kathleen Parker is a po-
litically conservative-leaning 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

campaign events nearby.
The government flights 

essentially helped subsidize 
their campaigns.

But the debate shifted 
during Gov. Rauner’s one 
and only term.  The me-
ga-rich Republican was crit-
icized by a reform group in 
2017 for renting a helicopter 
with his own personal money 
to visit a flooded area in Lake 
County. 

The executive director of 
the Illinois Campaign for 
Political Reform said at the 
time that there should be 
some sort of public disclo-
sure when private funds are 
used for state purposes.

And Pritzker was just 
criticized by another reform 
group for paying for private 
jet rides for him and his staff 
to official events in Washing-
ton, DC, and New York. “It 
feels wrong,” said the exec-
utive director of Common 
Cause Illinois, according to 
Chicago’s NBC 5. The re-
former said the use of private 
money for public purposes 
concerned him.

It may “feel wrong” 
because of the amount of 
money involved, but there 
are some elected officials of 
more modest means who 
choose not to accept travel 
and mileage reimbursements, 
or per diems or whatever.

For that matter, some 
public school teachers dip 
into their own pockets to pay 
for classroom supplies. What 
do we do about them?

Not long after Quinn was 
elevated to governor after 
Blagojevich was impeached 
and removed from office, 
an Associated Press sto-
ry favorably highlighted 
Quinn’s decision to pay for 
most of his overseas travel 
as lieutenant governor out 
of his own pocket. The story 
also reported that Quinn 
refused to accept a daily meal 
allowance when traveling and 
often paid for his own hotel 
rooms. 

Not a single good govern-
ment group spoke up back 
then to say Quinn’s alleged 
thriftiness with state money 
by paying his own way “feels 
wrong.” 

But two rich guys in a row 
have taken heat for using 

their own money for trips 
on private aircraft instead of 
billing taxpayers.

I get the class conscious-
ness angle here. 

“Get a load of Mr. Bigshot 
flying around on private jets.”

But the guy is rich beyond 
most of our comprehensions 
and, just like Rauner before, 
Illinoisans knew that when 
they elected him. 

The reformers need 
to think this whole thing 
through and come back with 
an actual policy proposal that 
goes beyond feelings and 
addresses the potential for 
real abuses. The Center for 
Illinois Politics announced 
last week that it would host a 
public forum about this topic 
so it could be thoroughly 
discussed. 

Either way, pick a lane. 
Don’t spend decades 
complaining about the use 
of state-owned planes then 
suddenly shift to criticizing 
privately funded flights.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441
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BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – State of-
ficials in Illinois reacted with 
scorn recently to a legal filing 
in Sangamon County that 
challenges the constitution-
ality of two sets of bonds the 
state issued in 2003 and 2017 
totaling $14.3 billion.

The complaint, by Illinois 
Policy Institute CEO John 
Tillman and the New York-
based investment firm War-
lander Asset Management, 
led by its founder and chief 
investment officer Eric Cole, 
seeks a court order blocking 
the state from paying off those 
bonds. It alleges that both 
bond issuances violate the Il-
linois Constitution’s limits on 
state borrowing authority.

A spokeswoman for Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker called the fil-
ing “not worth the paper it’s 
written on,” while Illinois 
Treasurer Michael Frerichs 
called it a “political stunt,” 
and Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza dubbed it a “ridicu-
lous-on-its-face filing.”

The complaint was filed 
Monday in Sangamon County 
Circuit Court in two parts. The 
first is a petition by Tillman 
seeking permission to sue the 
state, something required un-
der Illinois law; the second is a 
complaint by both Tillman and 
Warlander Asset Management, 
which holds about $25 million 
worth of other outstanding Illi-
nois bonds.

The suit names Pritzker, 
Mendoza and Frerichs as de-
fendants.

The complaint is based on 
Article 9, Section 9, of the 
Illinois Constitution, which 
gives the state authority to 
issue bonds “for specific pur-
poses.” That article also places 
limits on short-term borrow-
ing by the state.

At issue is $10 billion in 
bonds the state issued in 2003 
to shore up state pension 
funds and $6 billion in bonds 
the state issued in 2017 to pay 
down its backlog of unpaid 
bills.

The complaint argues that 
in both cases, the bonds were 

actually used to mask over fi-
nancial deficits in the state’s 
general operating budget and 
therefore weren’t really for 
“specific purposes.”

Emily Bittner, Pritzker’s 
deputy chief of staff for com-
munications, rejected that ar-
gument, saying in a statement 
that, “Several layers of bond 
counsel and Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan were required to 
sign off on bond offerings, and 
these met those standards.”

The Illinois Policy Institute 
is a nonprofit think tank that 
advocates for free-market pol-
icies, limited government and 
expansion of charter schools. 
Tillman, its CEO, has been an 
outspoken critic of the state’s 
financial policies for years, and 

for a time was a strong sup-
porter of former Republican 
Gov. Bruce Rauner. 

The timing of the legal chal-
lenge, coming on the first day 
of the new fiscal year, was con-
spicuous because the new bud-
get plan lawmakers just passed 
allows for issuing $1.2 billion 
in general obligation bonds to 
pay down more of the state’s 
backlog of unpaid bills.

A spokeswoman for the 
Governor’s Office of Manage-
ment and Budget said in an 
email that the bonds for pay-
ing down the bill backlog will 
likely be issued this fall.

Asked whether he intends 
to launch a similar challenge 
against the next round of state 
bonds, Tillman said in an email 

the lawsuit has nothing to do 
with the new fiscal year’s bud-
get.

“The rationale behind the 
filing is based on our firm be-
lief that the issuances of Gen-
eral Obligation bonds in two 
specific years — in 2003 & 
2017 — are unconstitutional 
by not fulfilling the require-
ments in Section 9 of the Illi-
nois Constitution," he said.

Mendoza, however, sug-
gested that the lawsuit is a 
deliberate attempt to scare 
capital markets and drive up 
interest rates that the state will 
pay.

State leaders scoff at legal challenge to state bonds
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A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer convictions. A no-
bond warrant for his arrest 
was issued.
nAmber N. Roberts, 

36, Paris, learned the court 
granted her motion to with-
draw a guilty plea to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct conviction and 
the state reinstated a Class 
A misdemeanor battery 
charge. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-

ence.
nJada J. Tresner, 30, Paris, 

learned the court quashed a 
warrant for her arrest for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. Her Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license charge was continued 
for a pretrial conference.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individuals 
failed to answer the court call: 
Sabrina M. Pearson, 33, West 
Union; Sherry L. Ricketts, 
48, Paris; Jacob L. Vanness, 
18, Paris; and Amber L. Furry 
Vice, 41, Paris.

SINGER
FROM PAGE 1A

MAMMA MIA
FROM PAGE 1A

Koch for the production at 
the Ogunquit Playhouse in 
Ogunquit, Me. Metcalf said 
he is familiar with Koch’s work 
because he created the set for 
“Million Dollar Quartet.” Met-
calf served as a production as-
sistant for that show.

The set — which required 
a 53-foot trailer for hauling — 
was located at Muse Machine 
in Dayton, Ohio. Cody and 
Lindsey Keys of Cody Keys 
Trucking LLC provided the 
transportation for the set to 
Paris and back to Dayton when 
the show is finished.

The set utilizes sliding pieces 
instead of flying pieces, Metcalf 
explained. 

“I liked the functionality,” he 
noted. “I wanted to highlight 
the technical capacity of this 
beautiful theater.”

“Mamma Mia” is a jukebox 
musical based on the songs of 
Benny Andersson and Bjorn 
Ulvaeus, former members of 
ABBA. The title of the musical 
is taken from the group’s 1975 
chart-topper “Mamma Mia.” 

The musical premiered in 
London’s West End in 1999, in 
Toronto in 2000 and on Broad-
way in 2001. A movie based 
on the musical was released in 
2008.

 More than 60 million peo-
ple worldwide have seen the 
show. As of 2018, the show is 
the seventh longest-running 
show in West End history. The 
Broadway show closed in Sep-
tember 2015 following a 14-
year run.

It takes place on the fictional 
Greek island Kalokairi where 
20-year-old Sophie Sheridan 
(Christiana Marlowe) is pre-
paring to marry her fiancé, Sky 

(Sean Blair). Sophie wants her 
father to walk her down the 
aisle but doesn’t know who 
he is. She discovers her mom’s 
old diary and finds entries 
with clues to who her father 
might be — Sam Carmichael 
(Tanner Laughlin), Bill Austin 
(Christian Landes) and Harry 
Bright (Aaron Rhoads). 

Three months before her 
wedding, she mails wedding 
invitations to the three men 
without letting her mother 
know. The only people who 
know are her two bridesmaids, 
Lisa (Kadi Henry) and Ali 
(Caiti Kozelichki).

A couple of days before 
the wedding, Donna (Erin 
Hutchison) begins receiving 
guests including her longtime 
best friends Tanya (Michelle 
Jacobs) and Rosie (Melanie 
Clark). The trio was a girl 
group called “Donna and the 
Dynamos.” 

The two-act musical’s story 
moves toward the conclusion 
of who is Sophie’s father, if 
there is a wedding and what 
the future holds for the char-
acters.

Other cast members are Ka-
leb Reed as Pepper and Tres-
ton Jones as Eddie. Ensemble 
members are Grace Vaughn, 
Jackie Landsaw, Jordyn Davis, 
Agnes Wright, Millie Arp, Me-
gan Houlihan, Haley Sanders, 
Bethanny Lawson, Katarina 
Waltz, Eric Marlowe, Dae-
gan Hood, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Amanda Hood, Kristin Chit-
tick and Craig Smith. Jane 
Blair, Lisa McCulloch and Da-
vid Kirsch are working as stage 
managers.

Choreographer for the pro-
duction is professional chore-
ographer and musical theater 
actor Jennie Hughes, who was 
hired by Metcalf following a 

search and audition. She has 
spent the last six weeks in Paris 
working with the cast. (See re-
lated story on page 1B)

“This show needed the flash 
and dazzle of a professional 
choreographer,” Metcalf ex-
plained. 

Metcalf noted it is not just 
Paris residents who are in the 
show. There are cast members 
from Chrisman, Hume, Savoy 
and Charleston. 

“We are excited that other 
people want to be a part of our 
company,” he said.

Costumes for the produc-
tion were purchased from The 
Little Theater on the Square in 
Sullivan. They will be available 
for rental by other companies, 
Metcalf said.

Metcalf is hopeful “Mamma 
Mia” will be another success 

for the Paris Community The-
ater which will allow the group 
to grow. Last year the group 
produced two shows, “Joseph” 
and “Backwards Broadway,” a 
one-night cabaret.

“We’ve expanded this year 
to three shows including the 
musical, a children’s show in 
August and another cabaret,” 
he said, adding the group 
hopes to continue to deliver 
productions to Edgar Coun-
ty.

Next year’s musical depends 
on how many attend the per-
formances of “Mamma Mia.”

“We’re looking at a couple 
of shows, but a lot of it will 
depend on our ticket sales,” he 
said.

Tickets for the show are 
available at Prospect Bank or 
online at www.pcofa.net.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

One of the novelty dance numbers in “Mamma Mia” features 
dancers in wet suits and flippers. Rehearsing the number are, 
from left, Kaleb Reed, Megan Houlihan, Christiana Marlowe and 
Sean Blair. The latest Paris Community Theater production is 
scheduled July 12-14 at the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

tracking the city library’s finan-
cial records.

None of the commission-
ers had a problem with the 
work performance of Burns 
and Kindred, but they said a 
$2 per hour jump is too much 
at one time.

Wolfe asked if anybody 
had looked at how long the 
employees at the other mu-
nicipalities were in the job be-
fore earning the higher rates 
of pay. Alexander did not see 
that as an issue.

“We are not even close to 
what other municipalities pay 
for any of our employees,” 
said Alexander.

According to Mayor Dan 
Owen, the city gives employ-
ees annual pay raises in De-
cember but Wolfe and Burns 
disputed that. Wolfe said the 
city gives employees a Christ-
mas bonus but not a raise. 
Burns added city records 
indicate employees are to re-
ceive an annual cost of living 
increase, although she found 
no case of that happening go-
ing back through city records.

The council did approve 
giving each woman a $1 an 
hour raise with another eval-
uation in six months. Burns 
new pay rate is $15 per hour, 
and Kindred moves to $12.50. 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

PIGS
FROM PAGE 1A

the overall quality of the an-
imal. Show pigs are often a 
higher quality animal and 
are a lot bigger. The com-
mercial counterparts are of-
ten skinnier with the focus 
being on producing more 
animals while still retaining 
quality. 

The high-level quality 
care Trogdon Show Pigs 
puts into each hog has been 
the biggest difference set-
ting them apart from their 
competition across the past 
14 years.

“Taking care of the pigs 
is an all-day, everyday job,” 
Erik said. “We have high 
standards on washing them, 
walking them and taking 
care of everything from 
their hair to their skin.” 

A fundamental part of 
their operation comes 
through the help of neigh-
bor Scott Funkhouser. 
Funkhouser helps take care 
of the farm and animals 
when the Trogdons travel 
to different shows.

The Little Illini Classic 
is another occasion for the 
Trogdon duo to showcase 
their pigs, while providing 
an immediate opportunity 
to pig farmers in the area 
as well. 

“Erik and I travel a lot 

A personal highlight of 
the experience for Sellers 
was working with Deke Sha-
ron, who was the arranger 
and music producer for the 
Pitch Perfect movies. She de-
scribed Sharon as profession-
al, fun and encouraging. 

“It’s cool working with 
someone who really knows 
the business, and he pushed 
me past what I thought I was 
capable of,” said Sellers. “It 
was a huge confidence boost 
for me. It also justified for 
me that I have talent, to be 
able to do something I love, 
and to be told I’m good at it. 
I believe everyone has that 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – The centu-
ry old village hall in Kansas 
needs repairs.

Village trustees at the 
Wednesday, July 6, meeting 
approved a $6,000 proposal 
from D&E Builders for re-
pairs to the main entry door. 
The work includes a new 
door, a new doorjamb made 
of either composite material 
or coated with PVC, repair 
or replacement of brick and 
tuckpointing an area of brick 
approximately 16 inches wide 
and 10 feet high to stop water 
infiltration 

Village trustee Pam Shaffer 
advised the trustees anoth-
er area on the exterior south 
wall of building is bulging and 
will require repairs. The last 
time a bulge in the bricks was 
repaired, the village faced a 
$20,000 expense.

Village trustee Jim Vail 
suggested if these kinds of 
expenses continue it may be 
necessary to think about de-

molishing the building and 
putting the village hall in an-
other structure. Trustee Steve 
Hood said the last time that 
idea was discussed it raised 
a great deal of negative feed-
back from village residents.

The other action of the eve-
ning was approving a modi-
fication to the Edgar County 
Enterprise Zone to assist The 
Equity with an expansion at 
Horace that will result in 25 
new jobs.

Enterprise Zone admin-
istrator Michael Martin said 
Kansas was the last jurisdic-
tion in the zone to approve 
the expansion and the plan 
now goes to Springfield for fi-
nal review. The cities of Chris-
man and Paris along with the 
Edgar County Board previ-
ously signed off on the plan. 

Kansas Police Chief Jeff 
Goodwin gave a report of the 
past month’s activities that 
included responding to one 
car crash resulting in a driving 
under the influence arrest and 
assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment on two occasions. The 
department wrote 12 tickets 
for moving violations. 

Goodwin said he issued 
five ordinance violations and 
those properties are now in 
compliance. He is also re-
searching how the new state 
laws regarding the recreation-
al use of cannabis may require 
changing the village ordi-
nances.

“The state’s trying to figure 
out what they are doing,” said 
Goodwin.

Village employee Andrew 
Henn said the installation of a 
new sensor at the water treat-
ment plant went well and ev-
erything is working. 

He said oil and chipping of 
some village streets will likely 
happen in August. 

The almost incessant rain 
that has plagued farmers and 
construction projects has also 
created headaches for Henn. 
Kansas is in a low spot and 
prone to flooding. It is keep-
ing the village employees 
busy trying to open plugged 

drainage tiles.
“There are so many place 

in town where the horns have 
been run over or buried,” 
Henn said. 

Catch basins filled with 
dirt, gravel and debris are 
another issue. Henn said one 
such catch basin did not drain 
and as a result water backed 
up into the treatment and 
learning center operated by 
the Eastern Illinois Area of 
Special Education.

Frequent rains and stand-
ing water is a formula for an 
outbreak in the mosquito 
population. 

The village is combatting 
that by putting larvacide 
tablets in the open catchba-
sins when practical between 
rains. Henn is also operating 
a fogging sprayer within the 
village.

“The mosquitoes we are 
seeing in town are flood mos-
quitoes,” said Henn. “I can’t 
do anything about them be-
cause of all the water that is 
out in the country.”

Repairs OK’d for Kansas Village Hall
BY JANE BLAIR
Jane@parisblairs.com

The Paris City Band wel-
comes five directors and 
two special guests for a con-
cert of patriotic favorites 2-4 
p.m. in the Spicer Pavilion at 
Twin Lakes Park today, July 
6, as part of the Paris com-
munity’s Independence 
Day celebration. 

The afternoon opens 
with the colors presented 
by members of the Amer-
ican Legion, accompanied 
by the “Star Spangled Ban-
ner.” 

Directors Kevin Pruiett 
and Jessica Hendrickson 
return to the stage once 
more this season and retired 
directors Susan Hiddle, 
Jim Bellerud, and Warren 

City band performs annual 
Independence Day concert

Sperry are also conducting the 
band. Retired band manager 
Susan Farris introduces the se-
lections.

The concert includes five pa-
triotic marches including John 
Philip Sousa’s “Liberty Bell.”  

“Lincoln at Gettysburg” 
features Tanner Laughlin as 
narrator.

Other numbers on the play-
bill are George Gershwin’s 
”You’re a Grand Ole Flag” 
and Irving Berlin’s “God Bless 
America,” sung by vocalist Kim 
Henness. 

Longtime city band direc-
tor Warren Sperry conducts 
the “Armed Forces Salute” and 
the traditional closing march, 
“Stars and Stripes Forever,” 
featuring Susan Hiddle on the 
piccolo. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Erin Sellers, third from left, joins with other Wal-Mart employ-
ees to make a music video. Sellers works in Paris Wal-Mart phar-
macy and was one of only 12 employees selected nation-wide to 
participate in the special event.

to different shows across the 
country but this one is differ-
ent,” Jared Trogdon said. “It 
is here in Edgar County and 
there is something special 
about it being in this commu-
nity.” 

Erik Trogdon is especially 
excited about the opportuni-
ties that having the show in 
Edgar County provides to area 
youth. 

“So many shows are several 
hours away and there aren’t re-
ally many chances for the kids 
here to travel and show their 
pigs,” Erik Trodgon said. “Hav-
ing it here though will allow 
them the chance to come out 
and see the things that happen 
at these shows, and they can 
learn from it.” 

The cousins have been in 
business together for well over 
a decade now and are excited 
about the future of the com-
pany. The only thing that has 
been around longer has been 
the family bond the two share. 

“We have been doing this a 
long time and it is practically 
like we are brothers now,” Jared 
Trogdon said. “Like any fam-
ily you have your differences, 
but we have worked through 
them and stayed focused on 
the pigs.” 

“Keeping the business in our 
family is the best way to do it,” 
Erik Trogdon said. “There is no 
one else I would rather work 
next to.” 

Special to The Prairie Press

Krayten Trogdon, daughter of Jared Trogdon, walks a family 
show pig down the runway. Trogdon Show Pigs is sponsoring 
the Little Illini Classic Hog Show July 13 at the Edgar County 
Fairgrounds.

Special to The Prairie Press

Erik Trogdon’s niece Hallee Rhoads stands behind a Trogdon 
family pig during a recent show. Local cousins Erik and Jared 
Trogdon are making a name for themselves by producing high 
quality animals for the show ring market. talent. There’s just always that 

voice saying you aren’t good 
enough.”

It is not certain if this is 
a one time event, or if Wal-
Mart will produce more mu-
sic videos featuring the em-
ployees. Those in charge of 
the project told the singers if 
the videos are well received 
the company may bring them 
back to do more productions. 

One of the videos features 
the song “America, the Beau-
tiful,” which Wal-Mart plans 
to release sometime over the 
July 4 holiday weekend. 

“The other is something 
called the Wal-Mart Shuffle, 
which they’ll release later,” 
Sellers said. “They haven’t 
told us when yet.” 

“A six-month evaluation 
does not mean another 
raise – it’s just a review,” 
said Alexander. 

Plans advanced for 
spending $50,000 on 
street work this summer. 
Commissioner Thad 
Crispin said the project 
does a micro-surfacing of 
Monroe and Madison ave-
nues from state Route 1 to 
Indiana Street on the east 
side of the city square.

“That includes grinding 
all of the bumps on the 
road and digging up the 
cold patch and putting in 
concrete,” said Crispin.

He is also working on 
a project to oil and chip a 
cul-de-sac at the south end 
of Illinois Street.

Commissioner Brian 
Haddix said despite the 
continuing rains, work is 
progressing on improve-
ments at the city waste-
water treatment plant. 
He added the first step in 
removing blighted proper-
ties in Chrisman has start-
ed.

Letters went out to sev-
eral property owners ad-
vising them their buildings 
are condemned and they 
have 10-days to take cor-
rective measures. Failure 
to act allows the city to de-
molish the buildings, place 
a lien against the property 
and perhaps eventually 
take possession. 

“I want to be careful,” 
said Haddix. “I don’t want 
the city owning all of these 
properties.” 
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BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

TERRE HAUTE — Sitting in a 
sweat-stained locker room at Memori-
al Stadium, a group of four 2018 Par-
is football alums — Jacob and Caleb 
Gates, Caleb Mullenix and Josh Will-
moth took off their all-star jerseys and 
orange and black Tiger-striped helmets 
for the last time. 

The former Tigers participated in 
the Wabash Valley Coaches Associa-
tion All-Star game Saturday, June 29, at 
the home of the Indiana State Univer-
sity Sycamore — Memorial Stadium 
Terre Haute.

 The four alums were members  of 
the Black division team. The team con-
sisted of players and coaches from the 
Wabash Valley area and was manned 
by PHS Coach Jeremy Clodfelder. The 
Black division team lost the contest 45-
3, but the Paris grads were able to se-
cure memories through the game and 
the week of practice beforehand that 
will last them a lifetime. 

“It means a lot to have the chance to 
come out here one more time to play 
with my friends and represent the Paris 
football program and the great season 
that we had,” Jacob Gates said. “It is an-
other chance to play this game and we 
will remember it forever.” 

With just one week of practice be-
fore the game, it is often difficult for 
teammates to sync with teammates 

that they have never played with be-
fore. 

Despite that challenge, the group 
had each other to lean on through the 
ups and downs of the week’s activities. 

“It was an amazing week and I 

wouldn’t trade it for anything,” Mul-
lenix said. “There are always just a few 
guys who get picked from each team 
and for Paris to have so many repre-
sented — and to be among them — it 
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A pinky 
moment 
plus a 
big win

It wasn’t Brandi 
Chastain ripping off 
her jersey, a World Cup 

moment 
that still 
resonates 
20 years 
later.

For this 
Women’s 
World 
Cup, 
though, 
Alex 
Morgan’s 
extended 

pinky was a signature 
moment of its own.

Whether it was pure 
brilliance or purely 
cheesy depends largely 
on which side of the pond 
you reside. Debate that if 
you wish, but there is no 
debate about this:

The U.S. women’s team 
is in yet another World 
Cup final — and somehow 
this run seems even more 
fun than the ones that 
came before.

A match that featured a 
bit of everything Tuesday 
night in France ended with 
a familiar winner — and 
with more of the kind of 
soccer heartbreak that 
is achingly familiar to 
England.

The way it all unfolded 
on the way to a 2-1 U.S. 
win, though, wasn’t all that 
familiar to either side.

No Megan Rapinoe. No 
tying goal in the second 
half even while all of 
England was already deep 
into celebration.

A tea sipping gesture by 
Morgan that was as good 
as her go ahead goal. A 
game saving save by a goal-
keeper some weren’t sure 
was up to the big moment 
at hand.

And some VAR that 
might drive the purists cra-
zy but ended up evening 
out just as it is supposed 
to.

Not paying attention 
yet? Tune in Sunday for 
more of the same when 
the U.S. tries to extend its 
World Cup dominance in 
a final that could turn out 
even more red, white and 
blue.

Because for all the 
celebrating the U.S. team 
has been doing the last few 
weeks in France, there’s 
still one big celebration yet 
to come.

“Stay humble. We’ve got 
one more,” U.S. coach Jill 
Ellis told her charges after 
the game.

Actually, humble might 
not exactly be the word 
the English or any other 
opponent in this World 
Cup would use to describe 
this U.S. team. They’ve 
been preening in every 
form imaginable after each 
goal since opening the 
tournament with a 13-0 
rout of Thailand.

But, hey, if you can back 
it up, why not?

Yes, Morgan’s extended 
pinky probably ensured 
the U.S. team wouldn’t be 
meeting with the Queen 
anytime soon. But this is 
a team that didn’t even 
blink after Rapinoe, its 
co-captain, caused a stir 
back home by saying she 

See DAHLBERG, Page 10A

NASCAR ready at Daytona 
Firecracker 400 is now Coke Zero Sugar 400 but racing expected to be exciting today

TIM
DAHLBERG
ABOUT  
SPORTS

DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) — The midpoint 
of the NASCAR season is 
here, making one last holiday 
weekend run at its birthplace, 
trying as always to deliver a 
white-knuckled thrill fest on 
the high banks of Daytona In-
ternational Speedway.

The series is riding a high 
into Saturday night’s race fol-
lowing Alex Bowman’s first 
career Cup victory last week 
and a new rules package that 
NASCAR leadership believes 
has immensely improved the 
on-track product.

“It’s been an extraordinary 
year,” Steve Phelps, who took 
over as president of NASCAR 
late last season, said Friday. 
“I think the racing product 
has been exceptional. By and 
large, the fans are incredibly 

excited about what they see.”
The numbers support 

Phelps’ assertion that the rac-
ing is indeed more competi-
tive than it was this time last 

season, when Kevin Harvick, 
Kyle Busch and Martin Truex 
romped over the competi-
tion during a summer stretch 
in which the three could not 

be beat. There have been 602 
green flag passes for the lead 
in 17 races, up from 383 at 
this point last year. The av-
erage number of lead chang-
es is nearly 19 per race, up 
from 15.88, and four races 
this season have produced re-
cord-setting green flag passes 
for the lead.

Conversely, though, there 
have been just seven winners 
this season, with the lion’s 
share of the checkered flags 
going to Joe Gibbs Racing 
and Team Penske. Gibbs driv-
ers have combined to win 10 
races, and Denny Hamlin led 
a 1-2-3 JGR sweep of the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500, 
while Penske drivers have six 
wins.

Hendrick Motorsports 
is finally showing signs of a 

turnaround behind Bowman’s 
victory at Chicagoland and 
Chase Elliott’s win at Tallade-
ga, but it can’t be overlooked 
that the parity the new rules 
were intended to create has 
not trickled down to the rest 
of the field. Stewart-Haas 
Racing is winless so far — the 
organization won 12 races last 
year — but the domination to 
date by two teams does not 
have NASCAR worried.

“The Penske-Gibbs piece, 
those teams have figured 
things out,” Phelps said. 
“There have been plenty of 
opportunities for Kevin Har-
vick to have won. I think that’s 
going to balance out. I don’t 
think alarms are going off that 
it is just a Gibbs and Penske 
show.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Jimmie Johnson, center, talks with reporters during a NASCAR 
auto race news conference at Daytona International Speedway, 
Friday, July 5, in Daytona Beach, Fla.

See DAYTONA, Page 10A

IDNR 
offers 
IRAP 
licenses

PARIS PLAYERS ARE ALL-STARS

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

Four Paris Tiger football players participated in the annual Wabash Valley Football Coaches Association All-Star game Saturday, 
June 29, at ISU’s Memorial Stadium in Terre Haute. Pictured, from left, are Caleb Mullenix, Jacob Gates, Caleb Gates and Josh 
Willmoth. The four PHS graduates played for the black team, coached by PHS Coach Jeremy Clodfelder. 

A final chance to suit up
Four PHS football players 
represent Paris one last 
time at annual all-star game 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger alum Josh Willmoth, right, blocks a defender downfield in the second 
quarter of the Wabash Valley Football Coaches Association All-Star game Saturday, 
June 29, at Memorial Stadium in Terre Haute. Four players suited up one last time 
representing Paris High School.

See ALL-STARS, Page 10A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources announced 
this week applications are 
being accepted for archery 
deer hunting on private 
land this October through 
the Illinois Recreational Ac-
cess Program (IRAP). 

The application dead-
line for IRAP archery deer 
hunting opportunities is 
Aug. 23.

IRAP has more than 
20,600 acres of private land 
leased for public access. At 
least 200 sites are available 
to the public for archery 
deer hunting for the month 
of October through IRAP 
in 30 counties, including 
Adams, Bureau, Calhoun, 
Christian, Clay, Coles, 
Franklin, Fulton, Greene, 
Hamilton, Jasper, Jersey, 
Johnson, Lee, Macoupin, 
Madison, Marion, Mc-
Donough, Monroe, Mont-
gomery, Morgan, Pike, 
Pope, Sangamon, Schuyler, 
Scott, St. Clair, Wayne, Wh-
iteside and Williamson. 

To participate, hunters 
must submit an application 
by Aug. 23 to be eligible 
for the IRAP archery deer 
drawing. 

Applicants must have 
passed a hunter safety 
course (if born in 1980 or 
after), have a valid hunting 
license and choose whether 
they prefer to hunt Octo-
ber 1-15 or October 16-
31. IRAP is open to both 
resident and non-resident 
hunters. 

Youth hunters are en-
couraged to apply and are 
given preference in the lot-
tery when sites are assigned. 

Applications for IRAP 
Archery Deer Hunting 
sites can be found online 
at https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/conservation/IRAP/
Pages/Archery-Deer-Hunt-
ing.aspx

Successful applicants will 
be notified by mail approx-
imately three weeks before 
their assigned hunting pe-
riod. 

The notice will include 
the location of their hunting 
site, a site map, and an IRAP 
site permit. 
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

By now pretty much everyone knows that 
smoking can lead to cancer, high blood 
pressure, heart problems and breathing 

issues.  For many, however, it comes as quite a surprise 
when I inform them that smoking also can cause signifi-
cant issues with your eyes and vision.  Smoking makes a 
person several times more likely to develop macular de-
generation (blindness of your central vision).  Although 
thought of as an age-related disease, smoking can 
cause it to start even in middle age.  Smoking also caus-
es cataracts to grow faster and at a younger age leading 
to glare and decreases in vision.  The blood vessels in-
side your eyes can also be affected leading to changes 
that may cause an occlusion (loss of blood flow) leading 
to sudden onset blindness.  There also is now evidence 
that there may be an effect on glaucoma.  Remember, 
there is no safe level of smoking and it is never too late to 
quit.  If you are interested in smoking cessation talk to your 
favorite health care provider today.

EYES
On Smoking

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461
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wouldn’t go to the White 
House with the current 
occupant there either.

Nothing seems to faze 
this group of Americans. 
Not even a fight with their 
own federation, which they 
are suing over equal pay 
with the men.

Certainly not a semifi-
nal match they had to win 
without their star player to 
get to the championship.

“They’re vetted in pres-
sure. You saw that tonight,” 
Ellis said. “It’s the World 
Cup finals. It’s not Sunday 
soccer.”

It was Ellis who set the 
Twitter world abuzz with a 
lineup that didn’t include 
the pink-haired Rapinoe, 
who scored every goal 
for the U.S. in its last two 
games. 

Turns out Rapinoe had a 
slight hamstring strain, but 
her replacement, Christen 
Press, was healthy enough 
to score the first U.S. goal 
on a first-half header.

That would ordinarily 
be enough theater for one 
match, but there was more. 
With the U.S. clinging 
to a 2-1 lead, goalkeeper 
Alyssa Naeher — who 
made a nice fingertip save 
in the first half — stopped 
a penalty kick in the 84th 
minute by Steph Hough-
ton, diving to her right and 
smothering England’s last 
real chance.

It was a seminal moment 
for Naeher, who had been 
compared unfavorably 
by some with Hope Solo, 
goalkeeper for the last three 
World Cup teams. And it 
came with lots of praise 
from her teammates, who 
mobbed her near the goal 
when the match ended.

“She saved our ass,” Mor-
gan said.

It was Morgan, though, 
who made sure it counted. 
She celebrated her 30th 
birthday and gave her 
country a chance to cel-
ebrate its own a few days 
early with a header that 
put the U.S. ahead in the 
31st minute.

That was all the scor-
ing either team would do, 
though the second half was 
still mesmerizing. 

England lost a goal to a 
video replay that revealed 
offsides, then got a penal-
ty kick try because of the 
same VAR before a red card 
late pretty much sealed the 
underdog’s fate.

All with Rapinoe cheer-
ing from the sidelines, con-
fident her teammates would 
not let her down.

“We talked a lot about 
the depth we had and this 
was the moment when you 
need to display it,” Rapinoe 
said. “Everyone stepped up, 
they were not afraid of the 
moment.”

The moment won’t get to 
this team on Sunday, either, 
whether against the Nether-
lands or Sweden, who meet 
Wednesday in the other 
semifinal. 

Expect Rapinoe to be 
back, and expect the U.S. to 
finish this off for its second 
straight title and fourth in 
eight World Cups.

They’re that confident. 
And they’re that good.

“We are not here for law-
suits. Not for silly, trumped 
up things,” Ellis said. “We 
are here for one thing. And 
that’s to win the trophy.”

(Tim Dahlberg is a nation-
al sports columnist for The 
Associated Press. Write to 
him at tdahlberg@ap.org or 
http://twitter.com/timdahl-
berg.)

DAYTONA
FROM PAGE 9A

Daytona, an unpredictable 
and often crash-filled race, has 
been known to produce wild-
card winners and last year the 
victory went to Erik Jones. 
But winning on the 2.5-mile 
superspeedway requires strat-
egy, a lot of luck and, lately, 
alliances made through the 
garage.

Hamlin and the Gibbs 
group brokered a deal with 
Hendrick Motorsports before 
the Daytona 500 to work to-
gether while drafting, and that 
put three Gibbs drivers on the 
podium. The Chevrolet camp 
fumed that Hendrick would 
work with rival manufacturer 
Toyota, while the Ford driv-
ers bickered they didn’t do 
enough to try to put the blue 
oval in victory lane.

By Talladega in April, the 
heads of Ford and Chevy 
demanded their teams work 

with one another, and it 
worked for the first Chevrolet 
win of the season.

The plotting for Saturday 
night began before the teams 
even arrived in Daytona.

“We were talking about it 
just the other day as a group,” 
said Gibbs driver and defend-
ing race winner Jones. “We’ve 
got some strong race cars. Un-
fortunately, there is only five 
Toyotas out there and that 
doesn’t give us a lot to work 
with, especially with the other 
manufacturers having more.

“We will do all we can. I 
know we will have fast cars, 
but it’s definitely going to be 
manufacturer driven with 
the other two linking up and 
sticking together. I think they 
saw what Toyota has done in 
the past.”

Tension started in the first 
practice of the weekend, on 
Thursday afternoon when 
Brad Keselowski deliberate-
ly rear-ended William Byron 

to send a message that he 
will not tolerate blocking 
during the race. It might 
have been the warning shot 
on what Saturday night 
could look like in the final 
race run at Daytona on the 
July Fourth weekend.

The event is being 
moved to August next sea-
son as the regular-season 
finale, ending a run that be-
gan in 1959. The change is 
part of a scheduling shake-
up that fans have demand-
ed, with more changes 
coming in 2021.

Busch is among those 
sorry to see the holiday 
weekend race move next 
year to Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

“I’ll be frank, I’m kind 
of disappointed,” Busch 
said. “Overall, just being in 
Daytona for July 4th has al-
ways been cool. Having the 
opportunity to go to the 
beach, having the oppor-
tunity to do that, whether 
that be on Thursday or Fri-
day, not having a lot going 
on. We are going to miss 
that, the fireworks show, 
things like that. Now that’s 
going to be in Indy. Yeah, 
there’s no beach there.”

ALL-STARS
FROM PAGE 9A

is really cool and my team-
mates are all deserving of it.” 

Mullenix will be taking his 
talents to Oberlin College 
in the fall where he will be a 
member of the football team 
while pursuing his degree. 

The road to having five 
all-star selections (Cooper 
Block was selected but had 
a prior engagement to the 
game) was not an easy one 
for the Paris Tiger football 
program. 

Four years ago, the Paris 
football team was winless. 
Then Clodfelder came to 
town and  the Tigers were  
undefeated throughout the 
2018 regular season and 
Little Illini Conference 
champions. Paris fell in the 

second-round of the IHSA 
playoffs to a tough Effing-
ham squad. 

“It makes me happy to 
see how far the program 
has come in such a short 

time,” Caleb Gates said. “It 
has been coming for a while 
and to have the seniors that 
helped lead us here today is 
great.” 

“It has been such a wild 
journey from 0-9 to where 
we are now,” Josh Willmoth 
said. “It means so much to 
me and my teammates and 
it has been great being out 
here with them.” 

The journey the seniors 
carved out was led by Clod-
felder, the head coach of the 
Paris football team. 

“Coach (Clodfelder) came 
in the year after we went 0-9 
and flipped the program 
on its head,” Mullenix said. 
“He really turned everything 
around here and I think that 
he is going to continue to do 

an amazing job.” 
An incoming lightning 

storm forced a delay-of-
game halfway through the 
third quarter before officials 
made the decision to end the 
contest with more strikes 
rolling into the area. 

The opportunity to coach 
several of his seniors again 
was one that Clodfelder 
did not let go wasted, citing 
how much it meant to him 
to have five all-stars selected 
from the program. 

“I think that all of these 
guys really embody every-
thing that Paris football is all 
about,” Clodfelder said. “To 
have the chance to work with 
them all week again and to 
coach them, it really means 
a lot. They have worked in-
credibly hard to get to where 
they are today.” 

Despite the end result of 
the game itself, the memo-
ries of putting on the pads as 
a Paris Tiger will live on for-
ever for the group. 

From the countless hours 
spent pushing themselves in 
the weight room to the gruel-
ing, sun-bleached days on the 
field, the bonds that the Tigers 
created will continue forever. 

Taking off the pads is one 
of the hardest things to do, 
but doing so next to close 
teammates and friends is 
what really makes all of 
those hours worth it. 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

Former PHS quarterback Caleb Gates looks downfield for Mar-
shall wide receiver Jake Tharp (8) in the first quarter of action in 
the WVFCA All-Star game Saturday, June 29.

Wimbledon teen unfazed

WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — It was easy to forget 
that Coco Gauff is still just 
15 as she stood on the grass 
of Centre Court, pounding 
her chest and shouting, “Let’s 
go! Come on!” to celebrate a 
32-stroke point that forced a 
third set in her match Friday 
evening at Wimbledon.

Up in the stands, Mom 
rose to pump a fist and yell, 
“Yes!” Thousands of spectators 
jumped out of their seats, too, 
roaring. By then, Gauff already 
twice had been a point from 
losing in the third round to Po-
lona Hercog of Slovenia.

Most players, no matter the 
age, would not be able to find 
a path past that kind of a deficit 
on this imposing a stage, would 
not be able to handle that sort 
of stress and figure out a way. 
Gauff is, quite clearly, not most 
players. That much has been 
established. How far can she 
go, both this fortnight and in 

the future? The tennis world is 
watching, waiting to learn the 
answers.

That Gauff, ranked 313th 
and facing another unseeded 
player, was scheduled to ap-
pear at Wimbledon’s main sta-
dium says plenty about what a 
sensation the Floridian already 
is. That she won this one, and 
how she did so — erasing a 
pair of match points and com-
ing back to beat Hercog 3-6, 
7-6 (7), 7-5 — offer some in-
sight into what Gauff might 
become.

“Obviously, this moment is 
an incredible moment,” Gauff 
said. “I’m still excited I get to 
keep living it.”

As it is, she was the young-
est player to qualify for Wim-
bledon in the professional era, 
winning three matches last 
week against higher-ranked 
women in the preliminary 
rounds.

Then, by upsetting five-time 
champion Venus Williams, 
who is 39, in the first round of 
the main event, Gauff became 
the youngest woman to win a 
match at the All England Club 

since 1991, when Jennifer 
Capriati reached the semifinals 
at 15.

That was followed by a win 
against 2017 Wimbledon semi-
finalist Magdalena Rybarikova, 
who is 30, before getting past 
Hercog, 28. When a reporter 
wanted to know how Gauff 
might spend the prize money 
she’s already earned of about 
175,000 pounds ($220,000), 
she replied: “I mean, I can’t buy 
a car, because I can’t drive.”

That made her giggle, as did 
some of the other things she 
said at her news conference 
through a permanent smile, in-
cluding her unprompted open-
ing line about Jayden Smith’s 
new album, her plea for tickets 
to a Beyonce concert and pok-
ing fun at her mother, Candi, 
for the way she waved her arms 
overhead when Friday’s victo-
ry was over.

“Please tell me she’s a 
meme,” Gauff said. “I’m so ex-
cited to go on Instagram.”

Next up: A fourth-round 
matchup against 2018 French 
Open champion and former 
No. 1 Simona Halep.

Coco Gauff takes 
third round win with 
exciting comeback



BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

Year by year, the city of 
Paris has taken major steps 
forward in being one of the 
area’s most disability-friendly 
towns.

Paris has built an all-abili-
ties playground and waterpark 
in addition to hosting five 
seasons of the East Central 
Illinois Challenger League, 
a baseball league of disabled 
persons aged four to 21 in and 
around Edgar County.

In celebrating their fifth an-
nual Challenger League All-
Star Game Thursday morn-
ing, Paris took yet another 
step forward for inclusion 
with the announcement of 
donations toward their very 
own “Field of Dreams.”

Challenger League orga-
nizers announced total do-
nations of $30,000 for an 
all-abilities baseball field that 
is to break ground in Septem-
ber and be finished in time 
for next year’s Challenger 
League season. The fund-
ing announced was $25,000 
from the Elks Lodge 812 and 
$5,000 from North American 
Lighting, both of which have 

been league sponsors for mul-
tiple years.

It is planned to be built 
at the ball fields behind the 
American Legion building in 
Paris and will feature wheel-
chair-friendly dugouts, a turf 
field, concrete drop-off areas 
and will be one of the few of 
its kind in downstate Illinois.

The pre-game announce-
ment added more excitement 
to the game itself: a scoreless 
matchup between players 
from each of the leagues four 
teams. Having only had 18 
players when it started, the 
Challenger League reached 
its biggest season yet this year 
with 52 athletes from Paris, 

Chrisman, Oakland and other 
local towns.

League president Matt 
Colvin thought attendance 
numbers Thursday hovered 
around 300, with the move-
ment of making Paris all-in-
clusive to all abilities growing 
stronger than ever.

“For a town the size of Par-

is, it’s the only one,” Colvin 
said of the future ballpark. 
“It’s amazing that we’re going 
to be able to do this. You see 
how successful the (all-abili-
ties) playground already is...
so we thought to go forth on 
the next project.”

The league has been sub-
ject to rave reviews ever since 
its inception from organizers, 
volunteers and parents alike. 
Players in the game often 
smiled and ran joyfully along 
the baselines to constant 
cheers from the crowd, who 
withstood a hot morning in 
Paris to see them have their 
moment in the sun.

Another positive feature of 
the league has been the friend-
ships formed between players 
and “buddies,” or volunteers 
who assist and be sociable with 
the players. Colvin said that 
plenty of genuine relationships 
have been formed between 
buddies and players over the 
years, stating that there’s been 
cases where they hang out out-
side of league events.

“The kids form lifetime 
friends out of this game. 
When they get cheered for...
they smile,” Colvin said. 
“They don’t really know how 
to act because they’ve never 
really been cheered for any-
thing like this. The response 
Paris-wide, becoming friends 
with these kids, has been 
amazing.”

The growth and response 
to supporting all-abilities in-
clusion in Paris excites Colvin 
for the future, who said that 
he originally was concerned 
in the league’s earlier years 
that he would have to contin-
ually find things to keep the 
league fresh. 

“So far in five years, I hav-
en’t had to think of anything 
to keep people interested,” 
Colvin said. “It certainly 
seems like it’s staying big and 
getting bigger. This was our 
second-biggest crowd for a 
Fourth of July game outside 
of the first year. And it was 
pretty hot today...so that’s re-
ally encouraging.”
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(217) 463-5010

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sale ends 7-8-19

Bud & Bud Light, 24 cans or bottles.....$16.94
Miller LT & Coors LT, 24 cans or bottles.....$16.95

Busch & Busch LT, 30 pack cans.....$16.97
All Berginger Main & Vine, 750 ml bottle.....$4.99

Chi Chi Ready to drink, 1.75 ml.....$9.95
Quervo Ready to drink, 1.75 ml.....$14.99

Family Fun!

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the New England Pension
Assistance Project at (888) 425-6067 to get free legal
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging,
NEPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.888.425.6067

New home coming for Challengers in 2020

Briar Napier/The Prairie Press

Challenger League player Tylor Krage, of Chrisman, swings for the fences during the League’s fifth 
annual All-Star Game at the American Legion ballfields in Paris on Thursday morning, July 4. Krage, 
a 2017 graduate of Chrisman High School, has played in the league for several seasons. In addition 
to the fifth annual all-star game, the league announced a new home in 2020, thanks to a major 
donation by the Paris Elks Lodge 812 as well as North American Lighting

2 Rangers are unlikely baseball all-stars
BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
 AP Baseball Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Hunter Pence was being 
wished well in retirement last 
year, even by the manager for 
whom the outfielder played in 
two World Series. Mike Mi-
nor didn’t pitch in the majors 
for two seasons and then was 
a full-time reliever before the 
chance to start again.

Pence and Minor are now 
headed to the All-Star Game 
to represent the Texas Rang-
ers.

“It’s a big moment. I feel 
like now nobody can take that 
away from me,” Minor said. “I 
always looked at guys that had 
‘All-Star’ beside their name 
and when they signed things 
... I’d always look at that, and 
I always wanted to have that.”

While Pence and Minor 
won’t get to play in Cleveland, 
young Rangers slugger Joey 
Gallo will be available for the 
American League team in 
Tuesday night’s game. But a 
recent oblique strain will keep 
the outfielder from doing 
what everybody really wants 
to see — him taking hacks in 
the Home Run Derby.

With Minor (8-4, 2.54 
ERA) scheduled to start 
Sunday at Minnesota in the 
Rangers’ last game before the 
break, he will be ineligible to 
pitch in the All-Star Game.

The 36-year-old Pence, 
who went to winter ball be-
fore going to spring training 
with his hometown team on 
a minor league deal, was vot-
ed by fans as the AL’s start-
ing designated hitter. He was 
replaced as the All-Star DH 
this week because he is still 
recovering from a strained 
right groin that put him on 
the injured list June 17.

“Everything in life is a 

choice ... like how amazing 
and how much could I ap-
preciate this,” said Pence, an 
All-Star for the fourth time 
in his 13 big league seasons. 
“Would I have thought that I 
would even have the choice to 
be disappointed in going to an 
All-Star Game last year in the 
offseason when I didn’t even 
have a job.”

Pence said he’s focused on 
getting healthy for the second 
half with the Rangers, an un-
expected playoff contender. 
He has hit .294 with 15 hom-
ers and 48 RBIs in 55 games.

After a thumb injury ear-
ly last season, Pence hit .226 
with four homers and 24 RBIs 
— all career lows — in 97 
games to close out his 6½ sea-
sons with the San Francisco 
Giants. He was part of World 
Series titles in 2012 and 2014.

Giants manager Bruce Bo-
chy was among those congrat-
ulating Pence on a great career 
at the end of last season.

“It was a kind and loving 
gesture, and I appreciated it. 
I was, ‘Thank you so much.’ 
But to be standing here now is 
crazy,” Pence said. “They were 
thanking me for a great career, 
and they enjoyed watching 
me play. I couldn’t blame 
them or be mad at them.”

Minor was the seventh 
overall pick in the 2009 draft 
out of Vanderbilt and made 
his big league debut with At-
lanta the following year. He 
made 110 starts for the Braves 
through 2014 before surgery 
for a torn labrum in his shoul-
der.

After returning to the ma-
jors with a 2.55 ERA in 65 
appearances for Kansas City 
in 2017, Minor turned down 
a $10 million player option 
and instead signed as a free 
agent with the Rangers for the 

chance to start again.
Minor led the Rangers last 

year with 12 wins and 157 
innings, more than doubling 
his 2017 workload as a re-
liever, with most of his team-
high 28 starts on extended 
rest. The left-hander is one of 
only three MLB pitchers this 
season with two complete 
games, and only four pitchers 
have thrown more than his 
117 innings.

“Last year was kind of a 
bridge year. I just love that 
he wasn’t satisfied with that,” 
general manager Jon Daniels 
said. “He was like, I showed 
I can start, but now I want to 
get a great starter and reach 
another level, too.”

MLB players voted Gallo 
to the AL All-Star team. He 
is the first Rangers’ draft pick 

who was developed in their 
system and became their first 
first-time All-Star for them 
since second baseman Ian 
Kinsler in 2008.

After consecutive 40-ho-
mer seasons the past two 
years, Gallo hit .276 with 20 
homers in his first 59 games 
this season. He missed 22 
games last month with a left 
oblique strain, so he and the 
Rangers didn’t want to risk 
a recurrence by having him 
participate in the Home Run 
Derby.

“He would have been a 
natural choice,” Daniels said. 
“But given the circumstanc-
es, and recently off the DL 
with the oblique, I think ev-
erybody kind of agreed that it 
maybe a little early for him to 
do that.”
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Live Glass Blowing 6 p.m. to Midnight!
Enjoy glass blowing and shopping for gifts

We can personalize a special gift 
with engraving or etching

Larkfield  Glass
Open House

Sunday, July 7
MIDNIGHT MADNESS

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

“We take your results seriously...We guarantee it!”

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS LOANS!

Current  Business Loan Offer*
Prospect Bank to waive 

up to $1000.00 in Closing Costs

*Subject to the following terms and conditions: Minimum 
loan amount of $500,000.00, credit and terms approval, 

maintenance of primary business deposit accounts and the 
approved loan with Bank for a minimum of three years.  
Closing Costs waived by the Bank would be limited to 

mortgage title policies or title searches, UCC searches, 
recording fees and appraisal fees. 

bankprospect.com

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

1150 Guns at Auction
Sunday July 21st --- 9:00 AM • 2601 Lakeland Blvd Mattoon, IL

Outstanding Estate Collections – 2 Auction Rings
 Colt .40-60-260 large frame lightning, nickel, J.R.H. Jr. collection; Parker V grade .410 double; 

Winchester 1866 .44 musket; Winchester 1886 .40-82; Several outstanding Drillings & Cape Guns; 
German stalking rifle; Nice prewar custom Mauser rifle; Winchester 62A Gallery roll die; Winchester 

Express rifle; Maynard Civil War SRC, extremely nice; S. Grant .500 double rifle; Marlin Bullard 
.40-70; Winchester 42; Winchester 12’s inc/skeet, trap, duck, Black Diamond; Early Marlins; 

German K98 matching; Winchester 61’s & 63’s; Anschutz rifles inc/22 Hornet & .223; H & R 28 
ga. Double; S/A 1922 22LR; Krags; M1 Carbines; M1 Garands; M1 A; Ruger No. 1’s; Winchester 73’s, 

92’s, 94’s, 53; Jap type 2 paratrooper; Winchester 70’s; Browning superposed; Beretta sporting 
shotguns; .22LR Gattling gun; AR 15’s; Ruger mini 14’s & 30; Remington nylon series rifles; U.S. 
& foreign military rifles; Colt Pythons, Python Elite, Diamond Backs .22 & 38; US 1911A1; High 

Standards; German Lugers; FN hi power Nazi; Great S&W Revolvers inc/15, 17, 19, 22, 27, 29, 32, 57, 
60, 66, 460, 625, 686 & more; Woodsman MT; Colt SAA’s & Bisley, 1902, Ace,1903, 1908, Officers 
match; Colt percussion revolvers; Gold Cup; Browning Medalist; Ruger Black & Red Hawks; Sigs; 

Glock; Kimber; H & K; Les Baer; German target pistols;

Collections from the Estates ofJ. Goold, Laighton Dunkin & Michael Rentschler

See complete listing & photos at bauerauction.com

Auction preview Sat. Evening July 20th 5:00pm – 8:00pm

Ron Baker, FFL (217)273-5056
Bauer Auction Service, LLC.  Lic. #440000242

(217) 259-5956

Hank Bauer
(217) 259-5956

Lic.#440000242

Don Bauer
(217) 259-5093

Lic.#440000178

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

MARSHALL – The Con-
nor Scott murder case was 
continued during a brief pretri-

al conference 
June 24 in 
Clark Coun-
ty Circuit 
Court. 

Scott is 
accused of 
s h o o t i n g 
Terre Haute, 

Ind., woman Kaylin Whitaker 
five years ago.

“We are engaged in discov-
ery and discussions,” public 
defender William McGrath 
told Judge Tracy Resch as 
Scott, who is in custody of the 
Clark County Sheriff ’s De-
partment, sat beside the attor-
ney in a jail-issued black and 
white jumpsuit. Scott remains 
in custody with a $1 million 
bond.

Clark County murder 
case goes to pretrial

SCOTTRib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, July  13th    
5 - 7 p.m.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A staff member of Rep. John 
Shimkus (R-15th District) is 
visiting Chrisman July 12 for 
a mobile congressional office.

The staff member will be 
at the Chrisman City Build-
ing 9:30-11 a.m. to meet with 
constituents about federal 
issues or problems they may 
be experiencing with any 
federal agencies. Constitu-
ents who may need assistance 
with federal issues but cannot 
get the mobile office can call 
Shimkus’ Danville office, 217-
466-0664. The congressman’s 
webpage is Shimkus.house.
gov, and he maintains Face-
book and YouTube accounts. 

Shimkus is making per-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farm Credit Illinois recently 
hired Heather Dunn and Shir-
ley Stolz at the Paris regional 

office, which 
serves farm 
families and 
rural land-
owners in Ed-
gar, Clark and 
Coles coun-
ties.

D u n n 
was hired as a vice president 
of lending. She was raised in 
Edgar County and graduated 
from Paris High School before 
earning a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from Indiana State 
University. She is also a certi-
fied public accountant. 

Prior to joining the Farm 
Credit team, Dunn worked for 
16 years at Cargill in Paris, most 
recently as a senior accountant. 
She and her husband, Michael, 
reside in Paris with their son, 
Sean. Dunn is the daughter of 

Shimkus visiting 
office at Chrisman

sonal visits Monday, July 8, 
at West Salem, West Union 
and Moweaqua to meet with 
Farm Bureau members to 
discuss weather challenges 
for spring planting and trade 
issues impacting commodity 
prices. 

The congressman’s sched-
ule for the Farm Bureau meet-
ings are:
n9 a.m. Kent and Ham-

ilyn Mark’s grain bin com-
plex, 323 County Road 1850 
North, West Salem.
n11:30 a.m., the farm of 

Brad Daugherty, 18217 East 
Angling Road, West Union.
n2:30 p.m., the farm of 

Aaron Downs, 1240 East 
County Road, 2600 North, 
Moweaqua.

Dunn and Stolz join the 
local Farm Credit office

DUNN STOLZ

Greg and Sheri Henson of 
Paris.

Stolz is a sales and service 
specialist. She was raised in 
Edgar County and gradu-

ated from 
Paris High 
School and 
returns to 
FCI with 
28 years of 
f i nan c i a l 
e x p e r i -
ence in the 

Paris area – most recently 
spending 10 years as a se-
nior accounting assistant for 
Cargill in Paris after 18 years 
with Farm Credit. 

She and her husband, 
Robert, reside on a grain 
farm in Paris and have two 
children – Brian (Lauren) 
Stolz of Charleston and 
Lisa (Steve) Winters of To-
lono. Stolz has three grand-
children – Logan Stolz, 
Elena Stolz and Austin 
Winters.

BEEKEEPER AWARDED PROTOTYPE TROPHY

Special to The Prairie Press

The Illinois State Fair is honoring the legacy of beekeeping and honey production belonging to 
the local Killion family. Gene Killion, left, accepts a prototype of the Carl and Eugene Killion 
Sweepstakes Trophy for the bee and honey exhibit at the state fair. John Sullivan, Illinois Director 
of Agriculture, makes the presentation.

Resch scheduled anoth-
er pretrial conference at 9 
a.m. July 29. The jury trial 
is set to start 8 a.m. Aug. 
13. During an appearance 
in May, McGrath informed 
Resch a possible plea 
agreement might resolve 
the case short of a trial, but 
no offering has been made 
to the court since then 

Scott, 25, Danville, Ind., 
is accused of killing his 
then-girlfriend Whitaker in 
Martinsville, where he and 
his family resided. Scott 
reportedly walked into the 
Danville police depart-
ment earlier this year and 
confessed to the murder 
that occurred in 2014. 

Initially, Whitaker’s 
death was ruled a suicide. 
However, after much in-
vestigation, it was ruled a 
homicide one year later in 
2015.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – Nearly 
nine months after his unop-
posed general election victory, 
Kyle Thompson was sworn in 
as Regional Superintendent, 
July 1.  

Surrounded by Regional 
Office of Education #11 staff, 
Thompson repeated the oath 
of office at the Coles County 
Courthouse as directed by 
Coles County Clerk Julie Coe.

At 36, Thompson becomes 
the youngest Regional Super-
intendent in Illinois.  

"People often ask me how 
the new position is going and 
they're stunned when I let 
them know I haven't actually 
started yet," Thompson said. 
"The Illinois School Code 
specifies the start date for the 
regional superintendent, but 
it boils down to not changing 
leadership in the middle of a 
school year and a fiscal year."

While his term is just be-
ginning, Thompson is eager to 
make the office more efficient 
and effective.  

"We pride ourselves on the 

Thompson sworn in as 
regional superintendent

services we provide, but we 
are always looking to improve," 
the new superintendent said.

One challenge Thompson 
hopes to continue attacking is 
the current teacher shortage.  

"We are in a crisis and the 
current fixes aren't enough to 
help us in East Central Illinois," 
he noted. "I encourage anyone 
even remotely interested in be-
coming a teacher, a teacher's 
aide or a substitute teacher to 
reach out to our office.”

Thompson, who has served 
as assistant regional superin-
tendent for the past six years, 
succeeds Bobbi Mattingly. He 
emphasized the challenges of 
losing someone with decades 
of experience in the office. 

Thompson, however, is no 
longer the new guy as he has 
tapped Sullivan native Zakry 
Standerfer to be the new assis-
tant regional superintendent.  

The Regional Office of Edu-
cation #11 is located at 730 7th 
Street in Charleston. The office 
may be contacted by phone at 
217-348-0151 or find them on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram.  



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

When Jennie Hughes was being 
considered as the choreographer for 
the Paris Community Theater’s show 
“Mamma Mia,” she was given a chal-
lenge by the show’s director Stuart 
Metcalf.

Hughes was one of 26 choreogra-
phers who answered Metcalf ’s adver-
tisement in “Backstage,” which has 
served as the top resource for per-
formers to find work while helping 
talent-seekers move their projects for-
ward. 

Metcalf said he narrowed the field 
down to about a dozen, talked to each 
person on the phone and then invited 
four finalists to put together a number 
for the show. “I told them the chore-
ographer had to be able to successfully 
teach to farm boys and dancers who 
never had formal training,” he ex-
plained.

Hughes was selected for the posi-
tion and has spent approximately the 
past six weeks immersed in the creative 
process for the second Paris Commu-
nity Theater production — “Mamma 
Mia.”

A native of Wichita, Kansas, Hughes 
is no stranger to the Midwest — or 
teaching dance to actors without much 
dance experience.

A 2016 graduate of Wichita State 
University, she moved to New York 
City with her husband, Daniel, also an 
actor, to pursue their dreams. Hughes 
has been working almost non-stop 
since that time, traveling with a Arts 
Power National Touring Theater and 
working in Off-Broadway musical the-
ater.

“I’ve been the dance captain in every 
show I’ve been in since I was a sopho-
more in high school,” Hughes said.

She began her drama career as Jas-
mine in Aladdin Jr. as an eighth grader 
— and the rest, as they say — is history.

Hughes met her mentor, Deb 
Campbell, at the Middle Augusta 
Children’s Theater. It was Campbell’s 

guidance that stoked her love of musi-
cal theater, Hughes said. 

“She took me under her wing,” she 
said. “She encouraged me to do as 
many shows as possible.”

The first show she choreographed 
was “Annie” as a sophomore in high 
school. Hughes was also active in show 
choir.

Hughes answered the Backstage ad 
for the Paris production after talking to 
a friend who is working in Princeton 
this summer. 

Working with community theater 
isn’t anything new for Hughes. She 
previously was the choreographer for 
Wichita’s community theater for a pro-
duction of “1776.”

Hughes hit the ground running 
when she came to Paris. Because 

“Mamma Mia” is a music heavy show 
requiring dance numbers, “I had to be 
ready.”

Hughes admitted she thrives off 
chaos. “You have to be organized but 
you also have to be patient,” she said.

There is a special core group of Paris 
dancers, she noted, that have great en-
ergy.

“Everyone is so kind and willing to 
to work. There are absolutely no egos 
to deal with,” she said. “No one has re-
fused to do anything.”

Hughes, who is living with the Eric 
and Christine Marlowe family while 
working on the show, said she is, “hav-
ing a great time. We’re getting every-
thing taught in a timely manner,” she 
said.
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People could be from 
Florida if they live in Florala, 
but they could also be from 

Alabama. 
Folks there 
claim both 
states.  

One of 
the residents 
is Brenda, a 
charming, 
talented 
lady in her 
golden 
years. Her 

aunts and uncles have passed 
on to eternity now. She fondly 
treasures memories of them. 
Some she beheld in mortal fear 
when she was a little tyke.

Uncle Cecil was one who 
scared the bejeebies out of 
her. Many were the times he 
threatened to unscrew her bel-
lybutton and cause her legs to 
fall off. Problem was, he never 
located a screwdriver to get the 
job done, though he tried.

“Mabel,” he hollered.  “Is 
there a screwdriver in the 
kitchen drawer?”

The man always kept a 
straight face. When his wife 
told him no, he’d say he’d 
fetch one from the car in a few 
minutes. Brenda tried to keep 
herself distant from him.

Uncle Ellis was just as bad. 
Fortunately, she seldom saw 
him because he lived in Texas.  
Unfortunately, that didn’t pre-
vent him from showing up at 
family reunions or on vacation 
trips. He was a schoolteacher 
who claimed to have a quota 
of paddling at least two kids 
per month.  Unfailingly, the 
scoundrel was always behind 
with the quota, which made 
Brenda a tempting target.  
Like Uncle Cecil, who could 
never produce a screwdriver, 
Uncle Ellis always lacked an 
appropriate paddle. He asked 
where he could find a hickory 
sprout in the neighborhood, 
claiming he could cut it just 
the right length to be effective 
and painful. Terrified, Brenda 
once spent half a day hiding in 
cobwebs and shadows beneath 
the front porch when Uncle 
Ellis pulled into the driveway.

There was also Uncle Frog. 
Unlike the fearful uncles who 
threatened harm, Frog was 
simply gross.  The guy delight-
ed in manipulating his false 
teeth, protruding them out of 
mouth with clicking noises. 
Since childhood, he was called 
Froggie because of a raspy 
voice. Frog enjoyed coaxing 
children to smell his feet. He 
removed a shoe and said his 
feet smelled like roses. When 
kids hesitated, he bribed them 
to sniff by offering a quarter 
for their piggy bank.  It worked 
every time.

Brenda distinctly en-
deavored to avoid her Aunt 
Mildred, called Auntie Mil for 
short. She was a city gal who 
complained about the odor 
of cow manure on Grandpa’s 
farm. She caught Brenda and 
Cousin Jody smoking some 
swiped cigarettes behind the 

She loved 
them all

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

From Toledo, Ohio, to 
Toledo, Ill.; from Boston to 
San Francisco; from the Appa-
lachians to 
the Rockies; 
from Nome 
to Miami, 
comes 
America.

Across 
the Pacific, 
2,500 miles 
away, Hawaii 
sings her 
Siren song.

The 
Mississippi muscles its way 
from Lake Itasca in Northern 
Minnesota to New Orleans. 
She pays tribute to the Gate-
way of the West. I have visited 
the Arch, stood in it and did 
not like the sway.

We easily cross the great 
bridge that spans the river 
and revel in its gleam. Look 
through and imagine Cones-
toga wagons. Go a little farther 
west and see old grooves 
carved by wood and iron 
wheels.

The way west claimed men, 
women and children. They 
rest in unmarked graves. They 
did not make it to the promise 
land.

“Go West young man,” cried 
Horace Greely, editor of the 
New York Tribune, the little 
man with wispy white hair. He 
peered from behind his spec-
tacles. Some say he wanted to 
follow the parade.

The target of his withering 
attacks during the war of 
brothers, the long, angular 
man from Springfield – Lin-
coln - may have longed the 
firebrand heed his own advice.

We are not a perfect nation. 
We shrugged off slavery, and 
sent many a man and boy to 
their graves. But, slavery is no 
more.

The ghosts of mining towns 
still dot the landscape. Tum-
bleweeds sweep the streets. 
These are places of dreams, 
wind-etched, buildings frozen 
in time, and there are voices if 
one listens. Towns prospered 
and died.

I twice visited Mount Rush-
more in the Black Hills, near a 
little town called Keystone. In 
the winter, when snow falls at 
night, lights play on the silent 
faces. 

Over in Custer County, 
South Dakota, a rocky sculp-
ture of the legendary Crazy 
Horse, a work in progress 
crawls. It has not changed 
much since I was a boy – a 
child of the ’50s.

Money is hard to come by 
for Crazy Horse. It is more 
than 65 years since a man with 
a vision took to the mountain. 
He carved until he died. His 
family carries on – chipping 
away.

We took the land he rides. 
We packed his people in res-
ervations, where many know 
squalor. They yearn for some-
thing better. They went away 
when the white man came.

My sister lives in Lander, 

American 
reflections

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

We are lucky to have Music 
in the Park on Thursday 
evenings. Locally, the Paris 
City Band and the Hometown 
Band continue to play, too. 

Those who enjoy the perfor-
mances benefit, but not nearly 
as much as those performing. 
Practicing music is the mental 
equivalent of a good cardio 
workout.

Music students do bet-
ter in school. The brain is 
organic and constantly being 
shaped and molded. Like 
cross training for an athlete, 
music class is mentally mixing 
cardio, strength and endurance 
training. It promotes life-long 
mental sharpness.

A study just published in 
the Journal of Educational 
Psychology documents high 
school students who take 
music score significantly better 
on math, science and English 
high stakes exams. This study 
followed 112,000 students 
between 2012 and 2015. Un-
fortunately, when schools face 
budget cuts, the arts are among 
the first to go, but brain theory 
and research proves that is a 

detrimental decision.
Students who learn to play a 

musical instrument in elemen-
tary and continue playing in 
high school score significantly 
higher and function one 
academic year ahead of their 
non-music peers in English, 
mathematics and science 
skills. To play an instrument 
the student has to read music 
notation, develop eye-hand-
mind coordination, develop 
listening skills and team skills. 
It takes discipline to practice. 

Serious research started at 
the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury when standardized tests 
developed for the military sug-
gested a correlation between 
IQ and musical ability. Studies 
have explored the neural, struc-
tural and electrophysiological 
adaptations. The adolescent 
brain is not fully developed and 
still highly moldable. Those 
studying music developed fast-
er and became more flexible 
and efficient. 

In a Northwestern study 
scheduled for release on July 
20, Nina Kraus, one of the lead 
investigators, says, “The brain 

is unable to process all of the 
available sensory information 
from second to second, and 

thus must 
selectively 
enhance 
what is rele-
vant, playing 
an instru-
ment primes 
the brain to 
choose what 
is relevant in 
a complex 
process … 
Children 

who are musically trained … 
have a better vocabulary and 
reading ability”

The brain consists of two 
hemispheres. The right has 
the ability to see patterns 
and experience emotions. 
It processes the big picture 
and can jump steps to reach a 
conclusion. The right half of 
the brain is the realm of artistic 
and creative expression.

  The left side is analytical 
and methodical. It is the math 
side and processes sequentially 
like an Euclidian Proof with 
step-by-step reasons and leav-

ing nothing out. This division 
of roles is over simplified, but 
true on a large scale.

The study of math is framed 
as a logical processing, but to 
be successful in math requires 
more. It’s not entirely a left-
brain exercise because spatial 
perception and discovery 
insights are also required. The 
same is true of science and 
engineering. There is a logical 
foundation underneath but 
mastery requires appreciation 
of the structural beauty of the 
shapes and ability to visualize 
the mechanics.

Neuroscientists have found 
playing a musical instrument 
engages practically every area 
of the brain at once. It is whole 
brain and strengthens com-
munication between left and 
right. This allows messages to 
get across the brain faster and 
use more diverse routes. Thus, 
musicians can solve problems 
more effectively and creatively.

Portraying musicians as 
artistic, emotional and intui-
tive does not do them justice. 
Performing requires mechan-
ics and logic in the sequencing 

and pacing of the notes. It is 
memory practice and practi-
tioners develop the ability to 
use memory cues. 

Muscle intelligence is 
needed to play an instrument, 
using the older motor cortex 
at the rear of the frontal lobe. 
There is the aesthetics of com-
position and how the parts fit 
together. It has to be played 
with emotion. There is a need 
to anticipate what is coming. 

Playing in an ensemble the 
brain has to listen and respond 
in real time. In an instan-
taneous feedback loop all 
performers adjust and readjust 
to each other. Such mental ex-
ercise builds skills needed for 
math, science and computer 
programming. Industry giants 
like IBM have given points to 
job candidates with music in 
their resume for years.

Students of music can be 
more emotionally developed, 
with empathy toward other 
cultures. They tend to have 
higher self-efficacy and are 
better at coping with anxiety. 
Introducing music in early 
childhood can foster a positive 

attitude toward learning and 
curiosity. Artistic education 
develops a child’s imagination.

A study in the American 
Psychological Association 
found the number of years 
people spend playing cor-
relates to how strong their 
brains remain in later years. 

Not everyone is a gifted 
athlete and not everyone 
will be a concert musician. 
However, just as everyone 
can gain health benefits from 
being active, there are mental 
dividends from music. The 
time spent leads to perma-
nent changes. It helps combat 
future dementia. 

Again using an athletic 
analogy the change lasts a 
lifetime but atrophies without 
practice. Those who continue 
to practice maintain the men-
tal fitness of a younger brain 
later in life.

Rhythm, movement and 
rhyming are not just good for 
the soul. They stimulate the 
heart and the brain. As Steve 
Miller advocated – “But I’ve 
been told, If you keep on danc-
ing, You’ll never grow old.”

“Mental dividends” from music keep practitioners sharp, young

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 9BSee CODGER, Page 2B

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Choreographer Jennie Hughes, far right, rehearses steps with Paris Community Theater dancers this week at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts. Hughes is a professional musical theater actress and choreographer who was hired by director 
Stuart Metcalf to choreograph production numbers for the group’s upcoming show  “Mamma Mia,” next weekend, July 
12-14 at the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Take it from the top

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Choreographer Jennie Hughes, right, works with Millie Arp of Paris on a dance 
step in the lobby of the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Hughes has been working with 
the Paris Community Theater cast of “Mamma Mia” since early June. Hughes 
resides in New York City and was hired to choreograph the show.

See HUGHES, Page 2B

DANCERS GO THROUGH THEIR PACES
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

FarmersFarmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? 
We are a centennial family farm looking to 

expand so the 4th generation can start 
farming. If you farm in East Central Illinois 

and want to help a young farmer get  
started farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: jacobadams2013.ja@gmail.com

Public Auction
Thursday, July 11th – 5:00 PM

110 South Boyer Brocton, IL
 3 Bedroom Home, 24’ x 36’ Garage, Corner Lot

’94 Mercury Grand Marquis --- Peter Wright 
Anvil --- Nice Shop Tools --- Welder --- 

Primitives Furniture --- Household Goods

Allen Hanna Estate
Geneive Hanna, Seller, Age 93

Jeri Grafton P.O.A.
217-251-5374

Hank Bauer
(217) 259-5956

Lic.#440000242

Don Bauer
(217) 259-5093

Lic.#440000178

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

chicken house one day.
“You put that down,” she 

insisted. “Stomp it in the dirt. 
Shame on you. Wait until your 
mom and dad find out about 
this.”

Many years later Brenda 
learned that Auntie Mil kept 
the naughty discovery a secret. 
She was no tattletale.

As Brenda matured, the 
teasing gradually ceased from 
all her uncles and aunts. The 
last one to remain alive was 
Aunt Marie, known as Auntie 
Ree. Here, in Brenda’s own 
words, is a written speech she 
delivered many years ago:

“We traveled to Auntie Ree’s 
farm and drove up the long 
driveway to the house. Auntie 
Ree had the biggest front yard 
I ever saw.  

“That’s where that thing was. 
It was always there, just as there 
was always a windmill at the 
farm. It was a big shiny ball that 
sat on a pedestal in front of the 
house. What was it? What did 
it do? It was so mysterious.  

“All that they ever said was, 
‘It’s just a thing to look pretty 
in the yard.’ But I knew that 
couldn’t be it, nobody just set 
things in the yard to look pret-
ty. It must predict the weather, 
or watch for prowlers, or scare 
away stray dogs or something.  

“It was fun to make faces 
into the shiny surface and see 
the distortions in the mirrored 

image.  Unless it was flowers 
or bushes, things weren’t just 
to look pretty. Even as a little 
kid, I was smart enough to 
know that. That thing was a big 
mystery for many years.

“I really loved Auntie Ree. 
She made a special delicacy 
just for me, or so I thought, 
iced tea and graham crackers 
with white icing. It was so 
special, and she hardly ever let 
a visit go by that this was not 
offered.  

“However, Auntie Ree was 
a pincher. She loved to pinch 
my little fat cheeks and she 
would nearly pinch them off. 
I wanted to approach her with 
my hands firmly plastered over 
my face, but knew that would 
not be polite. It was a part 
of every visit, pinching and 
hugging and graham crackers 
with icing and tea.

“Sometimes we would help 
Auntie with the rhubarb patch. 
She grew the biggest rhubarb 
I ever saw, it would grow, 
well, as tall as my shoulders. 
The stew and pies made from 
her garden were wonderful. 
Rhubarb now looks like a 
miniature version of the plant I 
remember her growing.

“I discovered that Auntie 
Ree was quite rich when I 
got to stay overnight and was 
given a bath in a tub. The tub 
had no ridges on the bottom 
to make ridges on my bottom, 
and it was not round and gal-
vanized. Auntie Ree put scent 
and bubbles into the tub and 

the warm water just poured in 
like magic.  We didn’t have to 
heat the water in the teaket-
tle or carry the water in or 
out.  Oh, it was heavenly and 
proved that Auntie Ree was, 
indeed, well-to-do.

“I remember so many happy 
times at Auntie Ree’s house. 
I remember the Fourth of 
July at her house. Huge tables 
spread with fresh fried (not 
Kentucky Fried) chickens, 
homemade noodles, roasts, 
wonderful pies of all kinds, 
huge angel food cakes, salads, 
garden grown vegetables and 
homemade bread with freshly 
churned butter.  Yummm.  

“Then John Allen would set 
off fireworks as soon as it got 
dark enough. I didn’t know 
there were other places to go 
on July 4th.  The echo from 
the sounds of the laughter and 
of the love from those days 
still makes a warm place in my 
heart as I think of the bounty 
of good will that embraced 
us all.  

“Auntie Ree has always been 
special to me, and she still is. I 
hope this birthday brings joy 
and the year is as pleasant as 
any of the other 89.

“I love you, Auntie Ree, and 
you can pinch my cheeks any 
time you want.

“Your niece, Brenda”
(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 

a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

VFW ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press 

The Paris Veterans of Foreign Wars Post recently announced scholarship winners. Left to right 
is Jerry Allen, scholarship chairman; Brayden Chittick, scholarship recipient, Scott Kerrick, post 
junior vice chairman; Brody Spencer, scholarship recipient; Steve Spencer, post commander and 
grandfather of Brody Spencer; Miranda Myers, scholarship recipient; Mike Hobson, grandfather of 
Miranda Myers; and Chelsea LaBaume, scholarship recipient. Other scholarship recipients unavail-
able for the photo were Jessica Coffman, Johnna Sanchez, Briar Napier and Garrett Clark. 

Local Altrusa receives grant
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The familiar Altrusa Reading 
Trailer that appears at numer-
ous community events and 
gives free books to children is 
getting a makeover.

Altrusa International Foun-
dation provided a $2,300 grant 
to help redo the trailer with 
a new wrapping, new tires, 
painting and reorganizing the 
interior. Local community or-
ganizations helping with the 
project are: the Paris Rotary, 
Elks, Kiwanis, Lions Club and 
the Brocton Springfest Com-
mittee.

Paris Altrusa Club president 
Melinda Randolph said the 
purpose of Altrusa Interna-
tional Foundation grants is to 
improve the economic well-be-
ing and quality of life through 
a commitment to community 
service and literacy.

Special to The Prairie Press 

The Paris Altrusa Club’s Reading on the Road trailer that pro-
vides free books to children during community events is getting 
a makeover thanks to a grant from the Altrusa International 
Foundation and additional gifts from local organizations. Left 
to right, local club member Mary Patrick and Marty Williams 
accept the $2,300 check from Melinda Randolph.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, June 27, with 
21 members attending the 
meeting.  

Club members recog-
nized were: Tammy Hess, 
TOPS weekly best loser; 
Sue English, KOPS week-
ly best loser; Janet Embry, 
best walker and walking 
drawing winner; Sandy 
Randall won the food chart 
drawing.  

Members walked 43 
miles for the week.   

Jan Poynter gave a pro-
gram about the facts and 
myths of CBD and how it 
affects health and well-be-
ing. 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday morning at 
the Highland Manor Com-
munity Room, Paris, with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. 

Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome 
and more information is 
available by calling 251-
5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, July 2, with 16 
members weighing in and 
12 members attending the 
meeting.

Club members recog-
nized were: Verna Smith 
and Sharon Phillips, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly los-
er; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
drawing winner; Jayne 
Peters, top walker; Verna 
Smith, top exerciser; and 
Marcy Heminger, top bik-
er.

Verna Smith delivered a 
program about the TOPS 
retreat.

TOPS #2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh-in is 5:45-
6:50 p.m., and the meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by 
calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-822-6300.

Local TOPS 
groups meet 
during June

The Marlowes have, “treat-
ed me like one of their kids,” 
Hughes observed. “Christine 
is an angel on Earth and a great 
cook. If I’m not there for din-

ner, there’s always a plate for 
me when I get home after re-
hearsal.”

Hughes said “Mamma Mia” 
is, “a whole lot of fun with great 
music.” She said the set is fab-
ulous.

Hughes said  she will be re-

turning to New York City July 
15. She has work  lined up for 
the fall  but hopes to find some-
thing in the meantime.

As for her time in Paris, 
Hughes said she’s loved it. “I’d 
come back here in a minute,” 
she said.

HUGHES
FROM PAGE 1B
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

It’s hard to imagine Inde-
pendence Day without fire-
works. But how did this tradi-
tion get started? 

As it turns out, setting off 
mini-explosions of all shapes 
and colors (but particularly 
red, white and blue) on July 
4 goes back almost as far as 
American independence it-
self. 

Fireworks have a long and 
colorful history, but the sto-
ry of how they became ubiq-
uitous on July 4 dates to the 
summer of 1776, during the 
first months of the Revolu-
tionary War. On July 1, dele-

gates of the Continental Con-
gress were in Philadelphia, 
debating over whether the 
13 original colonies should 
declare their independence 
from Britain’s Parliament as 
well as King George III him-
self. 

That night, news arrived 
that British ships had sailed 
into New York Harbor, pos-
ing an immediate threat to 
the Continental troops com-
manded by George Washing-
ton. On July 2, delegates from 
12 colonies voted in favor of 
independence (New York 
would follow suit on July 9) 
and the motion carried. On 
July 3, even as Congress re-

vised a draft of the declaration 
composed by Thomas Jeffer-
son, an excited John Adams 
took up his pen to write to his 
wife, Abigail. 

“The Second Day of July 
1776, will be the most mem-
orable Epocha, in the History 
of America,” Adams wrote. “I 
am apt to believe that it will 
be celebrated, by succeeding 
Generations, as the great an-
niversary Festival…It ought 
to be solemnized with Pomp 
and Parade, with Shews, 
Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, 
Bonfires and Illuminations 
from one End of this Conti-
nent to the other from this 
Time forward forever more.” 

Adams was off by a couple 
of days. 

On July 4, after making 
a total of 86 (mostly small) 
changes to Jefferson’s draft, 
Congress officially adopted 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, though most of the 
delegates didn’t even sign 
the document until August 
2. Some impromptu celebra-
tions greeted the declaration’s 
first public readings on July 8, 
in front of local militia troops 
in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, but the first organized 
celebration of Independence 
Day would take place in Phil-
adelphia on July 4, 1777. 

“Yesterday the 4th of July, 

being the anniversary of the 
Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America, was 
celebrated in this city with 
demonstrations of joy and 
festivity,” reported the Penn-
sylvania Evening Post on July 
5, 1777. “About noon all the 
armed ships and gallies in the 
river were drawn up before 
the city, dressed in the gayest 
manner, with the colors of the 
United States and streamers 
displayed.” 

After each ship’s cannon 
fired a 13-gun salute (in hon-
or of the 13 colonies), the fes-
tivities continued, including 
an elegant dinner, a military 

U.S.A.’s explosive tradition
The first Independence Day was celebrated with fireworks, and the tradition continues

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

In the first days of July 1863, two great 
armies converged at the small town of 
Gettysburg, in southern Pennsylvania. 
Begun as a skirmish between Union cav-
alry and Confederate infantry scouting 
for supplies, the battle escalated into one 
of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War. 

The Union’s eventual victory in the 
Battle of Gettysburg would give the 
North a major morale boost and put a 
definitive end to Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee’s bold plan to invade the 
North. Widely viewed as a key turning 
point in the war, the battle would take 
on even more importance later that year, 
when President Abraham Lincoln trav-
eled to Gettysburg to dedicate the bat-
tlefield’s cemetery. 

By June of 1863, having just led his 
Army of Northern Virginia to a stunning 
victory in the Battle of Chancellorsville, 
Lee was riding high. From this position 
of strength, he convinced Confederate 
leaders to approve a bold strategy of in-
vading Pennsylvania, hoping to deal the 
Yankees a crushing defeat on their home 
turf. 

“Lee says more than once that he 
believes his men would be invincible,” 
explains Jennifer Murray, a history pro-
fessor at Oklahoma State University and 
the author of “On A Great Battlefield: 
The Making, Management, and Memo-
ry of Gettysburg National Military Park, 
1933-2013.” A successful invasion of 
Union territory, the Confederate general 
hoped, would convince Northerners to 
abandon their support for Lincoln’s war 
effort in droves. 

On June 28, with Lee’s army on the 
move in Pennsylvania, Lincoln removed 
Joseph Hooker as commander of the 
Army of the Potomac, replacing him 

with George G. Meade. This marked the 
third change of command seen by the 
Army of the Potomac in 1863. 

“The Union soldiers are confident in 
themselves,” Murray says. “But they're 
a little more questionable about their 
leadership, and about this string of 
commanders coming in again and 
again.” 

Along with the news of the com-
mand change, Lee soon learned that 
the Union troops were closer than he 
expected them to be. “[Lee’s] cavalry, 
led by J.E.B. Stuart, is out sort of joy 
riding, and not doing a really good job 
of bringing intelligence over to Lee,” 
Murray points out. Abandoning his 
plan to drive deeper into Pennsylva-
nia, toward Harrisburg, Lee ordered 
his army to concentrate at Cashtown, 

a tiny town located about eight miles 
west of Gettysburg.

With nearly a dozen roads leading 
into and out of town, Gettysburg was a 
key destination for moving troops. On 
June 30, a few Confederate divisions 
headed there in search of shoes and 
other supplies, and encountered two 
brigades of Union cavalry. 

Though the bulk of the Army of the 
Potomac was still in Maryland, fulfill-
ing Lincoln’s orders to stay between 
Washington and the rebel army, the 
cavalry units were scouting ahead to 
find out intel about the enemy po-
sition. After initially pulling back to 
Cashtown, the Confederate soldiers 
decided to go back to Gettysburg the 
next day ( July 1) and get the supplies 

BOLD CHARGE GAVE THE UNION MOMENTUM

Special to The Prairie Press

Union entrenchments on Little Round Top, a hill near the southern end of where the Battle of Gettysburg was fought. General 
Joshua Chamberlain was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for this leadership of the 20th Maine. After running out 
of ammunition, Chamberlain ordered a bayonet charge, surprising the Confederates and assuring the Union flank did not 
collapse.

Gettysburg changed it all

See BATTLE, Page 4B

See FIREWORKS, Page 4A
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In the early 20th century, 
it wasn’t a crime to enter 
the U.S. without authori-
zation. Though authorities 
could still deport immi-
grants who hadn’t gone 
through an official entry 
point, they couldn’t be de-
tained and prosecuted for 
a federal crime. But that all 
changed in 1929 when the 
U.S. passed a bill to restrict 
a group of immigrants it 
hadn’t really focused on 
before: people who crossed 
the U.S.-Mexican border.

“Before about the 1920s, 
most people don’t really see 
the border as a particularly 
problematic area,” says Julia 
Young, a history professor 
at The Catholic University 
of America and author of 
“Mexican Exodus: Emi-
grants, Exiles, and Refugees 
of the Cristero War.” Most 
immigrants came over on 
ships from Europe and Asia, 
so immigration regulations 
focused on ports of entry 
on the East or West coasts.

“The border patrol was 
only established in 1924, 
and it’s not exclusively to 
deal with migrants from 
Mexico,” she says. At first, 
it was also concerned with 
alcohol and gun trafficking 
during Prohibition, as well 
as keeping out Asian immi-
grants who might be trying 
to come in through Mexico.

Asian immigrants were 
the first group of people 
to be seen as illegal immi-
grants, starting with the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882. A few decades lat-
er, the Immigration Act of 
1917 established an “Asi-
atic barred zone” banning 
almost all immigration 
from Asia. Still, it wasn’t a 
crime to violate these acts. 
The U.S. could deport un-
authorized migrants, but it 
couldn’t prosecute them.

Most immigrants at the 
time were coming from 
southern and eastern Eu-
rope, which did not sit well 
with U.S. nativists and white 
supremacist groups like the 
Ku Klux Klan, who believed 
America should be a nation 
of white Anglo-Saxon Prot-
estants. In 1924, nativist 
politicians passed a new Im-
migration Act establishing 
country quotas that gave 
enormous preference to 
people from northern and 
western Europe over those 
from the southern and east-
ern parts of the continent, 
while still banning almost 
all immigration from Asia.

Nativists wanted to re-
strict Mexican immigration 
as well, especially as it in-
creased over the 1920s as 
refugees from the Mexican 
Revolution migrated and 
southwestern employers 
sought cheap labor in the 
absence of Asian immi-
grants. However, lawmakers 
found this more difficult. 
The U.S. agricultural indus-
try relied heavily on Mexi-
can labor, and the industry’s 
strong influence was one 
of the reasons the 1924 bill 
didn’t establish immigra-
tion quotas for any country 
in North or South America.

How 
crossing 
the border 
became 
a serious 
crime

See CROSSING, Page 4B

“America the Beautiful” 
is a song we should all re-
member and know all the 
words.

Kath-
erine Lee 
Bates 
wrote the 
words as 
a poem in 
1893, and 
composer 
Samuel 
L. Ward 
wrote the 
music in 
1910. While I read the 
entire memorable produc-
tion, it saddens me that 
few today know more than 
just the main verse. Even 
the majestic flowing music 
brings memories of

hearing that song and 
remembering what it 
stands for.

Of course, everyone ma-
ture can recall the words 
that tell us about the grand 
spacious skies and the am-
ber waves of grain that so 
many of us have harvested 
or at least watched those 
heads move in the breeze.

Although we in Illinois 
can’t see the purple moun-
tain majesties, we know 
about the fruited plains we 
have worked so hard and 
diligently to produce. 

Whether we believe it 
or not, God still sheds his 
grace on us and he bestows 
on the trusty and good a 
true brotherhood all across 
our land. That is basically 
only the beginning of 
“America” that we love so 
much, but there are seven 
more verses.

There are countless 
other phrases found in 
this beautiful anthem that 
speak to us during this 
time of America’s Indepen-
dence celebration. Let us 
study a few of those to see 
the perspective that should 
be in ournhearts. 

All the verses start with 
Oh beautiful and have 
America, America to start 
each chorus. 

Bates gives homage to 
the pilgrims who sought a 
thoroughfare to freedom 
in the wilderness, so we 
could know that liberty of 
the individual lay in God 
mending our flaws and we 

Song is a 
beautiful 
ode to 
America

See STANLEY, Page 4B

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM  
THE PRAIRIE

Special to The Prairie Press

Three Confederate prisoners during the Battle of Gettysburg. About 8,000 Confed-
erate prisoners were taken at the end of the battle.
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demonstration and a perfor-
mance by a Hessian band. 
“The evening was closed with 
the ringing of bells,” the Eve-
ning Post reported, “and at 
night there was a grand ex-
hibition of fireworks (which 
began and concluded with 
thirteen rockets) on the Com-
mons, and the city was beauti-
fully illuminated.” 

Adams’s hometown of Bos-
ton saw its own fireworks dis-
play that July 4th, as Colonel 
Thomas Crafts of the Sons of 
Liberty took the opportunity 
to set off fireworks and shells 
over Boston Common. In the 
years to come, various cities 
continued the tradition of cel-

ebrating independence, hold-
ing picnics, parades, speeches 
and fireworks displays for the 
occasion, though Boston was 
the first to designate July 4 an 
official holiday (in 1783). 

By the time Independence 
Day celebrations really took 
off after the War of 1812 
(another conflict pitting the 
United States against Britain), 
fireworks were even more 
widely available. They be-
came an increasingly import-
ant part of the festivities in the 
years to come, as public safety 
concerns caused cannon and 
gunfire to be gradually phased 
out of celebrations. 

In 1870, Congress estab-
lished Independence Day as 
an official holiday. By 1898, a 
reporter would note that “the 

American Fourth of July is 
the greatest event the maker 
of firecrackers knows,” histo-
rian James Heintze recorded 
in “The Fourth of July Ency-
clopedia.” 

As every July 4 brings nu-
merous fireworks-related 
accidents, some causing in-
juries and even deaths, many 
cities and states would pass 
bans on different types of 
pyrotechnics; Adams’s native 
Massachusetts, for example, 
now bans all consumer fire-
works. Despite these safety 
concerns, Americans spend 
somewhere around $1 billion 
on fireworks each July 4, al-
lowing for a nationwide cele-
bration of independence John 
Adams would surely have ap-
preciated.

FIREWORKS
FROM PAGE 3B

In 1929, a white suprema-
cist senator named Coleman 
Livingston Blease proposed a 
compromise between agricul-
tural and nativist interests: in-
stead of capping the number of 
immigrants from Mexico, the 
U.S. could pass a law criminal-
izing those who did not cross 
the border through an official 
entry point, where they had to 
pay a fee and submit to tests. 

These entry points were far 
apart from each other, and for 
various reasons many immi-
grants continued crossing the 
border in the same manner 
that U.S. and Mexican citizens 
had both done for many de-

CROSSING
FROM PAGE 3B

they needed, even if it meant 
confronting the Union troops. 

“The first shot of the battle 
is fired a little bit after 7:00 in 
the morning,” Murray says. 
“Neither Meade nor Lee look 
to Gettysburg on a map and 
say, we're going to fight there. It 
begins as an accident, and then 
it escalates.”

The first day of fighting ap-
peared to be another Confed-
erate victory, as the rebels drove 
their Yankee counterparts into 
retreat through the town of 
Gettysburg. But Union troops 
still held the high ground south 
of town, on Cemetery Ridge, 
which proved crucial in the 
days to come. 

On July 2, Lee sought to 
press his advantage, launch-
ing massive assaults on both 
sides of the Union line. The 
hesitance of his subordinate 
generals allowed more Union 
reinforcements to arrive, 
strengthening their defensive 
positions and enabling them to 
stall the rebel onslaught. With 
over 20,000 casualties, the sec-
ond day at Gettysburg stands 
as one of the war’s bloodiest 
days of fighting. 

Lee tried again on July 3, 
believing his invincible army 
could triumph with just one 
more push. But the attack, by 
fewer than 15,000 Confederate 
soldiers led by Gen. George 
Pickett, was a “catastrophic 
failure,” says Murray, with near-

ly 5,600 rebel soldiers killed, 
wounded or captured. The fol-
lowing day, Lee began prepara-
tions to move his army south, 
with Meade in pursuit. Ulti-
mately, with the Confederates 
dug in along the Potomac, Me-
ade decided against an attack, 
giving Lee’s forces time to cross 
the river back into Virginia  — 
and earning Lincoln’s ire.

Casualties were high on 
both sides at Gettysburg, but 
the Confederates undoubt-
edly suffered more lasting 
damage. In all, some 28,000 
Confederate soldiers were 
killed, wounded or missing, 
comprising one-third of Lee’s 
entire army, and including 
several of Lee’s trusted subor-
dinates. Though the Confed-
erate general went on to other 
military victories south of the 
Mason-Dixon line, he never 
again led an invasion of the 
North. 

On the other hand, Get-
tysburg reinvigorated the 
Union war effort, especially 
when combined with Ulysses 
S. Grant’s near-simultaneous 
capture of Vicksburg in the 
war’s western theater. 

“Three days after the battle, 
the headline of the Philadel-
phia Enquirer reads ‘Waterloo 
Eclipsed,’” says Murray. “Just 
days after it ended, Philadel-
phians and Northerners are 
thinking of the Battle of Get-
tysburg as comparable to the 
battle that defeated Napoleon 
and completely reshaped the 
geopolitical situation of west-

ern Europe.” 
For Union troops, stop-

ping Lee’s invasion — and 
defeating rebel troops on 
northern soil — provided a 
much-needed surge in morale 
sustaining them into the next 
grueling phase of war. 

But the clash took on even 
more significance in Novem-
ber 1863, when President Lin-
coln delivered the Gettysburg 
Address. In one famously brief 
speech, Lincoln consecrated 

the battlefield, honored the 
sacrifice of the soldiers who 
died there and redefined the 
war as a struggle not just for 
the Union, but for the nation.

As Lincoln said, “...that we 
here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in 
vain—that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom—and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall 
not perish from the earth.”

BATTLE
FROM PAGE 3B

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3A

would have a soul controlled 
by selfless acts. 

She wrote of heroes who 
made it easier for others 
to live because, of love of 
country, they were willing 
to give their lives. She tells 
of patriots’ dreams as they 
looked forward to building 
great shining cities even in the 
battles where they shed blood 
and many tears. 

God will reward, with his 
grace, those with pure souls 

and those who honor the gifts 
from nature on shore and sea. 

The pilgrims wove into the 
wilderness a passion for fair-
ness and many times showed 
homage on bent knees.

As I think about the music 
and hum it in my mind, I will 
conclude with this anthem 
from the seventh stanza of the 
hymn.

“Oh beautiful for glory-tale
Of liberating strife
When once and twice
For man’s avail
Men lavished precious life!
America! America!

God shed his grace on thee
‘Til selfish gain no longer 

stain
The banner of the free!”
As we honor those who 

laid out the Declaration of 
Independence and for those 
who are so vigilantly protect-
ing this idea of freedom and 
God given rights, let us not 
forget what it really means 
right here and right now.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

cades. 
“Entry fees were prohibi-

tively high for many Mexican 
workers,” writes historian Kel-
ly Lytle Hernandez for “The 
Conversation.” “Moreover, 
U.S. authorities subjected 
Mexican immigrants, in partic-
ular, to kerosene baths and hu-
miliating delousing procedures 
because they believed Mexican 
immigrants carried disease and 
filth on their bodies.”

Blease’s law passed and be-
came Section 1325 of Title 8 
in the U.S. Code. For the first 
time in U.S. history, the law 
made it a crime for some peo-
ple to cross the border. With 
Section 1325, unlawful entry 
became a federal misdemean-
or on the first offense, and a 
felony on the second. Both 
charges could result in fines or 
prison time. And although the 
law applied to all immigrants, 
the intent was to restrict im-
migration from Mexico.

In the first 10 years after 
Section 1325 passed, the U.S. 
used it to prosecute around 
44,000 immigrants. Howev-
er, this was a small number 
compared to the hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions, of 
immigrants whom nativists 
rounded up and deported in 
the Great Depression’s repa-
triation drives out of a belief 
that Mexicans were a drain on 
the economy.

During World War II, pros-
ecutions under Section 1325 
decreased as the U.S. sought 
more labor for the war effort. 
In 1942, the U.S. started the 
Bracero Program to bring over 
more than 300,000 Mexican 
guest workers for short-term 
agricultural projects. This 
helped fill a labor shortage 
while many Americans were 
fighting overseas.

The Bracero Program con-
tinued until 1964, but even 
after it ended, the U.S. didn’t 

make prosecuting immigrants 
under Section 1325 a priori-
ty. Criminal prosecutors took 
time, money and resources, 
and presidential administra-
tions opted instead to deport 
millions of Mexican immi-
grants without going through 
that process. It wasn’t until 
George W. Bush’s presidency 
that the U.S. began to pros-
ecute people under Section 
1325 more regularly.

These prosecutions contin-
ued under presidents Barack 
Obama and Donald Trump. 
Section 1325 is the basis for 
the government’s separation 
of parents from their children 
at the border, and could be-
come a major issue in the 2020 
presidential race. At the first 
Democratic Primary Debates 
on June 26, 2019, Julián Cas-
tro made headlines for calling 
on all of the party's candidates 
to join him in promising to re-
peal Section 1325.



Hello, everyone. I hope 
everyone is enjoying the 
summer so far.  I pray the 

rain will 
hold 
off for a 
while, and 
the farm-
ers will be 
blessed 
with an 
abundant 
harvest 
this fall. 
They are 

the back-
bone of our economy. We 
all benefit from their hard 
work. Remember when 
sitting down to a delicious 
meal to thank both the Lord 
that provided it and the 
farmers who harvested it.

Both of my grandfathers, 
George Stahl and Larry 
Wood, were farmers. They 
worked hard all their lives as 
farmers and raising my dad 
and my mom.  

Each year at my Grand-
pa and Grandma Wood’s 
house in Urbana, we had a 
big breakfast on the Fourth 
of July. All of Grandma’s 
relatives brought vari-
ous breakfast foods like 
cinnamon rolls, coffee cake, 
cereal, fruit bowl, etc. My 
grandpa had the grill going 
on the back patio and ev-
eryone provided bacon and 
eggs to cook in the skillet. I 
can smell the bacon now.  

Grandpa always cleaned 
out the garage before hand 
and everyone sat at card ta-
bles and chairs and enjoyed 
the feast. Then a lot of us 
went to the parade in the 
afternoon and the fireworks 
at night. It was a big day 
celebrating with my family.

We were doing exact-
ly what President John 
Adams said we should be 
doing. After the Declara-
tion of Independence was 
signed on July 2, 1776, 
(note the date), Adams 
wrote in a letter to his wife, 
Abigail, the day of indepen-
dence would one day be 
recognized with fireworks 
and parades.  

He called it a, “Day of 
Deliverance,” by Almighty 
God, and it should be 
celebrated with, “Pomp and 
Parade, Bonfires and Illu-
minations from one End of 
this continent to the other.”  

All of the signers of the 
Declaration were putting 
their lives on the line, for it 
was an act of treason against 
the British crown and a 
hanging offense, if convict-
ed. Yet Adams, Jefferson, 
Franklin and the others 
knew America could only 
succeed as a nation by being 
a free nation. Only with the 
blessing of God would they 
succeed.

I pray we can continue 
this celebration of our 
freedom all year long. May 
we always be grateful to 
the source of our freedom, 
Almighty God.

May God Bless each of 
you this summer. See you 
next week.

  (Jeff Stahl is the pastor at 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church in Paris and the 
Vermilion United Method-
ist Church. Email him at 
jvern63@yahoo.com.     
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ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, 
Pa. — The pilgrims had come to a fork 
in the road.

They had just finished a hard, uphill 
climb on the Appalachian Trail, and 
they weren’t sure they wanted to head 
200 yards in the opposite direction to 
stop at the Darlington Shelter — even if 
it was named after the Episcopal bishop 
who contributed to the development of 
the trail.

But when they arrived, they found 
a bit of the trail magic the Appalachian 
Trail is known for awaiting them.

Several of the support team members 
following their pilgrimage along the leg-
endary 2,190-mile footpath had parked 
their van nearby and hiked a short way 
to the shelter carrying cold water and 
Gatorade.

“They were, like, magical. They just 
appeared,” said Debbie Pflager, 67, re-
counting the high point of the day’s hike 
during a time of reflection that evening.

The group was part of the week-long 
(June 23 to 28) Appalachian Camino, 
inspired by the 500-mile pilgrimage 
across northern Spain. Organized by the 
Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsyl-
vania, it took the pilgrims along parts of 
the Appalachian Trail that pass through 
the diocese.

About 20 pilgrims, most from par-
ishes within the diocese, are hiking the 
full week, staying overnight in churches 
and parish halls along the way. Another 
24 are joining as day hikers throughout 
the week.

“We live in such a beautiful place here 
in Pennsylvania, and the Appalachian 
Trail is such a gorgeous walk,” Central 
Pennsylvania Bishop Audrey Cady 
Scanlan said.

“So this is an opportunity to come 
together in community, in nature and 
appreciate God’s creation.”

The idea for the Appalachian Camino 
came from The Rev. Dan Morrow, the 
diocese’s canon for congregational life 
and mission.

Morrow is no stranger to pilgrimages.
He has traveled to Ireland and to the 

home of St. Francis of Assisi in Italy, he 
said.

And he has always wanted to walk the 
Camino de Santiago, which ends at what 
many Catholics believe to be the resting 
place of St. James. The walk has explod-
ed in popularity with American pilgrims 
in the past decade.

Morrow said he has never had the 
time to make the trek, but on a recent 
day hike on the Appalachian Trail with 

his wife, it occurred to him the diocese 
could bring the Camino to Pennsylva-
nia.

“We should do a pilgrimage here 
along the trail, visiting our sacred spaces 
with our own group of pilgrims,” he said.

It wouldn’t end at the final resting 
place of an apostle, he said, but “having 
done other pilgrimages … I just know 
that the journey is just every bit as im-
portant, as transformative, as the desti-
nation.”

When Morrow approached the bish-
op with the idea for an Appalachian 
Camino, she immediately said yes.

It fit perfectly with the “Bishop Out 
of the Box” program Scanlan started 
last fall. The program is meant to mod-
el, “how we could engage ministry in 
different ways and kind of invite people 
to think creatively, obviously out of the 
box, to do things differently,” she said.

So far, that has taken the bishop to 
a county fair wearing a button reading 
“Need prayer?” and to a Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day celebration with a col-
or-by-number picture of King on canvas, 
among other things.

“This is our own opportunity to em-
body our faith, to say that we’re on a 
journey and literally, not just figuratively 
or metaphorically, but literally to jour-
ney with others on the way,” she said.

Building on the way of love espoused 
by the presiding bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, Michael Curry, they’ve been 
referring to the pilgrimage as walking 
the way of love in central Pennsylvania, 
Scanlan said.

By Wednesday (June 25), the fourth 
day of the Appalachian Camino, some of 
the pilgrims and their support crew had 
earned trail names like “Go Go Gad-
get,” “Major Tom” and “Mama Bear.” 
The bishop was “Trinity on the Trail” 
and Morrow, “Venom Sucker,” which 
came with a story recounted with much 

laughter about how — since the hike 
had been his idea — he was responsible 
for rescuing anybody bitten by a snake 
along the way.

They gathered early in the morning 
for a brief liturgy, including a prayer of 
blessing for the pilgrims. Scanlan knelt 
at the feet of those joining them for the 
first time that day, making the sign of the 
cross over their boots, and they split into 
two groups — the faster hikers charging 
ahead first with the bishop.

Morrow set his timer for 10 minutes 
of contemplative silence as his group 
began the hike. Everybody was looking 
forward to the first five miles — rela-
tively flat, according to their maps, after 
three days of hills and rocks.

In the silence, Lisa Work said, she no-
ticed the temperature changes as they 
crossed an open meadow into the shade 
of the forest.

As the day went on and temperatures 
soared in the stretches through soybean 
fields or along the roadside with no 
protection from the blazing summer 
sun, Work took turns with fellow hikers 
pouring cool water from their water bot-
tles onto each other’s heads in a kind of 
trail baptism.

The 52-year-old, who attends St. John 
Episcopal Church in York, Pennsylva-
nia, also wants to walk the Camino de 
Santiago someday. For her, hiking is a 
form of worship, a necessary rhythm, 
she said.

“Some of it I don’t have words for, but 
the experience has been so real,” Work 
said. “In the Scripture, it talks about the 
Holy Spirit understanding the groaning 
of your gut, and I think that’s what this 
is. It’ll fall short to anybody I try to de-
scribe it to.”

It’s different hiking with a group when 
she’s used to silence and solitude on the 
trail, she said. But, as she begins a new 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It may be the first Christian 
body to endorse the environ-
mental protection legislation 
sponsored in the U.S. House 
of Representatives by Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-New York.

A resolution endorsing the 
Green New Deal, titled “Let 
Justice Roll Down — De-
claring Support for the Green 
New Deal and Affirming the 
Intersectionality of Climate 
Justice with all Justice Issues,” 
passed 662-30 on June 24 at 
the UCC’s General Synod, 

which ran June 21-25 at the 
Wisconsin Center in Milwau-
kee.

The vote followed endorse-
ments from the UCC’s exec-
utive leadership and Council 
for Climate Justice.Support 
from the Green New Deal, 
“comes out of the history of 
who we are,” said the Rev. 
Brooks Berndt, the UCC’s 
minister for environmental 
justice.

The denomination helped 
launch the environmental jus-
tice movement in the 1980s, 
and the Rev. Benjamin Chavis 
Jr., a UCC minister, is believed 

to have coined the phrase en-
vironmental racism, Berndt 
said.

More recently, the UCC be-
came the first denomination to 
call for divestment from fossil 
fuels, he said.

“When the Green New Deal 
came out, we immediately saw 
this as reflecting the values and 
the commitments that we’ve 
been holding dear for all these 
many years,” Berndt said.

The Green New Deal — 
introduced in the House in 
February by Ocasio-Cortez 
— aims to achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions, 

build smart power grids, up-
date buildings to be more ef-
ficient and train workers for 
jobs in a new green economy 
over the next 10 years.

The UCC resolution 
framed its support for the leg-
islation in terms of faith.

The resolution notes that 
climate change already is, 
“on a scale we can hardly 
comprehend,” and has a dis-
proportionate impact on the 
poorest people and people of 
color, who often live in areas 
most likely to be affected. It 
also points to research by Yale 
University showing that most 

registered voters approve of 
the Green New Deal.

And it calls on the church 
to bear witness to the role 
science plays in understand-
ing the challenges posed by 
climate change, incorporate 
awareness of climate change 
into worship and help pre-
pare communities for extreme 
weather and other impacts of 
climate change.

“This historic moment pro-
vides Christian communities 
with a powerful opportunity 
to bear witness to the sacred-
ness of God’s Creation and 
the urgent call to preserve it,” 

the statement reads.
Berndt said the UCC’s en-

dorsement of the Green New 
Deal is not about politics but 
is about taking a stand on one 
of the key, “moral issues of our 
day.”

“It’s being attuned to where 
suffering and oppression is 
happening and then realizing 
that part of our Christian call-
ing is to be in solidarity and 
present with that,” he said.

The endorsement won 
praise from author and envi-
ronmentalist Bill McKibben, 
who grew up in the UCC.

Church is pro-Green New Deal

He blessed 
us with 
freedom

JEFF
STAHL
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Pilgrimage on the Appalachian Trail

See ROAD, Page 6B

Clash over 
Biblical site

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

JERUSALEM — A re-
cent ceremony marking 
the excavation of a road 
that archaeologists believe 
was used by biblical-era 
Jewish pilgrims — perhaps 
even Jesus — has drawn 
fire from Palestinians, who 
accuse Israeli and U.S. offi-
cials of trying to “Judaize” 
Jerusalem.

The controversy is the 
latest political skirmish 
between Israelis and Pales-
tinians over archaeological 
excavations.

U.S. Ambassador to Isra-
el David Friedman and U.S. 
Middle East special envoy 
Jason Greenblatt attended 
the event Sunday ( June 
30), along with Israeli of-
ficials and archaeologists. 
The City of David Founda-
tion hosted the ceremony.

The road, which was at 
ground level 2,000 years 
ago but is now below 
ground, extends from the 
Siloam Pool (Shiloach in 
Hebrew) just outside the 
walls of the Old City of 
Jerusalem to the southern 
part of the Western Wall.

From there, pilgrims 
would have ascended to 
the Second Jewish Temple, 
on what is today’s Temple 
Mount/Haram al-Sharif, 
via a stairway.

According to the Gos-
pel of John (9:1-11), Jesus 
healed the blind man at the 
Siloam Pool.

The site is in East Jerusa-
lem, which Israel captured 
in 1967 and annexed soon 
afterward. Palestinians 
want the territory, which 
much of the international 
community considers oc-
cupied, to be the capital of 
a future Palestinian state.

Palestinian officials say 
Jews have no historical or 
religious claims to the re-
gion. Israeli officials main-
tain present-day Israel and 
the West Bank were part of 
the biblical Land of Israel 
and employ archaeology to 
prove it.

Friedman, an Ortho-
dox Jew and a supporter 
of Israeli settlements, said 
the Pilgrimage Road’s ex-
istence, “confirms with 
evidence, with science, 
with archaeological stud-
ies that which many of us 
already knew, certainly in 
our heart: the centrality 
of Jerusalem to the Jewish 
people.”

After the event, PLO 
Secretary-General Saeb 
Erekat called the excava-
tion of the road and Siloam 
Pool, which is in the Arab 
neighborhood of Silwan, 
“a settlement project that 
is based on a lie that has 
nothing to do with history.”

In a statement, the Per-
manent Observer Mission 
of the State of Palestine to 
the United Nations called 
the road’s inauguration an, 
“illegal act in occupied ter-
ritory.”

“It is deplorable that the 

Special to The Prairie Press

Hikers on the Appalachian Trail pause for a break at the rest stop maintained in 2018 by Christ Trinity Church in Sheffield, Mass. 
An Episcopal and Lutheran congregation, the church members created a corner of kindness where the trail crosses in a sunny 
field. The church provides shade canopies, chairs with backs, a grill and a table with high-calorie snacks and lunches.

Episcopalian pilgrims bring 
Spain’s Camino de Santia-
go to the Appalachians

Special to The Prairie Press

Pilgrims launch from a dock in Essex, Conn., on July 9, 2017, the final day of the 
River of Life pilgrimage. Organizers of the Appalachian Camino are following in 
the footsteps of nature-minded Episcopalians who have launched many outdoor 
pilgrimages and ministries in recent years. In New England, Episcopal dioceses 
have collaborated on the annual paddling pilgrimage, turning the Connecticut 
River into a place of prayerful meditation and communion.

See TRAIL, Page 6B

Excavation of 
Siloam Pool road 
leads to claims of 
attempt to ‘Judaize’ 
Jerusalem

United Church of Christ endorses legislation during Synod, citing environmental justice and human rights

CONGREGATION SUSTAINS HIKERS ON JOURNEY

See UCC, Page 6B
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Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

First Baptist Church VBS

Friday, July 12 - 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Saturday, July 13 - 8:30-2:00 p.m.
Sunday, July 14 - 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Meals are provided!

Call the the church if you 
need transportation!

Register 
Fri. night at 5 p.m.

201 S. Central  • Paris, IL  • 217-463-1600

All kids
preschool-5th 

grade are welcome!

Come Sunday 
for a chance to 

win prizes! Parents 
who attend will be 

entered into a 
drawing for aTexas 
Roadhouse giftcard 

for the family!

JULY 14-19, 2019
5:15-5:40 pm Sun-Fri. - Dinner
5:45-8:00 pm Sun-Fri. - VBS
1st United Methodist Church, 

324 W. Court St, Paris
Along with Paris & New Providence Presbyteran Churches, 

Otterbein & Vermilion Methodist Churches

VBS

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Important July Dates
Yoga at the lake is on vaction!

Resuming Thursdays at 5 on July 18!
Restaurant is CLOSED July 23 

for a private party.
Normal Restaurant Hours

Tues, Wed, Thurs  11 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday  8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For Trails-End Camp Store & Gift Shop Hours: 217-826-1363

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1 University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension 
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to attend, call 217-826-5422.

only $5 

More info and 
registration at 

go.illinois.edu/jams

Class at Marshall
Extension Office 
July 15 | 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

JAMS & JELLIES 
FOOD 
PRESERVATION 
WORKSHOP

TRAIL
FROM PAGE 5B

Special to The Prairie Press

Central Pennsylvania Episcopalian Bishop Audrey Scanlan’s 
diocese led a group hike on part of Pennsylvania’s segment of 
the Appalachian Trail June 23-28. The trail now known as Appa-
lachian Camino, is a weeklong hike in which participants begin 
and end each day with worship. Churches near the route offer 
hikers a place to camp for the night.

JULY 7 HARVEST WORSHIP BAND
The Harvest Worship Band leads 
the Elevate Praise session 7 p.m. 
July 7 in Linn Park Amphitheater, 
Martinsville. Audience members 
should bring their own seating and 
food is available for purchase at 6 
p.m. 

GRACE NOTES

job heading a school, it has 
been a reminder how much 
she needs other people and 
a chance to unplug and slow 
down for a week.

She was surprised to have 
forged a sisterhood with sev-
eral of the women on the trail, 
including Amanda Kniepkamp, 
who joined the Appalachian 
Camino from Philadelphia, 
where she attends Philadelphia 
Episcopal Cathedral.

For Kniepkamp, weekly 
church services weren’t cutting 
it anymore. The 40-year-old, 
who works in academic sup-
port at the University of Penn-
sylvania, said she wanted a 
deeper experience of her faith.

If there was any place she 
would find that, Kniepkamp 
thought, it would be in the 
outdoors. Having grown up 
in a small town, she gets city 
rage”the way others get road 
rage, she said.

Remembering church 
camps she attended growing 
up, she prayed, “Please let it not 
be hokey.”

But that hasn’t been her ex-
perience on the Appalachian 
Camino.

She has been moved by the 
worship in the mornings and 
evenings. And the intensity of 
the shared experience of hik-
ing the Appalachian Trail, the 
joys and the adventure, quickly 
brought the group together, she 
said.

“We’ve been together for 
three days, and we’re sharing 
everything about our journey,” 
Kniepkamp said.

That was a theme sounded 

by several on the Appalachian 
Camino.

Kay Cramer, 66, walked the 
Camino de Santiago in Spain 
several years ago when she re-
tired from her career as a hos-
pice nurse. When she heard 
about the diocese’s pilgrimage 
inspired by the Camino, she 
knew immediately she needed 
to join.

“Where I was trying to find 
myself on the Camino, on this 
one, I’m finding that it’s more 
about relationships with oth-
er people,” Cramer said. “I’m 
finding love instead of finding 
myself.”

Others had what could be 
considered less spiritual rea-
sons for making the pilgrimage 
— for weight loss or for the 
challenge of it. Some were hik-
ing along with their children.

But then, Morrow said, “I 
also think not everything has to 
have a deeper meaning. Hiking 
is a good in and of itself, just 
like other things are. You can 
make connections, and draw-
ing connections is really good, 
but just doing it is a good in and 
of itself.”

At the end of Wednesday’s 
12-mile hike, the pilgrims let 
out a, “Thanks be to God,” as 
two white support vans came 
into view.

They piled into the vehicles 
for the half-hour drive to the 
Church of the Nativity in New-
port, Pennsylvania, a pictur-
esque little church along a river, 
where they plunged aching and 
blistered feet into the rushing 
water.

A trailer arrived carrying 
their backpacks and other sup-
plies, and some of the pilgrims 
rolled out sleeping bags in the 

ROAD
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EDGAR RIGHT TO LIFE HOSTS LUNCHEON

Special to The Prairie Press

Choices Pregnancy & Health recently hosted a luncheon for members of Edgar County Right 
to Life. Representing Choices were Sue Sheeran, Mary Taylor and Chris Bugle. Representatives 
from Right to Life included Pat Catanzariti, Rose Marie Ketner, the Rev. Valery Burusu, Karen 
Todd, Carrie- Witmer, Deb Kirsch, and Evelyn Ring (seated).

church’s parish hall. Others set 
up tents around the stone lab-
yrinth in its neatly manicured 
lawn.

Then they gathered in the 
church basement for a home-
made dinner prepared for 
them by parishioners. Cramer, 
who belongs to the Church of 
the Nativity, made a Santiago 
cake, an almond cake on pil-
grims’ menus along the Span-
ish trail.

During a time of reflection 
afterward led by the bishop 

in the sanctuary, the pilgrims 
took turns sharing the highs 
and lows of the day’s hike.

There were discouraging 
moments on some of the 
tougher switchbacks and a fall 
that cut short the day’s hike for 
one pilgrim.

There was encouragement 
from fellow pilgrims and that 
trail magic at the Darlington 
Shelter.

And, all in all, Scanlan said, 
“It’s been a good day — a holy 
day.”

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH VBS

Special to The Prairie Press

The search is on at First Christian Church, Paris, for participants in the July 29-Aug. 3 vacation 
Bible school. The theme this year is The Incredible Race: All Part of One Family, Running One 
Race with One Savior. Sessions are 9-11:30 a.m. each of the six days for children ages four 
through the fifth grade. Pictured front left to right are Deena Hasler, co-director and Kim 
Woods, co-director; back left to right are the Rev. Mark Parkinson and Pastor John Snidle. 
Pre-registration is available now at the church or online at: http://fccparis.org/vacation-bi-
ble-school/ 

In a video filmed for the de-
nomination, McKibben said of 
the Green New Deal, “This is a 
big deal — the first legislation 
that’s on the same scale as this 
crisis we face — and so it’s re-
ally important to have not just 
economists and scientists lin-
ing up behind it, but people of 
faith as well who can remind us 
what the real bottom line is.”

The UCC, a mainline Prot-
estant denomination, tallied its 
membership last fall at 853,778 
members in 4,956 congrega-
tions. The Pew Research Cen-
ter listed it among the 15 larg-
est Protestant denominations 
in the U.S. in its 2015 Ameri-
ca’s Changing Religious Land-
scape report.

UCC
FROM PAGE 5B

officials of the right-wing 
Israeli government were ac-
companied in this illegal act in 
occupied territory by US gov-
ernment officials,” the state-
ment said.

Ilan Sharon, a Hebrew Uni-
versity professor of archaeol-
ogy who was not involved in 
the excavations, told Religion 
News Service that any estab-
lished scholar believes Jews 
lived here at some point in his-
tory.

“Therefore, there is nothing 
to prove,” he said.

At the same time, “digging 
under the homes of the people 
of Silwan without their permis-
sion is a political statement and 
an attempt to Judaize Jerusa-
lem,” Sharon said.

“Of course, everything in 
our world is politicized. Ar-
chaeology is no exception.”
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

An estimated 10 million 
commercially insured Amer-
icans are living with skin can-
cer, up from 9 million last year, 
reports the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Association (BCBSA).

And of all the generations, 
millennials are more likely to 
engage in risky behavior in or-
der to get a tan, according to a 
BCBSA survey. 

The millennial findings 
show:

• 58 percent think a tan 
makes a person more attractive 

• 53 percent believe a tan 
makes a person look healthy

• 31 percent use tanning 
beds to get a baseline tan

“It’s well documented that 
millennials are a lifestyle-ori-
ented generation. In general, 

they choose lifestyle over oth-
er areas of life,” Larisa Geskin, 
director of the Comprehensive 
Skin Cancer Center at NewYo-
rk-Presbyterian and Colum-
bia University Irving Medical 
Center, told Healthline. “I 
think [this behavior] is really 
driven by the desire to seize the 
moment and enjoy their life.”

Megan Trager a medical stu-
dent at Columbia University 
Vagelos College of Physicians 
and Surgeons who researches 
sun exposure skin damage, and 
vitamin D deficiency, elabo-
rates.

“We think that millennials 
are more risk-seeking than 
other generations and they 
don’t necessarily think about 
the consequences of their de-
cisions, but rather they are in 
the moment and do things for 

pleasure. So being in the sun 
is something they enjoy in the 
moment rather than thinking 
about the risks of skin cancer 
down the line,” Trager said.

Trager also points to a 
change in beauty standards 
over the past hundred years.

“Favoring a pale complex-
ion associated with beauty 
and class has shifted over the 
past hundred years or so under 
influences from the medical 
community and media,” Trager 
told Healthline. 

However, she adds that 
risk-seeking behaviors of mil-
lennials play a part, too.

Still, another factor may be 
lack of preventive care, says 
Vincent Nelson, vice president 
of medical affairs for BCBSA. 

Nelson says an earlier report 
from the organization found 

that millennials are less healthy 
than Generation X were at the 
same age, and that 1 in 3 mil-
lennials don’t have a primary 
care physician and are less like-
ly to seek preventive care on a 
regular basis. 

“Based on these findings, 
we’re seeing that millennials 
are not seeking preventative 
care and it’s not only having 
an effect on their immediate 
health, but will significantly 
impact their long-term health 
as well,” Nelson told Health-
line. “With millennials on track 
to become the largest gener-
ation in the near future, it’s 
critical that they’re taking their 
health maintenance seriously. 
Our plan is to address this issue 
now to ensure millennials, and 
all Americans, take a proactive 
role in maintaining their health 

and well-being.”
There are four simple ways to 

protect yourself from the sun:

WEAR SUNSCREEN
The American Cancer So-

ciety recommends using sun-
screen with broad spectrum 
protection against both long 
wave ultraviolet A (UVA) 
and short wave ultraviolet B 
(UVB) rays, and with sun pro-
tection factor (SPF) values of 
30 or higher.

Trager and Geskin suggest 
mineral sunscreen that con-
tains at least 20 percent zinc 
oxide or titanium dioxide. 

“If you apply a lot of chem-
ical sunblock, they can be 
harmful and influence your 
endocrine system. Occasion-
al use is OK, but we do not 
recommend wearing it all the 

time. Sunblock with zinc oxide 
or titanium dioxide reflect the 
light rather than absorb it,” said 
Geskin.

She and Trager say keep the 
following in mind when apply-
ing sunscreen:

• Put it on before going out-
side because it takes about 15 
minutes for sunscreen to be 
absorbed into the skin.

• Most people need about an 
ounce — or a shot glass full — 
of sunscreen to fully cover their 
body.

• Ask someone to apply sun-
screen on areas you can’t reach, 
such as your back.

• Reapply every two hours.

WEAR PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
In addition to wide-

brimmed hats and sunglasses, 

Despite risks, people still tan

Heat and
humidity 
are deadly 
combo
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – On av-
erage, heat kills more people 
each year than other weath-
er-related hazards, such as 
tornadoes, floods and light-
ning. 

To increase awareness 
about the dangers of ex-
treme heat, the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) and the 
Illinois Department of La-
bor are offering heat safety 
tips to help people stay safe 
when temperatures rise.

According to the Na-
tional Weather Service 
(NWS), heat accounted for 
an average of 101 fatalities 
each year from 2009–2019. 
During that same period, 
tornadoes caused an average 
of 89 deaths each year, while 
floods resulted in an annu-
al average of 95 fatalities. 
NWS also reports during 
that same 10-year report-
ing period an average of 38 
children have died due to 
heat stroke from being left 
inside a hot vehicle, and 16 
children have died so far in 
2019.

“Heat-related fatalities 
can be prevented by taking 
precautions when tempera-
tures rise,” said IEMA Act-
ing Director Alicia Tate-Na-
deau. “One of the most 
important heat safety tips 
is to never leave children, 
elderly people, adults with 
disabilities or pets in parked 
cars even for a short time. 
Temperatures in vehicles 
rise much faster than many 
people realize.” 

Even with the windows 
slightly open, temperatures 
inside a vehicle will rise 30 
to 40 degrees in less than 30 
minutes. The effects of hot 
cars can be more severe on 
children because their bod-
ies warm at a faster rate than 
adults.

Several tragic deaths also 
have occurred when chil-
dren got into vehicles with-
out their parents’ knowl-
edge and then could not get 
out. It is important to always 
lock car doors and trunks, 
even at home, and keep keys 
out of children’s reach.

While heat affects ev-
eryone, it especially poses 
danger to those who must 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – In its 
ongoing commitment to 
increasing vaccination rates 
across the state, the Pritzker 
administration is taking ac-
tion to make vaccines more 
easily available for low-in-
come children. The Illinois 
Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services (HFS) 
and the Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) 
are announcing the avail-
ability of vaccines for chil-
dren covered under the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Plan through the Vaccines 
For Children (VFC) pro-
gram. Ordering vaccines 
for CHIP-eligible children 
through the VFC program 
will increase the number 
of providers for these vital 
services and help ensure 
vaccines are more readily 
available for low-income 
children.

“Illinois is committed to 
every child being vaccinat-
ed,” said IDPH Director 
Ngozi Ezike. “The U.S. is 
seeing the greatest number 
of measles cases since 1992 
despite the fact that measles 
was declared eliminated in 
2000. Vaccination is the saf-
est and most effective way 
to help prevent measles cas-
es and outbreaks and we are 
continuing to take aggres-
sive action to ensure that all 
children continue to have 
access to vaccines.”

“It is crucial for children 
to receive their vaccinations 
at the time of their well or 
sick visits, without having to 
go places at a different date 
that may also be far away,” 
said HFS Director Theresa 
Eagleson. “With this im-
portant step, we are enhanc-
ing vital access to health 
care and helping to keep the 
people of Illinois safe and 
healthy.”

The VFC program is a 
federally funded program 
that provides vaccines for 
children whose parents or 
guardians may not be able 
to afford them. Children 

See VACCINES, Page 8BSee HEAT, Page 8B

State makes 
vaccines more 
available  to low-
income households

See TANNING, Page 9B

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

We all need the occasional reminder 
to think healthy and Bee Well of Edgar 
County has partnered with two local 
convenience stores in promoting health-
ier choices.

Bee Well coalition members Mary Liz 
Wright and Brandi Eaton worked with 
managers at the Circle K stores on Main 
and Jasper streets Wednesday, July 3, to 
place Bee Well approved stickers on the 
fresh fruit display, water dispensers and 
in the coolers where bottled water, milk 
and 100 percent juices are kept for cus-
tomers. 

“I’m so excited to have these conve-
nience stores be so welcoming,” said 
Wright. “They care about their commu-
nity.”

Bee Well formed in 2014 when a co-
alition of health care professionals, busi-
ness leaders and concerned citizens grew 
alarmed by two separate studies ranking 
Edgar County as one of the unhealthiest 
places in Illinois because of the high rate 
of obesity and heart health issues among 
the local population.

One issue Bee Well, and other groups 
fighting obesity, struggles against is the 
amount of hidden sugar found in pro-
cessed foods like soft drinks and snacks. 

According to the official websites for 
Coca-Cola and Mountain Dew, the sug-
ar content of a 12-ounce can of Coke 
is 39 grams and Mountain Dew has 46 
grams of sugar per 12-ounces. Trans-
lating grams into figures that are more 
understandable for Americans reveals 
just how much sugar a person consumes 
with each 12-ounce beverage. The 39 
grams in Coke is the equivalent of 3.1 
tablespoons of sugar, and Mountain 
Dew’s 46 grams is 3 2/3 tablespoons. 
That is nearly a quarter-cup of sugar in 
each can. The amount of sugar goes up 
when drinks are supersized.

“We want people to make healthier 

choices,” said Wright. “We want people 
to drink less sugar-based beverages.”

She added during the hot weather 
over the last couple of weeks, the body 
needs water – not sugar to stay hydrat-
ed. Sugar is also a diuretic causing more 
frequent urination and can lead to dehy-
dration if water consumption does not 
keep pace.

Eaton, a nurse with the Edgar County 
Health Department, said beverages mar-
keted as sports drinks are not a health-
ier choice than soft drinks and offer no 
real advantage over water for the average 
person. The sports drinks, she said, are 
loaded with sugar and salt.

“Unless you are really an athlete who 
just finished a marathon, it is more than 
you need,” said Eaton.

She added one option for those who 
want a sports drink is to dilute it with 
water as a way of cutting sugar and salt 
consumption. 

“Reducing obesity reduces the risk for 
diabetes and heart disease,” said Eaton.

According to Horizon Health’s 2016 

Community Health Needs assessment, 
the heart disease rate in Edgar County is 
43 percent higher than the state average 
and Edgar County has the highest death 
rate among the neighboring counties of 
Clark, Coles, Crawford, Douglas and 
Vermilion.

Managers at both stores said they are 
happy to support the Bee Well initiative. 
One of the Bee Well approved stickers 
went on the water tab at the fountain 
drink machine in the Jasper Street store. 
Consumers there can buy a Polar Pop 
size of ice water for 35 cents plus tax at 
the fountain. The Main Street store also 
sells a Polar Pop ice water for 35 cents 
and tax but the water comes through 
a faucet at the coffee bar instead of the 
fountain machine.

Both stores have always had an option 
for buying ice water as opposed to a soft 
drink.

Mike Freeman, the assistant manager 
for the Main Street store, had no con-
cerns that promoting healthier options 

Paris Circle K’s, Bee Well partner

Gary Henry/ The Prairie Press

The Circle K stores in Paris are partnering with Bee Well of Edgar County to raise awareness about making healthy choices 
when eating and drinking. Robert Sanders, left, the assistant manager of the Jasper Street store has just placed a Bee Well 
Partner sticker on the door with Bee Well coalition members Mary Liz Wright, center, and Brandi Eaton, right, present. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mike Freeman, assistant manager at the Circle K convenience store on Main 
Street, places a Bee Well Partner cling on the entry to the store. Mary Liz Wright of 
the Bee Well coalition is to the right. The cling shows the store supports Bee Well’s 
effort to make Edgar County a healthier community.

See BEEWELL, Page 8B

Springfield 
partners 
with health 
services
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721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

CLOSURES: Thursday, July 4―All clinics closed.  
         EZ Care in Paris open 9 am to 7 pm. 

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Great for the Grill! 
Brats: Regular, Philly Steak 

& Cheese, Cheddar & Cajun
We have Mullen’s Dressing!

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong Hot Dog  $2.00

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Banana

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Ribeye Sandwich, Chips & Drink  $6.99

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

VACCINES
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who are eligible for the VFC 
program are younger than 19 
years and are either Medic-
aid-eligible, uninsured, under-
insured or American Indian or 
Alaska Native.

CHIP is a partnership be-
tween the federal and state 

governments that provides 
low-cost health coverage to 
children in families that earn 
too much money to qualify 
for Medicaid. Families with 
children under age 19 who 
meet insurance and income 
requirements are eligible.

The programs were separat-
ed in 2016, under the previ-
ous administration, and vac-
cines for children covered by 
CHIP were no longer able to 
be ordered through the VFC 
program. Under the new ad-
ministration, HFS and IDPH 
have been working together 
to rejoin the programs and in-
crease provider participation 
so that all children in Illinois 
will be able to receive needed 
vaccines. It is essential to pro-
tect children against serious 
illness by having them vacci-
nated before they are exposed 
to potentially life-threatening 

diseases.
The newly rejoined pro-

gram will allow providers to 
obtain vaccines for CHIP 
children via the VFC program 
without having to buy vaccines 
from private sources at market 
cost and be reimbursed later. 
As more physician practices, 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers, health departments, 
and other providers across the 
state transition into the newly 
rejoined program, children 
covered by CHIP will also 
be able to get their CDC rec-
ommended vaccines in their 
medical home.

The two agencies have 
agreed on HFS pre-payment 
and reconciliation every six 
months for vaccines ordered 
under the new program, put-
ting in place a formal schedule 
that will ensure the program 
is fiscally responsible. The 

agencies are also working with 
providers to increase informa-
tion that is entered into the 
Medical Electronic Data Inter-
change (MEDI) system and 
the Illinois Comprehensive 
Automated Immunization 
Registry Exchange (I-CARE) 
to help with reconciliation.

The Pritzker administration 
has proactively met with pro-
viders seeking their coopera-
tion to use every opportunity 
to vaccinate all children by 
entering each VFC and CHIP 
dose given into I-CARE, and 
billing for each dose given. 
With easier access to vaccines 
for children covered under 
CHIP, and increased mea-
sures to track vaccines admin-
istered, the goal is to get 100 
percent of children in Illinois 
vaccinated, and eliminate any 
discrepancies in vaccination 
tracking and reimbursement.

BEEWELL
FROM PAGE 7B

HEAT
FROM PAGE 7B

do physical labor in the heat 
and humidity – indoors or 
outdoors. Heat stroke is the 
most serious heat-related 
health problem – in fact, it can 
be fatal if not recognized and 
treated quickly.

“Efforts to keep the work-
place safe certainly can be 
thwarted if employers and 
workers don’t keep in mind 
the threat posed by hot weath-
er,” said Director Michael D. 
Kleinik, Illinois Department 
of Labor. “Employers should 
train workers and supervisors 
to recognize the symptoms 
of heat stroke and to immedi-
ately report anyone exhibiting 
symptoms.”

Symptoms of heat stroke 

include:
■ Confusion
■ Very high body temperature
■ Hot, dry skin or profuse 

sweating
■ Seizures
■ Loss of consciousness
If a worker shows signs of 

heat stroke, consider it a med-
ical emergency. While first aid 
is being administered, call 911 
if medical professionals are not 
available on site. Meanwhile, 
assist the victim to a shaded, 
cooler place and remove outer 
clothing. Soak the worker with 
cool water and, if possible, use 
ice, a fan or air conditioning to 
cool the person.

Other hot weather safety 
tips include:

■ Stay hydrated by drink-
ing at least 1½ to 2 quarts of 
fluids daily, even if one does 

not feel thirsty.
■ Avoid alcoholic beverages 

and drinks containing caffeine.
■ Avoid overexertion and 

strenuous outdoor activities if 
possible. Those working out-
doors, need to drink plenty of 
water and take frequent breaks 
in the shade.

■ Take advantage of cool-
ing centers, public pools and 
air-conditioned stores and 
malls during periods of ex-
treme heat. Even a few hours a 
day in air conditioning can help 
prevent heat-related illnesses.

■ Do not forget pets. Offer 
pets extra water and place the 
water bowl in a shaded area if 
outdoors. Make sure pets have 
a shady refuge where they can 
escape direct sun exposure.

If someone begins experi-
encing dizziness, nausea, head-

ache, confusion and a rapid 
pulse, seek medical attention 
immediately, as these could be 
the symptoms of heatstroke.

The State of Illinois offers 
many state owned facilities as 
cooling centers to provide Illi-
noisans a place to stay cool and 
comfortable during hot sum-
mer days. Tollway Oasis loca-
tions are open 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. Department of 
Human Services cooling cen-
ters are open during normal 
business hours from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. For a list of state facili-
ty cooling centers visit, Keep 
Cool Illinois.

Additional tips for protec-
tion from heat-related illness-
es are available on the state’s 
Ready Illinois website (www.
Ready.Illinois.gov).

will have a negative impact on 
other sales.

“There is a lot of ice water 
sold in the store,” said Free-
man. “I work evenings, and I 
see those sales.”

Soft drink sales still out-
pace ice water purchases said 
Starla Hollingsworth, manag-
er of the Jasper Street store. 
She estimated the sales of Po-
lar Pop size ice water at 20-30 

Horizon Health sports 
physicals benefit boosters
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health is offering 
discounted sports physicals 
4-6 p.m. July 10 at the Paris 
clinic. For each physical per-
formed, half the $20 fee is do-
nated back to the booster club 
of the athlete’s choice.

Payment must be in the 

form of a check or cash. In-
surance will not be billed. Stu-
dents under age 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian.

Appointments are not be-
ing accepted for this special 
time to do sports physicals. 
Students will be seen on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

units per day. 
Hollingsworth also sup-

ports Bee Well’s push for 
healthy decision making 
because she is seeing that 
trend developing among 
some of her customers, 
noting a line of vitamin 
water added last year sells 
consistently well.

“People are looking 
for healthier things,” said 
Hollingsworth. “They 
don’t necessarily want the 
junk.”

www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE  
IS FREE —  
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SATURDAYS 

OR 24/7. 
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. LA team member
  6. Young Fr. woman (abbr.)
 10. Per __, each
 11. Foots
 13. Veggie toy
 17. Overdose
 18. US, Latin America, Canada 
belong to
 19. So. Am. plain (Span.)
 20. Point midway between N and
 NE
 21. Single
 22. Inactive
 23. Mother of Hermes
 24. Gives a new meaning
 28. Silent players
 29. One who adds Cluny trim
 30. Men or boys
 31. God of War
 32. Self-immolation by fire ritual
 33. Inevitable events
 35. Add piquancy
 36. Skin lesions
 37. Cannabis
 41. River of NE Turkey
 42. 2 family struggle
 43. A young swine
 44. __ student, learns healing
 45. 55300 MN
 46. Opie actor Howard
 47. World’s oldest news gathering 
organization (abbr.)
 48. Luke’s Jedi mentor
 52. Japan’s knife & scissor city
 54. Medical antiseptic & dye
 55. Early female flyers
 56. Loses heat

 
Clues Down
  1. No longer practicing
  2. Military mailbox
  3. Cowboy Carson
  4. 7th Greek letter
  5. Nautical ladder rungs
  6. Hmong
  7. Fellow
  8. Maltese pound
  9. Coal blacks
 10. Japan Airlines bird
 12. Different concepts
 13. Secure a ship with ropes
 14. Elder
 15. Belongs to famous 

computer
 16. Point midway between NE 
and E
 20. Moniker
 23. Environment
 25. Fills with joy
 26. Transportation charges
 27. Frosts
 28. Counterpart
 30. 2nd largest Hawaiian 
island
 32. Grimly humorous
 33. A dog’s front foot
 34. Mures River city
 35. Steam bath

CROSSWORD

 36. South African
Music Awards
 37. Sound made by a cat
 38. Clothing protectors
 39. Wife of Amphion
 40. God of fire (Hindu)
 42. Favorite weekday 
(abbr.)
 45. Japanese sashes
 48. Klutz
 49. “__ Koo,” Debbie 
Harry debut album 
 50. Tokyo
 51. Hardly any
 53. Cathode

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

Wyo., and we drive through 
the Wind Reservation on the 
way to visit. Break down and 
you are on your own. The tribe 
does not forget why they are 
there.

We are imperfect; a great 
nation; a democracy; a 
beacon to the world. When 
people talk about making 
America great again the 
question is: Are we not great? 
America, I love the name. I 
love all the things it stands 
for: freedom, equality, justice.

I love that flag, sprinkled 

with 50 stars, spread on a 
field of blue. I love the red 
and white. It cannot get much 
better – the idea, aspirations.

On the Fourth of July we 
celebrate with fireworks, 
parades and flags. We are one 
nation, under God, with liber-
ty and justice for all. 

We need to think hard on 
what we are and want to be.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him at 
reynoldsharry1943@gmail.com)

TANNING
FROM PAGE 7B

wearing protective attire, such 
as long-sleeved shirts and 
pants, is a good idea. There are 
also clothes made to protect 
against UV exposure. These 
clothes have labels listing the 
UV protection factor (UPF) 
value, which identifies the level 
of protection the garment pro-
vides from the sun’s UV rays, on 
a scale from 15 to 50 or higher. 
As with sunscreen and SPF, the 
higher the UPF on clothing, 
the higher the protection from 
UV rays.

TAKE SHADE AND AVOID HOT 
PARTS OF THE DAY 

The hottest parts of the day 
tend to be between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m., so staying indoors 
during that time can help avoid 
sun damage. However, Geskin 
says this doesn’t mean you need 
to be restricted to the indoors.

“We tell people to live their 
life to the fullest, but they need 
to ensure all means to protect 
themselves. If people are active 
outdoors, we recommend all 
three things for sun protection: 
sunblock, sun protective cloth-
ing, and shade,” she said.

AVOID TANNING BEDS 
Exposure to artificial sources 

of UV rays, such as those from 
indoor tanning, can cause skin 
cancer, with some researchers 
estimating indoor tanning may 
cause upward of 400,000 cas-
es of skin cancer in the United 
States each year.

Millennials should particu-
larly take note, says Nelson.

“Thirty-one percent of mil-
lennials use tanning beds to get 
a baseline tan, when the reality 
is that base tans do not help 
avoid sunburn or provide any 
additional sun protection,” Nel-
son said. “Quite simply, the best 
way to protect your skin from 
UV damage is to limit sun ex-
posure, regularly use sunscreen 
and forget the tanning bed.” 

WHAT ABOUT VITAMIN D?
If you’re concerned about 

not getting enough vitamin D, 
the World Health Organiza-
tion Trusted Source states that 
“5 to 15 minutes of casual sun 
exposure of hands, face, and 
arms two to three times a week 
during the summer months is 
sufficient to keep your vitamin 
D levels high. Closer to the 
equator, where UV levels are 
higher, even shorter periods of 
exposure suffice.”

Foods are also a way to sus-
tain ideal levels without risking 
skin damage.

“A limited group of foods, 
such as salmon, swordfish, 
mushrooms, and egg yolks, are 
sufficient sources of vitamin 
D,” Nelson said. “For those 
that don’t like or can’t eat those 
foods, quality control-tested 
supplements and multivita-
mins are another option to at-
tain the benefits of vitamin D.”

Current guidelines Trusted 
Source in the U.S. state that 
consuming 400 to 800 inter-
national units (IU), or 10 to 20 
micrograms (mcg), of vitamin 
D is enough for 97 percent to 
98 percent of all healthy peo-
ple. However, Trager recom-
mends 1,000 to 4,000 IU of 
vitamin D. 

“Because the recommend-
ed daily intake varies among 
physicians and organizations, 
individuals should consult a 
medical professional to deter-
mine their appropriate dosage.” 
Nelson said.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE SUN
If you’re set on darkening 

the color of your skin, Trager 
says to avoid UV radiation 
by using self-tanners, which 
include spray tan and spray 
lotion. 

These products contain the 
ingredient dihydroxyacetone, 
which chemically reacts with 
the amino acids in the dead lay-
er of the skin’s surface to tempo-
rarily darken the skin.

“This is a good alternative, 
but we want millennials to 
know that tan skin isn’t the 
most important for beauty 
standards. Pale skin is also 
beautiful,” said Trager.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
pathogen responsible for Sud-
den Oak Death, a plant dis-
ease that has killed large tracts 
of oaks and affected many 
native plant species in Califor-
nia, Oregon and Europe has 
been found in Illinois.

Phytophthera ramorum, the 
causal agent of Sudden Oak 
Death (SOD) has been con-
firmed in ornamental plants 
at 10 Wal-Mart locations in 

Cook, Jackson, Jefferson, Lee, 
Macon, Monroe, St. Clair, Ste-
phenson and Will Counties, 
and one Hy-Vee location in 
McDonough County. 

The discovery of the patho-
gen was done through coop-
erative efforts between the 
Illinois Department of Agri-
culture and the United State 
Department of Agriculture, as 
well as diagnostic support from 
University of Illinois, Michigan 
State, Cornell, Kansas State 
Universities and USDA labs.

The issue was first uncov-
ered by an Indiana confir-
mation at a Wal-Mart in late 
May on rhododendrons from 
Parkhill Plants in Oklahoma, 
which sourced the plants from 
nurseries in Washington and 
British Colombia. Shipping 
records were provided to Illi-
nois officials shortly thereaf-
ter. These plants were shipped 
to 18 states. 

IDOA and USDA field 
staffs began visiting identified 
sites in late May inspecting 

the plants with a primary fo-
cus on rhododendron as the 
main suspected carrier of the 
disease, but also inspected 
other known host plants such 
as azalea, viburnum and lilac.

Sudden Oak Death affects 
oaks and other trees and 
plants but poses no threats 
to humans, pets, livestock or 
food sources.

Positive confirmations have 
been made on the following 
plants and varieties in Illinois 
and/or other states to date: 

Pathogen for Sudden Oak Death found in Illinois
Rhododendron - Cat Cun-
ningham Blush, Firestorm, 
Holden, Minnetonka, Nova 
Zembla, Percy Wiseman, Pur-
pureum Elegans, Roseum Ele-
gans and Wojnars Purple. Lilac 
– Common Purple, Persian 
Lime.

The above varieties may not 
be the only plants affected as 
the disease can infect more 
than 100 different species.   

“The pathogen can cause 
both a blight and sudden 
death, depending on the 
host,” said Diane Plewa, diag-
nostician at the University of 
Illinois Plant Clinic. “Because 
P. ramorum has only been de-
tected on non-oak hosts, the 
disease Ramorum blight has 
been confirmed in Illinois but 
not the disease Sudden Oak 
Death. Currently, there is no 
evidence that any oak trees 
in Illinois are infected at this 
point.”

The pathogen travels well in 
soil and water, so escape into 

the environment is a concern. 
Blight symptoms of the dis-
ease include, but are not lim-
ited to, foliar spots, browning 
or wilting leaves, tip/shoot 
dieback, and brown or black 
discoloration on stems and/or 
trunks. For more details and 
photos, please visit http://
www.suddenoakdeath.org/
diagnosis-and-management/
hosts-and-symptoms/. 

Wal-Mart and Rural King 
are participating in volun-
tary recalls of the potentially 
infected plants remaining at 
their sites. 

Because the disease is incur-
able, Illinoisans are encour-
aged to contact the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
or their local University of 
Illinois Extension office for 
further guidance if they have 
purchased rhododendrons 
from Wal-Mart, Hy-Vee, or 
Rural King since April, and if 
those plants are looking symp-
tomatic or in poor condition. 
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SPRINGFIELD — Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
into law one of the most lib-
eral reproductive health care 
measures in the country last 
month, but advocates and leg-
islators say their work ensuring 
abortion is treated in statute 
the same as other health care is 
not yet finished. 

The Reproductive Health 
Act, effective June 12, was the 
first step — it provided great-
er access to pregnancy care, 
contraception, abortion pro-
cedures and other related ben-
efits for people of all genders.

Now, their attention has 
turned to the next step: remov-
ing what they see as an obstacle 
to abortion access for minors.

Sen. Elgie Sims, from Chica-
go, and Rep. Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, from Hillside, both 
Democrats, are leading the 
push to repeal a law mandating 
those under 18 consult their 
parents two days before getting 
an abortion procedure. 

Proponents call the Parental 
Notification of Abortion Act 
a barrier to health care. Op-
ponents warn striking it from 
statute would remove needed 
protections for minors.

“I think that it’s the right 
thing to do and so certainly, 
this is a fight that I’m in be-
cause it’s a fundamental issue 
and I want to continue that 
fight,” Welch said. “I’m going to 
try to get this repeal bill done 
in veto session if we can. If not, 
I’m certainly going to go back 
at it in January (when session 
begins again).”

Veto session is the last week 
of October and the second 
week of November. It is un-
clear if the support exists in 
the General Assembly to give 
backers of the repeal effort a 
legislative victory.

CURRENT LAW
Illinois’ Parental Notifica-

tion of Abortion Act became 
law in 1995, but only took 
effect in 2013 after being tied 
up in court. Legislators, wrote 
their objective was to further 
and protect the best interests of 
minors in the state.

“Parental consultation is 
usually in the best interest of 
the minor and is desirable since 
the capacity to become preg-
nant and the capacity for ma-
ture judgment concerning the 
wisdom of an abortion are not 
necessarily related,” according 
to the statute.

Currently, an abortion pro-
vider is mandated to commu-
nicate with the minor’s adult 
family member — someone 
over the age of 21 who is the 
parent, grandparent, step par-
ent or other legal guardian — 
48 hours prior to the proce-
dure and must document that 
conversation occurred. Under 
the law, it is not enough for the 

minor to have a conversation 
with the family member.

Alternatively, the adult fam-
ily member can sign a waiver 
attesting he or she is aware the 
minor is having an abortion; 
the parent can accompany 
the minor to the procedure; 
the physician can perform an 
abortion if there is a medical 
emergency; or the minor can 
disclose in writing she is a vic-
tim of sexual assault by an adult 
family member.

Additionally, the Parental 
Notification of Abortion Act 
provides an option for minors 
to ask a judge for permission to 
get an abortion. That process, 
as outlined in the law, is de-
signed to maintain the minor’s 
privacy. 

The twin measures by Sims 
and Welch would repeal that 
act and clean up the language 
in three other statutes where 
references to it are made. They 
were introduced in both cham-
bers of the General Assembly 
in February.

“Men can make health care 
decisions on their own with-
out having to give notice to a 
parent. Why can’t a woman,” 
Welch said. “At the end of the 
day, I don’t want my wife and 
my daughter to be equal only 
in the confines of our home — 
I want them to be equal in the 
confines of the law. That’s what 
this fight is all about.”

In the House, the bill was 
assigned to the same subcom-
mittee as every other measure 
related to reproductive health 
care and abortion introduced 
this session. It was left in legis-
lative limbo. 

In the Senate, the bill ad-
vanced much farther. Sims was 
able to get it out of a committee 
and before the full chamber, 
but never called it for a vote. It 
is unclear why. 

“ABORTION IS PART OF A 
CONTINUUM OF REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH CARE”

Lawmakers introduced the 
Reproductive Health Act and a 
measure repealing the Parental 
Notification of Abortion Act 
around the same time this year.

“Our goal here in Illinois is 
to recognize the fact that abor-
tion is part of a continuum of 
reproductive health care and 
women of all ages need to be 
able to have access to health 
care so that they can make the 
best decisions for themselves,” 
Brigid Leahy, senior director 
for public policy for Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois, said. 

The strategy was to run the 
legislation in opposite cham-
bers in the hopes each would 
reach Pritzker’s desk by ses-
sion’s end. But when states 
such as Georgia, Missouri 
and Ohio began passing abor-
tion restriction measures, that 
plan changed to solely push 
the Reproductive Health Act 
through.

“We essentially just ran out 
of time to then shift our focus 
and explain why repeal of Pa-
rental Notification of Abortion 
remains an extremely import-
ant priority for the state of Il-
linois,” Elizabeth Werth, staff 
attorney with the state’s chap-
ter of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, said. She works 
with the group’s Reproductive 
Rights Project.

More often than not, Leahy 
said, minors will speak with an 
adult family member or other 
trusted adult about their de-
cision to pursue an abortion 
procedure. But proponents of 
repealing the act say it forces 
minors into conversations with 
adult family members with 
whom they may not have good 
relationships. 

Deborah Holton, youth or-
ganizer with the Illinois Cau-
cus for Adolescent Health, said 
notification can result in the 
loss of a minor’s financial sup-
port, homelessness and emo-
tional and physical abuse. 

That means for minors in 
such situations, notification 
is “the practical equivalent of 
consent,” Werth said. 

Backers of the repeal ef-
fort are quick to point out a 
pregnant minor can decide to 
have certain types of prenatal 
testing, opt to continue her 
pregnancy and choose how 
she wants to give birth without 
notifying her parents. 

“This would be eliminating 
that exceptionalism for abor-
tion and treating abortion like 
all the other types of medical 
care that a pregnant minor can 
decide to consent to and can 
choose for themselves who to 
involve for guidance and sup-
port in that process,” Werth 
said.

The law allows a minor to 
file paperwork with a court us-
ing a pseudonym or her initials 
to protect her identity. Meet-
ings with a judge typically oc-
cur in a judge’s chambers with 
only a court reporter and a le-
gal representative for the minor 
present. 

The judge has to deter-
mine whether the minor is 
“sufficiently mature and well 
enough informed to decide in-
telligently whether to have an 
abortion,” according to the act. 
Typically, the waiver is granted.

Advocates are not in agree-
ment about whether this pro-
vision is helpful or harmful. 

Alyssa Vera Ramos, arts jus-
tice organizer with ICAH, said 
judicial bypass is a bandaid and 
not the law or workaround that 
we want to see, but it is some-
thing her group supports for 
minors who cannot approach 
their adult family member.

But Werth said the process is 
“overwhelming, traumatizing 
and, for some young people, 
insurmountable.” 

The judicial waiver proce-
dure is only accessible during 

business hours when minors 
have difficulty safely and se-
curely meeting with a judge 
without their adult family 
members discovering their 
absence from school, for exam-
ple, Werth said.

Another obstacle is the ex-
perience speaking with the 
judge. The law offers no guide-
lines for the conversation, so 
minors could be asked about 
their sexual history, familial re-
lationships and other personal 
information.

“I think that that is where 
the supporters of these paren-
tal involvement laws are being 
disingenuous: they say they 
are there to protect teens. But 
they really are not designed 
to do that,” Leahy said. “What 
they're designed to do is put up 
a barrier for teens getting the 
health care they need.”

She was working for Planned 
Parenthood when the Parental 
Notification of Abortion Act 
was introduced in 1995.

“It was not parents groups 
that were pushing it — it was 
anti-abortion groups,” Leahy 
said. “It was part of their menu 
of barriers to make it harder 
and harder for people to access 
abortion.”

“THIS IS A COMMON SENSE 
REGULATION”

Those arguing the Parental 
Notification of Abortion Act 
should remain on the books 
say the law offers fundamen-
tal protections for minors that 
the General Assembly sought 
to enshrine when passing it in 
1995.

“When we have this law, 
everyone wins — girls win 
because they have these key 
safeguards and parents win be-
cause their right to know and 
help their daughter is respect-
ed,” Mary-Louise Henges-
baugh, chair of Girls’ Health 
First, said. “This is a common 
sense regulation that needs to 
be preserved.”

Ann Scheidler, vice pres-
ident of Pro-Life Action 
League, said minors are prob-
ably a bit panicked when they 
first learn of their pregnancy. 
Having an adult family mem-
ber to offer guidance about 
health care choices and school-
ing options, and assistance ul-
timately deciding whether to 
carry the pregnancy to term or 
opt for an abortion, “are better 
addressed by the parents and 
the teenager together,” she said.

“She (wouldn’t) feel like 
she's sort of floundering all 
by herself trying to figure out 
what to do next if she has that 
support,” Scheidler added.

An adult family member 
should know if a minor choos-
es to have an abortion proce-
dure in case of complications, 
such as excessive bleeding or 
clotting, said Mary Kate Knorr, 
executive director of Illinois 
Right to Life Action. 

A parent or guardian can 
also provide emotional sup-
port or inform a physician of a 
minor’s preexisting risk factor 
or health condition.

“The reality is that from 
start to finish, through this en-
tire experience of receiving an 
abortion, a minor girl will need 
support, and where will she get 
that support from if she isn't 
getting it from her legal guard-
ian,” Knorr said.

She noted Illinois’ law re-
quires an adult family mem-
ber to be notified of a minor’s 
intention to undergo an abor-
tion procedure — it does not 
require parental consent. That 
is an important distinction, 
Knorr said, because the bur-
den on youth is not as high as it 
might be in another state. 

Scheidler added the act’s 
provision for a minor to pursue 
a waiver from a judge compen-
sates for any difficulties that 
may exist.

Opponents of the effort 
to repeal the act also point 
to statistics from the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
that suggest the statute, in their 
view, is working. According to 
the data, the number of abor-
tion procedures performed on 
minors has decreased since the 
law went into effect about five 
years ago.

In 2012, before it was en-
forced, there were 2,213 abor-
tions performed on residents 
17 years old and younger. In 
2017, the most recent year data 
is available, that number was 
1,003. 

Abortion rights advocates, 
however, say access to con-
traception played a role in the 
number of procedures declin-
ing.

The Parental Notification of 
Abortion Act additionally acts 
as a checkpoint, Knorr said, for 
human trafficking and abuse 
situations. Under current law, 
an adult family member must 
be consulted before a minor 
can undergo an abortion pro-
cedure. If the statute were to be 
repealed, Knorr said, an abuser 
could take a victim to a clinic 
for an abortion without the 
minor’s adult family member 
being notified.

“The use of abortion to 
perpetuate the modern-day 
slavery of sex trafficking is 
real,” Hengesbaugh said. “Re-
pealing Parental Notice would 
empower sex traffickers and 
male predators to use abortion 
to conceal evidence of their 
crimes against minor girls.”

LOOKING FORWARD
The pair of bills striking the 

Parental Notification of Abor-
tion Act from Illinois’ books 
will likely come up during 
veto session beginning Oct. 
28, Welch said. It is unclear in 
which chamber of the General 
Assembly the push will begin.

And while it is unlikely the 

two Democratic sponsors will 
find support across the aisle, 
Sims indicated he is open to 
speaking with his Republican 
colleagues about the measure’s 
tenets.

“I remain optimistic about 
the progress we’ve made to 
protect reproductive freedom 
and will continue to work with 
my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle and the governor 
to ensure young women have 
access to quality, safe, repro-
ductive health care,” he said in 
a statement.

Other advocates are equal-
ly hopeful the repeal bill will 
prevail. Leahy said she knows 
there is support among law-
makers for the initiative and 
disagrees with the opposition’s 
view the measure will not re-
ceive votes from legislators 
who are parents.

“I really am hoping that Il-
linois continues on this trend 
of bucking what’s going on 
around us and saying, we’re 
going to hold the line here in Il-
linois and we’re going to make 
sure that things are okay for 
people in Illinois; that they are 
the ones who make the deci-
sions about their health care — 
not politicians and not judges,” 
she added.

But opponents are not so 
sure. Knorr said the bill is 
consistently unpopular, even 
among lawmakers who voted 
for the Reproductive Health 
Act. Being a parent is a strong 
motivator, she said, because 
“they know that if their 
16-year-old ever got preg-
nant, they’d want to know 
about it.”

Knorr added that if Demo-
crats moved forward with the 
legislation, it would be suc-
cessful — but with detrimental 
effects to the party in the 2020 
reelection cycle.

“There is a very small mi-
nority of extreme, pro-choice 
legislators who are pushing for 
this bill. The rest are uncom-
fortable with it,” Knorr said. 
“That is the reflective attitude 
of the vast majority of people 
in this state. I mean, yes, cer-
tainly there are a populace of 
pro-choice people in Illinois, 
but of that fraction, there is a 
large majority that think par-
ents should be notified if their 
minor daughter who lives in 
their house is seeking an abor-
tion.”

The measures, originally 
filed in February, are Senate 
Bill 1594 and House Bill 2467. 
If either successfully makes it 
to Pritzker’s desk and is signed 
into law, it would take effect 
immediately.

The initiative is mirrored by 
a recommendation made by 
the governor’s Equality, Equity, 
and Opportunities Transition 
Team. In the report, the group 
advised his administration to 
take action to keep abortion 
safe, legal, and accessible.

Abortion advocates target Parental Notification
Supporters claim Notification Act is “obstacle,” opponents warn the law provides “safeguards” for minors

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Amid 
national uncertainty about 
whether a citizenship question 
will be included on the 2020 
U.S. Census, advocates in Illi-
nois are not changing their ap-
proach to ensuring all residents 
are counted. 

“Whether a citizenship 
question is on the form or 
not, the damage is done,” said 
Anita Banerji, director of the 
Democracy Initiative of the 
nonprofit organization Fore-
front. “So you still have to be 
very intentional and make sure 
the communities feel safe and 
protected to self-report.”

Banerji’s comments came 
one day after U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross said his 
department will send the 2020 
U.S. census to print without in-
cluding a citizenship question, 
but just hours after President 
Donald Trump vowed to con-
tinue to fight the matter.

“The News Reports about 
the Department of Commerce 
dropping its quest to put the 
Citizenship Question on the 
Census is incorrect or, to state 
it differently, FAKE!” Trump 
tweeted Wednesday morning. 
“We are absolutely moving for-
ward, as we must, because of 
the importance of the answer 

to this question.”
By Wednesday afternoon, 

national news outlets were 
reporting the administration 
had reversed course and would 
seek to include the citizenship 
question. 

According to court tran-
scripts, a federal judge gave the 
administration a deadline of 2 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
on Friday to enter a written 
agreement that confirms it’s no 
longer pursuing the citizenship 
question or lays out how it will 
proceed.

Banerji, however, said the 
president’s Tweets could be 
another attempt at misinfor-
mation and fearmongering. 

“The news that's coming out 
right now could be a distrac-
tion. But we have to be at the 
ready with the correct infor-
mation, with accurate infor-
mation,” she said, emphasizing 
the confidentiality of census 
participation.   

Regardless, she said, the 
mission of Forefront’s Democ-
racy Initiative and other com-
plete count advocates remains 
the same. 

“There will be a lot of misin-
formation and disinformation 
out there in the year ahead,” 
she said. “The advocates will 
have to be working smarter 
and harder to ensure that all 

residents across the state have 
accurate information, they feel 
safe and protected, and un-
derstand why it's necessary to 
self-report.”

Last month, Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed an 
executive order aimed at en-
suring an accurate count in the 
2020 census and touted a $29 
million line item for census 
outreach in this year’s budget. 

The stakes of an undercount, 
Pritzker said, include the loss 
of up to two congressional 
seats and $120 million in feder-
al funding annually for each 1 
percent of the population that 
is undercounted – about $1.2 
billion over the 10-year period 
between each census.

Banerji said the complete 
count affects all Illinoisans, not 
just the immigrant communi-

ties that would be less likely to 
report if the citizenship ques-
tion is included. 

“It's not just funding for 
certain communities, but it’s 
funding as a whole,” she said, 
pointing out that accurate 
census counts help determine 
a number of demographic fig-
ures that could affect business 
interest on top of federal and 
state government funding.  

“You can't be that thought-
ful or that intentional about 
where these new roads or 
new hospitals or these kinds 
of (English as a second lan-
guage) classes need to go if 
you don't have accurate data,” 
she said. “So it behooves all 
of us to participate in this na-
tional civic engagement, civic 
duty, so that we can be provid-
ing a better future.”

Census advocates forge ahead amid 
the citizenship question uncertainty

Special to The Prairie Press

Gov. Pritzker recently signed an executive order aimed at a more 
accurate count of Illinois residents.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – While 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker has been touring the 
state to promote his signing 
of capital infrastructure and 
marijuana legalization leg-
islation, several other bills 
he signed have received less 
public attention. 

House Bill 2028, which 
passed the state Senate 
and House unanimously, 
became law last week. It 
doubles the death benefits 
for families of law enforce-
ment officers and firefight-
ers killed in the line of duty. 
They are now eligible for 
$20,000, up from $10,000. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Senate Bill 1890 is aimed 

at cracking down on human 
trafficking by requiring ho-
tels and motels to train em-
ployees in the recognition 
of human trafficking and 
protocols for reporting the 
activity to the appropriate 
authority.

The measure also codifies 
penalties for any company 
that, “knowingly benefits, 
financially or by receiving 
anything of value, from 
participation in a venture 
that has engaged in an act of 
involuntary servitude or in-
voluntary sexual servitude 
of a minor.”

A company can be fined 

Pritzker signs new bills
up to $100,000 for engaging in 
this activity, a person would be 
charged with a Class 1 Felony.  

TRAFFIC STOP DATA
A program for collecting 

data about traffic stops, initial-
ly sponsored by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama when he 
was still serving in the Illinois 
Senate, was put on the books 
permanently with Pritzker’s 
signature of House Bill 1613.

The new law also creates 
a task force to study how the 
data collected can best be used 
to address racial disparities in 
traffic stops. 

The task force must report to 
the governor and General As-
sembly by March 1, 2022, and 
every three years thereafter. 

CREDIT CARD DEBT TASK FORCE
Last week, the governor also 

signed House Bill 1581 to cre-
ate the College Student Credit 
Card Marketing and Debt Task 
Force. 

The eight-member group 
will seek to reduce the amount 
of credit card debt students 
face after graduating from 
higher education institutions. 

Representatives from Illi-
nois universities, the attorney 
general’s office and statewide 
organizations representing 
credit unions and banks will 
make up the task force. 

A report of findings is due to 
the General Assembly by Dec. 
14, 2019.
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TO PLACE AN AD:
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Power washing
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  
Twice as nice for half the price! 
Insured.
 Free Estimates.  
Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

RUMMAGE SALE
324 W Court Street, Paris
Sat., July 13, 9 am -2 pm
Basement-use W entrance

PARISH YARD SALE
St. Mary’s Church Hall, 528 N 
Main Street, Paris, IL 
Fri July 12, 8:00 am - 12:00 noon 
& Sat July 13, 8:00 - 11:00 am 
Thirty tables of treasures plus a 
NuWave oven, queen comforters 
& quilts, scrubs, teachers chair, 
jewelry, clothes, sets of dishes, 
household items, tools and much 
more.

SALE 430 W Jasper Street
Sat July 13, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
vinyl tile .05 each, carpet 
remnants, doorway metals 
$10.00, buy 1 get 4 free, Masonic 
ties & car emblems, Shriner 
patches, clown shoes & ties, tile 
cutter & glues, knee pads, throw 
rugs, white 1/4 round - cove base 
& glue. Paris Memorabilia

Yard Sale
606 Elm St, Paris
July 12 & 13, 8am-?
Furniture, knick-knacks, tools, 
some clothes, misc. and free 
things.

Local company seeking a full-time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving. 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
call 217-465-7621

NOW HIRING Menards will 
begin hiring employees for 
the new Terre Haute South IN 
Menards home improvement 
store located at 1888 E. Jessica 
Drive.  Interested applicants 
should stop at the store site 
starting on Wed., July 10  through 
Fri., July 19, 2019 between the 
hours of 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  
Those who stop at the store to 
fill out an application form will 
also receive an interview on 
site.  Menards is looking to hire 
both Part-time and Full-time 
Team Members for a variety of 
positions.  
There is no official opening date 
to announce for the new Terre 
Haute South IN Menards store at 
this point in time.

R & J Stores, LLC is accepting 
applications.  Please apply in 
person at 601 E Jasper St, Paris, 
IL.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Commercial Real Estate Auction 
July 15th 6pm 834 S 12th St, 
Quincy, IL 3000sf, large kitchen, 
prep area, walk-in cooler, freezer, 
29x30 dining. 217-242-3388 www.
cornerstoneauctionco.com

Very nice, small 2 bedroom 
home, newly remodeled. C/A. 
Appliances included. No pets, No 
smoking. $575 + deposit. 
217-264-1379, leave message. 
References required.

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800, Leave message

2 BR House For Rent $500/mo 
plus $500 deposit. Appliances 
included,. No pets.
call 217-822-4570

HOUSE FOR RENT
4 bedroom farm house east edge 
of Chrisman, available August 
1st. $750.00/mo + utilities. 
217-269-2130

Lake home for sale by owner. 
1242 Tucker Beach Rd. Pretty 
landscaping, well maintained 2-3 
bedroom home with central vac, 
all appliances, central air, 3 car 
garage. Beautiful view of the lake 
and park. Open House Saturday 
July 6th 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Please text or leave message at 
217-251-9008.

FOR SALE 617 Browning Street 
Paris, 88’ x 200’ building 
lot-outside city limits $5,000.00-
1609 S Michigan Street Paris, 
98’ x 147’ building lot $5,000.00  
phone 465-4424

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 
deposit,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

2 bed, 1 bath apartment. Large 
living room and eat in kitchen. 
Appliances furnished. Off street 
parking. Water and trash included. 
$530/month. $530 deposit. 1 
year lease.  
Call 217-264-2850

CASH FOR CARS! 
We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-844-294-2531

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

FOR SALE:  Dodge Ram 1500 
quad cab truck. 4X4, Hemi, 122k 
miles, $5000.  Call or text 
217-671-3360

EDGAR COUNTY FAIR
BOX SEAT SALE
Monday, July 8th - 7:00 p.m.
Grandstand@ the Fairgrounds

Entries for 158th Edgar County 
Fair
Wednesday through Friday July 
17-19
4-8 p.m. at Fair Office
or make them online on website
at www.edgarcountyfair.com

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today(r) to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
844-220-6034

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage 
& bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-849-6790

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS   EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELLEN M. INMAN
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-31

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELLEN M. INMAN.  Letters of 
OFFICE WERE ISSUED ON JUNE 
17, 2019, TO Ivan Inman, 1008 N. 
Central Avenue, Paris, IL 61944 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig Smith, 
Asher & Smith, 1119 N. Main 
Street, P.O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before December 23, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 17th day of June, 2019.

IVAN INMAN
Representative

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL  61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
Fax: 217/463-2486

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on JULY 11, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 
PM CST:  Nathaniel D Goodman 
(309-139); Lisa N Hayes (309-
132); Beth Morgan (309-088).

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY, 

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

DOROTHY S. ROGERS, 
DECEASED.
No. 2019-P-30

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
– CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of DOROTHY S. ROGERS of 
Chrisman, Edgar County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on June 13, 2019 to GEORGE R. 
ROGERS, 14131 US Highway 36, 
Chrisman, Illinois, 61924 and 
STEVAN M. ROGERS, 12494 
US Highway 36, Chrisman, 
Illinois, 61924 as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose attorney is 
Gregory C. Ray of Craig & Craig, 
LLC, 1807 Broadway Avenue, PO 
Box 689, Mattoon, IL 61938-0689.
The estate will be administered 
without court supervision unless 
under Section 5/28-4 (ILCS Ch. 
755, sec. 28-4) of the Probate Act 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 West 
Court Street, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the Independent Co-
Executors, on or before December 
31, 2019 or three (3) months from 
the date of mailing or delivery 
of notice to creditors who are 
required to receive notice under 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/18-3), whichever 
is later. Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
Independent Co-Executors and to 
the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.   E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions.  
To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit https://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and to select a 
service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

DATED this 29th day of June, 2019.

GEORGE R. ROGERS 
STEVAN M. ROGERS
Independent Co-Executors
Gregory C. Ray 
Craig & Craig, LLC
Attorneys for Independent 

Co-Executors
1807 Broadway Avenue
PO Box 689
Mattoon, IL 61938
Telephone: 217/234-6461
Email: gcr@craiglaw.net

Tax Deed No.  2016 TX 1(38)
Filed 7-1-2019
STEPHEN E LEONARD, 
PREFERRED BANK, OCCUPANT, 
EDGAR COUNTY BANK & 
TRUST, EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS.
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or Pin: 08-16-
23-383-006 N90’ OF S 238’ LOT 
1 G BROWN ADD. On November 
6, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. Petitioner 
intents to make application for 
Real Estate was sold October 27, 
2016 for taxes of 2015. A tax deed 
period of Redemption will expire 
on October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(39)
Filed: 7-1-2019
WILLIAM L BRADFORD, JANET 
L. BRADFORD, FOLTZ LAND 
SURVEYS, EDGAR COUNTY 
BANK & TRUST, EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 08-21-
14-300-010. S14 T12 R14 1.37 A  IN 
S 10.00 A OF SW SW. On November 
6, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. the Petitioner 
intents to make application for a 
Tax Deed Real Estate was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for taxes of 2015 
period of Redemption will expire 
on October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

 
Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(40)

Filed 7-1-2019
RUTH ELLEN BROADHURST, 
WILLIAM L MILBOURN, 

HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES, EDGAR COUNTY 
BANK & TRUST, EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 11-
03-26-477-066 S26 T16 R12 LOT 
14 & PT LOT 15 Highland Add. 
On November 6, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. Petitioner intents to make 
application for a Tax Deed issued. 
Real Estate was sold October 27, 
2016 for taxes of 2015. Period of 
Redemption will expire on October 
27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  Stephen R. 
Castleman

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 25, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:
BURNING OAK FARM
Located at: 7252 E 325th Rd, 
PARIS IL 61944
Owner: Roy Ronald George and 
Debra George
Dated: June 25, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING DATES

The Edgar County Housing 
Authority Board of Commissioners 
will meet at 8 a.m. on the following 
dates.  The meetings will be held 
in the conference room of the 
Community Building located at 
604 E. Highland Drive in Paris, IL.
August 21, 2019
September 18, 2019
October 16, 2019
November 20, 2019
December 18, 2019
January 15, 2020
March 18, 2020
April 15, 2020
May 20, 2020
June 17, 2020

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Mary E. Owen Trust Online Only Auction – 
Tuscola, IL

NOW THRU JULY 15th –Auction Begins To Close @ 4pm CT
Click “Online Bidding” at calliebaberauction.com 

Pickup: Wed. July 17th, 1pm-5pm in Tuscola – Address TBA

COMING SOON! VIRGINIA CUTRIGHT ESTATE  
MORE DETAILS TO COME! 

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Original Fiesta Ware, Quality Ethan Allen Furniture, 
Holiday Décor & so much more! Hundreds of lots! 

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

The Paris Community Fire Protection 
District is accepting sealed bids for a 
77 Mack Tanker Truck Chassis (tank 
not included).  Bids should be dropped 
off to Trustee Ben Lueken at 208 E. Jasper 
St., Paris, IL between the hours of 8AM 
and 5PM M-F.  The truck can be seen at 
Paris Machine & Welding at 13005 IL Hwy 
133, Paris IL.  Bids will be opened on July 
15th at noon.
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BRIEFLY
Champaign girl 
dies after pellet 
rifle discharges in 
home

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — A 
central Illinois coroner says 
a 1-year-old girl died after a 
pellet rifle discharged in a 
Champaign home and she 
was struck in the chest.

Champaign County Cor-
oner Duane Northrup says 
Loryn I. Brown of Cham-
paign was pronounced dead 
Monday at Carle Foundation 
Hospital in Urbana.

Northrup says prelimi-
nary results from an autopsy 
performed Tuesday indicate 
the girl died from a pellet-ri-
fle wound to her chest. He 
says an inquest may be held 
at a later date.

Champaign police 
spokesman Tom Yelich 
says no arrests have been 
made in connection with 
the shooting. He tells The 
(Champaign) News-Gazette 
that preliminary findings 
indicate the girl’s shooting, 
“was a sad, unfortunate 
accident.”

The fatal shooting is 
being investigated by 
Champaign police and the 
Champaign County Coro-
ner’s Office.

Illinois governor 
seeks federal 
agriculture 
disaster 
declaration

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker is seeking 
a federal agriculture disas-
ter declaration for all of 
Illinois following the state’s 
soggy planting season.

Pritzker says in his 
request to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture that 
winter snow melt and record 
rain caused rivers to swell 
to historic levels and soils to 
become saturated statewide 
this spring, forcing farmers 
to delay or scale back their 
planting, or not plant at all.

He says in his request for 
a Secretarial Disaster Dec-
laration that hurts a core 
state industry and working 
families.

The State Emergency 
Board recommended to 
USDA’s Farm Services 
Agency that an agricultural 
disaster be declared for all 
102 Illinois counties.

A disaster declaration 
would provide access to fed-
eral resources for farmers 
and businesses that experi-
enced disruption during the 
spring planting season.

Police: 7 charged 
for graffiti of 
Chicago ‘Bean’ 
sculpture, Cancer 
Survivor Wall

CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
authorities say seven people 
face charges after graffiti 
was spray-painted on two 
city landmarks, including 
the popular metallic sculp-
ture known as “The Bean.”

Two 20-year-old men 
face felony criminal damage 
to property and are due in 
bond court Thursday. Four 
others were charged with 
criminal trespass to state 
land. A 17-year-old faces 
curfew violations.

Authorities say the Mil-
lennium Park sculpture was 
vandalized late Monday and 
the suspects were detained 
a short time later.

The sculpture’s stain-
less-steel reflective surface 
was marked with “35th 
Crew.” The Cancer Survivor 
Wall in nearby Maggie Daley 
Park also was vandalized. 
The graffiti was cleaned 
Tuesday.

The sculpture by artist 
Anish Kapoor is formally 
known as “Cloud Gate” 
and weighs 110 tons (99.8 
metric tons). It’s a popular 
tourist destination near 
Michigan Avenue.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
interim director of the Illinois 
Board of Higher Education 
is hopeful a combination of 
added infrastructure and oper-
ations funding for state univer-
sities and colleges will help en-
tice Illinois students to remain 
in the state for their college 
education. 

The cause of the optimism 
is state budget action which 
provided $154 million in new 
operations funding and $3.2 
billion in new or reappropri-
ated infrastructure funding to 
higher education.

“Obviously, the universities 
are very happy. This will help 
take both the fiscal pressure off 
of them and help the universi-
ties and community colleges 
look more attractive,” said Nyle 
Robinson, interim IBHE exec-
utive director.

Earlier this year, the IBHE 
reported that 48.4 percent of Il-
linois public high school grad-
uates that enrolled in a four-
year institution in 2017 chose 
an out-of-state school. 

Robinson said he is hopeful 
the fiscal year 2020 budgetary 
action will help reverse that 
trend by providing added fi-
nancial aid to key programs, 

increasing operational funds 
for universities to help them 
limit tuition increases, and pro-
viding capital funding to make 
campuses more enticing. 

He also said an increase 
of $50 million to Monetary 
Award Program grants for 
low-income students would be 
particularly helpful in making 
college more affordable. The 
MAP grant program receives 
$451.3 million in funding in 
the budget – a number Eric 
Zarnikow, executive director of 
the Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission, said is the largest 
single-year appropriation that 
program has ever received.  

“It’s going to allow ISAC to 
serve more students and make 
up some of the purchasing 
power that the program has 
lost over the years,” he said in 
a statement. “Overall, this bud-
get for higher education is go-
ing to make college possible for 
more Illinois students.”

Robinson said universities 
from other states were able to 
lure Illinois students away by 
offering better financial aid, 
but the increase to MAP grants 
should help begin to counter-
act that trend. He added that 
AIM High grants, which pro-
vide merit-based scholarships 
for Illinois students, will see 

$10 million in added funding, 
bringing the total funding to 
$35 million. 

“That program is just get-
ting underway, but universities 
report that it is changing the 
perception, people are looking 
at our public universities again 
like they weren't before,” Rob-
inson said. 

Higher education will be 
among the beneficiaries of a 
new $45 billion capital infra-
structure plan as well. Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
the six-year program into law 
last week, providing funding 
through sale of bonds and new 
revenues generated by an in-
crease to the motor fuel tax and 
a massive gambling expansion 
among other measures. 

Higher education will re-
ceive a $3.2 billion portion of 
that money to pay for 72 proj-
ects at four-year institutions 
and 91 at community colleges. 

Robinson said capital ex-
penditures of this magnitude 
have been almost nonexistent 
since 2004, leading several 
campus buildings to slip into 
dilapidation across the state. 

“One aspect of attracting 
students back to Illinois is 
when they see that the state is 
taking higher education seri-
ously over an extended period 

of time,” he said. “When facil-
ities start to run down and 
you go to other states and the 
facilities look shinier, Illinois 
is less attractive. So being able 
to have a capital plan which 
lasts six years, maybe longer, 
will definitely help.” 

The projects include $15.8 
million for a new nursing lab 
at Chicago State Universi-
ty, $118.8 million for a new 
science building at Eastern 
Illinois University, $89 mil-
lion for renovations of Illinois 
State University’s Milner Li-
brary and $83 million for a 
communications building at 
Southern Illinois Universi-
ty-Carbondale among several 
others. 

In capital funds, the Uni-
versity of Illinois system will 
receive $815 million, South-
ern Illinois $295 million, 
Western Illinois $222 million, 
Illinois State $195 million, 
Eastern Illinois $147 million, 
Northern Illinois $140 mil-
lion, Northeastern Illinois 
$132 million, Chicago State 
University $119 million and 
Governors State $33 million. 

Community colleges will 
see $744 million in capital 
funding, while private col-
leges and universities will see 
a total of $400 million. 

In overall operations fund-
ing, community colleges, col-
leges and universities will see 
increases of about 5 percent, 
with $54 million in added 
funding for state four-year in-
stitutions. Robinson said this 
could help universities stave 
off tuition increases. 

“There's reason to believe 
that now universities will have 
a better shot at holding down 
their tuitions with this 5 per-
cent increase (in operations 
funding),” he said. “There's a 
great desire to do so. They'll 
be able to maintain the ser-
vices that students need, per-
haps enhance them more, be-
come more attractive in those 
other ways that are a little less 
visible to the public as well.”

The budget also includes 
$1 million for the “Grow Your 
Own” program, which en-
courages Illinois parents and 
others connected to schools 
to become teachers in the 
state. The Illinois Math and 
Science Academy will see a 
3 percent funding increase of 
$552,000 as well.

Community college fund-
ing will be increased by 5 
percent, or $13.9 million, for 
operating grants and the adult 
education system. 

Students leaving Illinois
Higher education official hopeful new funding, grants will reduce student outmigration 

IT’S ALL COMING TOGETHER

Jim Bowling/Herald & Review

Dennis Burleyson, left, and Betty Geisler work at the puzzle table at Glenwood Supportive Living of Mt. Zion. It’s a popular 
place among residents.

Puzzles give seniors focus
BY DONNETTE BECKETT
The (Decatur) Herald & Review

DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — Throughout 
the day, Betty Geisler, 87, stops by a small 
recreational room at Glenwood Support-
ive Living in Mount Zion for a bit of re-
laxation.

The space is filled with snacks and 
reading material, but that isn't what 
draws her in: Geisler's goal is to finish the 
facility's current jigsaw puzzle with other 
residents.

"But we don't call it a club," she said.
Geisler is often joined by Dennis Bur-

leyson, 81.
"One day right after I got here and I 

asked 'Do you mind if I help'," he said. 
"That's how I got started."

The creations are such an accomplish-
ment that many are displayed through-
out the Glenwood. The working grand-
father clock and 3-D ornaments are just 
a couple of the more unique completed 
works of interlocking pieces.

The puzzles may be colorful or mono-
tone, large or small, and easy or difficult.

"Everybody likes to stop and see them 
when they're done," Geisler said.

Esther McCloy, 86, moved to the 
Glenwood a week ago and found a com-
fortable place among the residents sitting 
at the puzzle table.

"She brought some puzzles with her," 
Geisler said. "She is really good with 
them and she's been helping us."

McCloy said she's enjoyed solving 
them for years.

"Sometimes they are easy, sometimes 
they're hard," she said. "Sometimes it's 

just the subject matter."
Other residents only recently found 

the enjoyment in assembling puzzles. 
"When I had a young family we would 
put puzzles together," Burleyson said. 
"But nothing regular."

Along with the enjoyment of helping 
create an artistic masterpiece or kitschy 
wall hanging, the process of putting a 
puzzle together has other benefits for the 
residents.

"It's calming," McCloy said.
"And it keeps the old brain ticking," 

Burleyson said.
Lenda Johnson, the Glenwood ad-

ministrator, has witnessed the activity's 
positive results among the residents. "It 
gives them something to do besides just 
sitting in their rooms," she said.

According to a 2018 report in Medical 
Xpress, elderly who took part in puzzle 
activities, on average, score higher on 
standard tests of mental sharpness.

"That means that while they did de-
cline over time, they did so from a higher 
starting point," the study said.

"Starting from a high point will mean 
that the threshold at which you are con-
sidered impaired will be farther into the 
future," said lead researcher Roger Staff, 
of the University of Aberdeen in Scot-
land.

Residents regularly stop by to add a 
piece to a current project, but they aren't 
the only ones who enjoy puzzles. "Even 
some of the staff will add a piece," John-
son said.

With so many hands on a project, 
mistakes are made. The 4-foot-tall grand-

father clock is prominently displayed in 
the rec room, but the 600-piece one has a 
small, inconspicuous flaw: a single piece 
is missing. "That's last thing you need is a 
big hole right in the middle of your puz-
zle," Johnson said.

To conceal the space, Geisler used a 
brown marker matching the color of the 
clock's wood to fill in the hole.

Not all puzzles are worthy of being dis-
played on the Glenwood walls or shelves. 
A resident may take a favorite puzzle to 
assemble or hang in his or her room. 
Other puzzles are destroyed shortly af-
ter they are finished. "Sometimes we just 
tear them up and throw them back in the 
closet," Geisler said.

"We are running out of storage space 
for some of them," Burleyson said.

Special to The Prairie Press
A puzzle that is a working clock is 
among the favorites that Dennis 
Burleyson and Betty Geisler have put 
together at Glenwood Supportive Living 
in Mt. Zion. The puzzles, located in the 
small recreation room, include 3-D or-
naments and are colorful or monotone, 
large or small and easy to difficult.

CHICAGO (AP) — 
Police said a false report of 
gunfire set off a stampede 
that trampled more than a 
dozen people at Chicago's 
annual July 4 fireworks dis-
play Thursday at Navy Pier, 
where thousands of revel-
ers had crowded the Lake 
Michigan shore.

Three others were 
stabbed when a fight broke 
out after a group of young 
males flashed gang signs, au-
thorities said. Three people 
suffered non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

Chicago Police spokes-
woman Kellie Bartoli said 
police were searching Friday 
for two male suspects in the 
stabbings.

The Navy Pier incidents 
occurred just after 10 p.m. 
on what is one of the big-
ger events of the year at the 
lakeside showplace. The 
stabbing occurred among 
groups of males, Bartoli said.

Police officers believe af-
ter that altercation, someone 
threw firecrackers at the pier, 
prompting shouts of "gun" 
or "shots fired," and spurring 
a stampede that injured ap-
proximately 13 people, Bar-
toli said. The initial reports 
of gunfire were inaccurate, 
police said.

Those who were injured 
while running or falling in 
the melee were taken to hos-
pitals with non-life-threat-
ening injuries, said another 
police spokesman, Rocco 
Alioto.

Elsewhere in the city, the 
typically violent 4th of July 
holiday had already seen 35 
people shot in Chicago, five 
fatally, with three days to 
go in the weekend. Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot, who took 
office in May and has made 
curbing gun violence a pri-
ority, followed recent years' 
practice by pouring an extra 
1,500 police officers onto 
the streets. 

The Independence Day 
holiday period usually 
proves deadly in Chicago. In 
2017, when it fell on a Tues-
day, more than 100 people 
were shot and at least 15 
died. In 2014, when the 4th 
was a Friday, 82 were shot 
and at least 14 died.

Police: More than 
dozen trampled 
in Chicago July 4 
stampede

Panic on 
the Pier
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